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SERMON. XXXV. 


on TH E I NST I TUTION OF SUN DAY 
1038 „„ „ 


o 


ADDRESSED TO THE BENEVOLENT FOUNDER 
_ AND PROMOTERS. 


\ PSALM Ixxii. v. 12. 
He ſpall ſave the children of the needy. 
1 is part of war magnibbent deſcription 


made by David of the purpoſes for which 


Chriſt Jeſus, the redeemer of mankind, ſhould 
come among us; and he enters into this de- 
ſeription, putti G Solomon his ſon, by way of 
type, for Jeſus Chriſt, the glory of whoſe reign 


ſhould, though imperfectly, be ſhadowed out 
by Solomon's exalted reign in righteouſneſs 
and mercy. From the palm in which our 
text is to be found, we ſhall ſelect the parts 
chat ſuit our preſent ſudject, namely, theſe 
VI. III. B ä 
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. they ſhall yay bin in their generations, 


In his days the righteous ſhall be had in hanur, 


and peace flouriſh: for he ſhall deliver the needy 


when. he crieth, the poor alſa,. and him that hath 


no helper. He ſhall ſpare the poor and needy, 
and ſhall ſave the ſouls of the needy. le ſhall re- 


deem their ſouls from deceit and vi olence, and pre- 


 eious ſball their blood be in his fight. And he ſhall 


live: prayer alſo ſhall be made for him continually, 
and daily ſball he be praiſed. 2: | 
This, as we have ſaid already, is an ex- 
tract from the pſalmiſt's beautiful deſcription 
of the glory of Chriſt's kingdom, ſhadowed 
out by that of Solomon; and may we not aſſert 
it as a ſymbol of theſe times of mercy, when 
the flame of charity is kindling through the 
land, and contributions are collected in ſuch | 


great abundance to inſtru the children of the 


needy, as our text expreſſes it, or ſave their 
ſouls? for, under Providence, what leſs - than 
ſuch ſalvation can be comprehended in the in- 
ſtruction thus beſtowed upon the children of 
the poor, who, if it were not for ſuch friends 
as now riſe up in their behalf, would not, 
though in a Chriſtian land, be qualified to read 


2 fittle even in that book which was revealed 


from 


% 


dane 


you that taught by leaven, . fo ſave: the childre 
| of the needy; to deliver. them that have 19: + helper, 
and redeem their fouls from fraud and violence, 
have inſtituted and encouraged. ſuch a plan o of 
charity as is at preſent daily gaining 
The luſtre of your work is forcibly emblazon- 
ed in the paſſages we have extracted from, che 
pſalm already quoted; and the recompences von 
have reaſon to expect of men and Heaven, may 
be ſelected likewiſe from as many other paſ- 
ſages: for David's information is, that hr 
ſhall fear them in their generations: namely, with 
the fear men entertain for ſuch as have obliged _ 
them infinitely. In their days the righteous ſhall 
be had in honour, and peace flouriſh. They ſhall 
live, prayer likewiſe ſhall be made continually for 
them, and from day to day ſhall they be prat iſed. 
What leſs reward than this can ſuch a phi- 
lanthropic labour claim? And yet, my friends; . 
let us take care, leſt, while. we pay a com- 
pliment to nature in the heart of philanthro- 5 
pic men, we ſhould diſparage nature by ſuck 
laviſh praiſe beſtowed upon an un ndertaking 
which the merciful would look upon as only; the 
B e be 
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3 of chat Ales working 10 ACN 
for in the name of God, who can behold a 
chile i in want of that aſſiſtance be enjoys the 
power of giving, ard tefuſe to hold it out? 
None, ſure? What then i is charity of any kind? 
We mean that charity which has a claim on 
Heaven: we know, indeed, that offerings made 
by vanity in favour of the poor, may benefit 
tlie world; but that 5s not the charity which 
ſhall hereafter meet with its reward. Once 
more, then, let us aſk what charity may be? 
Tt is the action of beſtowing that, which te 
with-hold would be no ſin. But it would be 
a fin to ſee a child abandoned by all nature, 
and not ſtretch it out a helping hand. 
Who is there, then, that would refuſe to 
ſtretch it forth this helping hand? Ah, friends! 
by you, whoſe boſoms are dilated with the 
warmth of charity, this queſtion will at once 

be ans wered: : but mens hearts, as ſays the 
pſalmiſt, are deceitful above meaſure : tub can 
now them? This is the apology we offer for 
thus ſeeming to degrade the plan of mercy juſt 
now. mentioned, by an intimation that the 
hearts of common men would have done juſt 
| the ſame; for, not to quote paſt times, in 
which no plan of mercy ſimilar thereto has 
been deviſed, a heart of ordinary pity would 
| . nat 
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not gueſs how, much ferocity is in that breal 
io which God's grace is totally unknown... 
duch, the inr 

to be born, if we may ſo expre 


ſelf, has 


no effect; much leſs then are they moved to 
yield them aid in the affair of education: = 


Was the compaſſion of that Hero 
curſed policy induced him to deſt athoy! 
diſtinction, all the children found in E Beth lehem 
He wanted to preſerve his neee, Which 


monarch of the Jews, was to take from hi 


therefore, ſince che child had, by the ſpecial 


interference of God's providence, eſcaped his 
cruel aim, he did not ſcruple, rather th 
any future period his ambition and au 


ſhould undergo a check —he did not — 
we repeat, to maſſacre or murder all the little 


innocents that were in Bethlehem, and near 


about the age of Jeſus, that the object of his 


jealouſy might be by any means deſtroyed. 


This, friends, was the accurſed . policy. of 


Herod. Thoſe who look upon religion as an 
engine framed to ſerve the èxigences of a ſtate, 


undoubtedly will think the evil may be perpe- 


trated, if what they imagine good, will be the 


.conſequence thereof. But thanks to the Al- 
— we have no ide a of. ſo. dreadful a reli- 
| B * 5 Sion. 


cence, of children even begging : 


he ſuppoſed the infant Jeſus, or the intended 


* . -_i 


6 CAT SERMON XXX V. 
gion. Cheiſtianity is no eng; faith, 
The cruel Herod's maxim was to make ten 
thouſand parents miſerable, by condemning to 
the murdering ſword at leaſt as many innocent 
and helpleſs children. That which has fo 
lately filled your boſoms, charitable men and 
women, whom at preſent we addreſs, is, by 
the contribution of your - riches, to rejoice the 
doſom of ten thouſand parents, when they ſee 
thoſe children they have brought into the world, 
and whom they love no leſs than if they had 
deen born, like other happicr children, in the 
Jap of plenty, but for whoſe inſtruction they 
have nothing that can poſſibly be ſet afide from 
. the hard earnings of their labour, to maintain 
'2 wretched family of children, — when they ſee 
(ve ſay} their children put by education. into 
ſuch a way as, under Providence, will plant 
"the knowledge of God's laws and ordinanees in 
their little hearts, and qualify them likewiſe 
to obtain a comfortable ſituation in this life, 
if they are only careful to improve the know- 
ledge thus beſtowed upon them. Gracious 
Heaven! how different muſt not be the exult- 
ing language of theſe parents, from the lamen- 
3 tation of thoſe parents in the time of Herod, 
1 to whoſe caſe the Prophet e long be- 
: fore 
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fore alluded; when Seckain g ci 1 


ſhould happen near about the birth of: Jeſus | 
' Chriſt, he ſaid, In Rama there ſhall be a voice 5 
of lamentation and great mourning: Rachel weep- 


ing for her vain is d refuing to 6 e e 
lince they are not. 


But ſome among or may, edi Acer, | 
4 that Herod was a monſter; of whoſe cruelty 


the race of men are not in general capable; 


and that his conduct therefore cannot be brought 
eſs within the hu - 

man breaſt, ſince one example will not conſti- | 
tute a rule. We would indeed that of ſuch cru- 
elty as Herod's, there could be no other proof 
afforded. Poſſibly we ſhall not find an inſtance 

upon record ſo completely horrible; but ſure 


forward as a proof e of wicked! 


one horrible enough; for what is your idea of 
that Pharoah, him who, as the ſeripture tells us, 

knew not Joſeph, and who ſeeing the immenſe 
increaſe among the Jewiſh people ſettled in his 
land, was fearful they might cauſe a revolution 


in the realm, and therefore pitehed upon a hox- 


rid, but effectual method to diminiſh them, by 


ordering all the males that ſhould be born 


among that people to be. drowned in the river? 


Execrable man! And yet thy crime was not ſe 
unrelenting as the bloody Herod's; for this laſt 


on 7 Nr: 
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em without diſtinction, male and fe- 
male, while the males alone were victims tio 
the jealouſy of Pharoah: thus does wickedneſs, 
when ſet in contraſt with much greater, merit 
ſome degree of praiſe: and yet, much rather 
than pay ſuch a compliment to Pharoah's leſs 
hand, infer the idea of king David, namely, 
that the tender mercies of the wicked man are cruel ? 
Pharaoh doubtleſs could digeſt the horror of ſuch 
murders, and alledge the exigence of Egypt and 
the preſervation of his people, as ſtrong motives 
for proceeding to them; but whatever human 
Jaws might then have ſanctioned, nature could 
not but revolt at the idea of ſuch actions; and 
the ſixth commandment, Thou ſhalt dans murder, 
had been written in mens? 'boſoms long before tlie 
Jews left Egypt to receive their law from the 
. Almighty at Mount Sina; nay even long before 
the perpetration of that earlieſt homicide by 
Cain committed on the perſon of his brother 
Abel. I hou ſhalt do no murder, was a law 
coeval with the firſt creation of mankind; and 
Pharoah ſinned againſt it when he flew ſo many 
unoffending children. How directly oppoſite 
this inhumanity of conduct, charitable men and 
women, to your mercy! The e of the 
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Jews laid his aſſaſſinating hand upon the bodies 
of ſo many individuals, Who had every right to 


live; while you, by the exertion of your mercy, 


ſave the children of the needy, and preſerve 


their ſouls. You ſtretch forth your compaſ- 
ſionating hands towards ſuch a number cf the 


riſing generation, who as childr 
whom you yourſelves call father, when you pray 


have every right to live beyond the grave; and 


furniſh them with means of being uſeful mem- 


bers of ſociety in this een heirs ta 
bappineſs hereafter... N J inn ab. 


In which' work, your, pious: labour far ex» 
wen the gentle purpoſe. of thoſe Hebrew mid 
wives that ſecreted. and reh =} 3 
they were ordered to deſtroy: e 1 AG 
ſcene we an to have. an, contem ae 


BE 


Tt 


— n ed f — 


but the bodies of thoſe little ones; who after all 
were ſaved perhaps that they might die in guilt, 


when grown to man's eſtate: but you make the 
immortal foul of thoſe you 
THE | * 5 


— 


n ol hat God 6 


*- 


_ 
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© je& of your care. If therefore, God ſo re- 


compenſed thoſe women as to build them 
houfes, for the Scripture tells us fo, what may 
not your fuperior liberality and mercy look for 

from that bounty, which will never leave unre- 
compenſed ſo little as a draught of water from 


the ſtream, held out by one poor man to cheer | 
the fainting body of another? Doubtleſs, your 


reward in Heaven wilt correſpond with that 
contentednefs or ſatisfaction you receive from 
ſuch a glorious work of charity thus perfeQed 
on earth. We ſay contentednefs or fatisfacti- 


onz forthe mind is not much pleaſed when ſen- 


ſible 'of having prompted a kind action, whoſe 
effect is loſt; much leſs then, a kind action 
whoſe intention is abuſed : but in your charity, 
you have precluded every poſſibility of being 
made uneafy on the conſequences of your alms ; 


for in the firſt place, thoſe to whom your ſuc- 


cour is afforded; are at preſent helpleſs children, 


 uninfeRed with thoſe crimes which for the moſt 


—— at leaſt ungrateful for the ſer- 
vices beſto upon them, if they do not griev- 
ouſly abuſe the affiſtance they receive :- and in 
the next place, the aſſiſtance thus beſtowed up- 


on them; is not money, which might poſſi- 
w_— be taken from them, but a little ſtock of 


learning; 
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cannot alienate, if they were minded ſo to do: 


of courſe, your ſervices can neither be abuſed 


or loſt. In vain then, ſhall the uncharitable 
cavil with the plan by which your generoſity is 
guided, or the merit of the objects you. aſſiſt. 
If, in reality, they are diſpoſed to gratify a 
charitable diſpoſition, in their minds 


fit MAGE: ſuch way merit. aud. ſueh n 


and women, from your ing to Gate in 5 


what channel the full ſtream of charity ſhall 


flow: for of what import is it, that thir indi- 
vidual heir to poverty, or that be aided, if, as 
ſeripture calls them, the Lord's people be in 


general helped ?- Continue therefore to exiſt 
upon the ſolid baſe of chriſtian charity, ye ſe- 


veral buildings ſcattered through the great me-. 


tropolis, and in ſo many quarters of the land, 


where the creator of the poor and wealthy, both 5 
alike, is honoured by the contributions of the 


laſt and by the patience of the firſt, who are 


aſſiſted there in their infirmity, in accidents, or 
in that ſituation mothers were made ſubject to, 
| VV 


but take 
exception to the little objects of your plan, 
convinced that others more deſerve and: want 
their aid, in God's name let them go, and vi- 
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learning; little —_ own, but which. they 5 


Wiz 


ye ſeveral! buildings t mr hers fen ei 
is granted to the numerous a ments of th 
poor, where hunger i is appeaſed, where naked- 
neſc is covered from the cold, where forrow- is 
aſſuaged, and finally, where Ignorance 1 is W 
upon aplan much more extenſiv e h 
aimof thoſe who have i in view the employment of 
the Sabbath day alone in ſuch a work. Con- 
tinue to exiſt, ye ſeveral buildings, once more 
we repeat, if it be poſſible, for ever; and afford 
eternal monuments of the benevolence of ſuch 
as laid your firſt foundations and of thoſe whoſe 
ert ſupports you ſtill. SSCL 

And you, illuſtrious — of our humble 
wha; may you experience at the day of univer- 
ſal benediction, that great benediction your 
abundant charity deſerves. May the ineſtima- 
ble fouls of ſuch among the preſent riſing ge- 
neration, as that charity thall ſave, be witneſs 
for you at the day, when God in judgment ſhall 
make known the ſecrets of each heart; and af- 
ter having conſtituted here below the joy of ma- 
ny deſtitute but loving parents, in the proſpect 
of that ſalutary learning their dear little ones 
are made, through your exertions, to receive, 
my * at laſt ſucceed,” as 8 Chriſt ſays, 
. to 


— 


werrrurisx or Sb SCHOOLS. = 


to the} 10y or glory of your” vn i F 


this generous «nit, among which number, 
- only knowledge: ſome” have not been ſatisfied 
with giving to ſupport the plan, but have even 


laboured with their hands to gairy What they 


beſtowed, not yielding, as it Were, the frag- 


ments of their waſte; but what would ha 
| comfortably furniſhed "their on tables 
you every one enjoy the contemplations of your 
charity in this world, and the recompences of 
it in the world to come. 80 be it, in the 
name of Father, e ere "IF 


HAIL, hows fouls, to > Heaven allies; : 
The chaiities you ſhow 
N mankind, as ſung the bard, 
_ God 5 nobleſt work below. 


For what is God's ſupreme delight ?— 
Enthron'd in Heaven above, 

He, from his dwelling place, pours out 
Nur * in gs of his love, 


Fd 


5 You likewiſe. | 
that ſo fervently" habe aided the endeavwours . 


- 


So you, the ſtream of eee 3 
Spread copious o'er. the ng 3 
And ble ings, in a a 
The ages: of es band... 
The. child of- the. pobr a are pan. e 
Io know their Maker's will; 
Wan not, thro' future ignorance, 
Shall * „ the _ of. ill. 


Hal. — nt you « ſhall not fall. 
In future of your praiſe: 

Hail generous women, too ! God marks 
Vour charitable ways. 


In Us it hour while out bes 

Shall feel death's pointed ſting, 

Go yon in peace ; your charity + 
ws truſt t thall hide your n. 
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ADDRESSED. To THE OBJECTS or 4.4 


Prat bail. v. 23. 


e war þ, 1 Na, as a a beef | 


a ey he! 


THAT, alas! Sag 6.45 6 ct 


being? Much more helpleſs than the 


brute creation. What, in his poſterior ſtate of 


youth or manhood? While the brute creation 
keep within the limits of their duty, man, un- 
leſs he have received an education, and been 


made acquainted, as the Scripture ſays, with 


God, is uſeleſs to bümfelf and hurtful to his 


fellow creatures. Why then ſuch a diſpenſa- 
tion, but to ſeparate us from the brutes that 3 
periſh ? ? to demonſtrate that in no one period of 


our life, are we eo dach a nature as to rank in 
* 0" : 52 point 


— 


7 
— 


dear, though deſtitute, Aiſciptes, 1 we repeat, 3 


16  - SERMON: xxNVr. 


point of conſequence, or rather we ſhould ſay 
inferiority, with beaſts? Hence therefore, is 
it plain that ettucation conſtitutes the only diffe- 


| rerice thatexiſts between us and the brutes. In 


ſuch a light we take the text : /o fool! iſh was [ 
and fo ignorant, as i I were a beaft before thee ! 
It may have ſome other meaning; but this one, 
as applicable to our ſubject, is ſufficient for us. 

But alas! this education, dear, though deſti- 
tute, diſciples, - (we repeat the expreſſion, dear, 
though deſtitule; for charity forbid that any one, 
becauſe unhappy in the world, ſhould therefore 
be leſs precious to the preacher than his fellow 
creatures, born in wealth, and therefore ſtand- 
ing leſs in need of friends.) this education „ 


parents have not where withal to purchaſe for 
you; ſo that if it were not for the charity of 
individuals, who, excited by the influence of 


85 God's grace, are now encreaſing through the 


land in point of number, you would ſtill re- 


main in ignorance of even What you owe to 
God, for want of having ſkill enough to ſeek 


your duty in his word. However, thanks be 


to his mercy, that this charity is, as it were, 


A flame that every day gains ſtrength, „in conſe- 


quence of being fanned not * by the ardour 
of 
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of that charitable individual who firſt laid the plan 
of ſnatching you. from ignorance, but likewiſe | 
by the zeal of thoſe that have adopted his bene- 
volent deſign; and now, you have, in many 
quarters of the land, a double bleſſing held you 
out; as firſt, the opportunity of ſpending ſeri- = 
, ouſly that day which ſhould for ever be kept =_ 
holy, and the opportunity of ſpending it not ſe. 
no alone, bot ſo, that. it mar gin Le 
degree of knowledge neceſſar _ 
ing who would not incur the vitiable ſituation 
intimated in our text, of being ignorant a : 
fooliſh.in the ſight af God, and lil a beaſt. 
This is the obligation ores upon mm by 
the love of benefactors, ar th thoſe chriſtian 
whom God has in a chriſtian Dont raifal ug for 
your aſſiſtance. What then are the benefits re- 
ſulting from the labour of theſe chriſtian friends 
in your behalf? Mou were deſigned before the 
birth to be partaker of the rights that come by 
nature, but by ſuch ſtrange combination of 
events as fortune only can occaſion, have been 
born to no inheritance: the bleſſings of God's 
providence have, as it were, been turned aſide 1 
from flowing in upon you, ſince your parens. 
no leſs ignorant themſelves than you, have not 1 
been in a ſituation, or not had a diſpoſition to in- i 


— 


£43 
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ſtruct you that thoſe bleſſings are the conſequence 
ot prayer alone to God. In general, you are 
come into the world, of wicked or at leaſt un- 
thoughtful parents, with dhe cur upon you 
of his viſitation, for the ſin thoſe parents, or their 
parents, and ſoupward, have committed ;andun- 
taught of ſuch a circumſtance, and' therefore not 
admoniſhedof the abſolute neceſſi ity thereis; if you 
would be hereafter happy even in this world, and 


much more therefore in another, toavertthe curſe 


- by works of virtue in yourſelves; inſtead of which 
ou are at preſent in the way of being happy in 
a comfortable ſituation, when grown up to men 
and women, by a diligent attention to the du- 
ties of your ſeveral callings: for believe us, 
when we tell you, that the way to gain a fu- 
ture maintenance, muſt be the accompliſhment 
of your reſpective duties, in that ſtate of life to 
: which God's providence ſhall call you. And let 
no one fay, they know of thouſands who wiel 
all the fear of God before their eyes, which hu- 
n beings poſſibly can entertain, are wretched, 
poor, and deſtitute at preſent, in their ſeveral 


P fituations. To ſuch hints, ſuggeſted, not that 


thoſe whobroach them may alleviate your condi- 
tion, but diſtract your mind, the anſwer 1s both 
rational and ready: for provided thoſe alluded 


msr1TUTION or SUNDAY. SCHOOLS, 19 


- fear God, NE: are lis wiiched; poor, and 
deſtitute, What would their ſituation be, if they 
had not this fear of God? Oh children, it - 
would be a wicked trial; or to give you proper 
notions on this article, we would adviſe yo to 
conſume your life in vicious courſes, and com 
pare it at the cloſe, with the condition of thoſe 
few that regulate their actions by God's fear. 
In one caſe, you would ſee, perhaps, a Joſeph 
thrown at firſt it may be, into priſon, but at 
length advanced to honour and reſpect: but in 
the other caſe, a prodigal, who after havingdif- 
fipated in the company of proſtitutes a compe- 
tence, ſhould be reduced at the coneluſion of 
his life to the e ne Pane of en , 
upon wine. . 
On God, that: art the ſearcher: of men's 
hearts, ſearch now thy ſervant's, and implant 
therein the ſpirit of celeſtial wiſdom. Safely 
can he call on thy omniſcience, to atteſt: with 
what ſincerity he has proceeded in this taſk of 
teaching ſuch a number of the riſing generati- 
on, who, not many years ago, before the flame 
of charity was kindled through the realm in 
their behalf, had no one friend to give them 
thoſe firſt pinciples of learning that are neceſſa- 


ſary even to 0 eee thee in the 0 of prayer. 
The 
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The preacher cannot but be ſenſible of his i in- 
adequate capacity for bringing ſuch a multitude, 
now loſt in ignorance, to ſee thee 3 in, thy word; 
and be the doers of it at a future period, of their 
lives: but thou canſt make him powerful i in thy 
power, and wiſe by the ali ſtance of thy wiſdom ; 3 
Jo that he might even work out miracles * but 
his humility extends not to the wiſh of moving, 
mountains: happy, if his labours do but tend 
to the eſtabliſhment of one among the number 
he may preach to, in the knowledge of thy 
ways and in the works of thy commandments. 
Let ſuch great ſucceſs be more his boaſt and of- 
tentation than to labour for the: benefit of thoſe 
who live in the delights of affluence; and as the 
goſpel was intended rather for the conſolation of 
the needy, than the rich, ſo likewiſe let thy ſer- 
vant's ardour of affection not be taviſhed on the 
children of theſe laſt, but of thy grace, let him 
reſerve the greater portion to encourage and in- 
ſtruct the offspring of the firſt, This he re- 
queſts, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, Who 
commanded that young children ſhould be 
brought unto him, ſince thy kingdom, as he 
told the nen round . was their birth- 
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ws n this laſt proceeding paſſage, we have inad- 


= or without meaning ſoto do, inforn 


Jou of the manner after which you olight to 
| ſhow your gratitude, for that benevolence the 
public teſtify with ſo much zeal and animation 


in your favour 3 namely, by clieRing your eſtab- 
liſhment, as juſt now mentioned, in the know- 
edge of God's ways, and in the works of his 
commandments; ; and this gratitude, while it 


muſt prove acceptable to thoſe that are your = 
friends or patrons, will promote or further your 


.own intereſt likewiſe. The deſign of fo much 


charity diffuſed at preſent through the land, is 


not to make you ſcholars, but enable you to 
gain ſome knowledge, as the ſcripture fays, of 
God, which no one can attain to, by what men 
call wiſdom. You are taught a better ſort of 
wiſdom. You are taught to read God's word, 
ſo neceſſary to ſalvation ; or while others who 
have wherewithal to purchaſe learning, are ſs 
well inſtruQed that they come at length to doubt, 


you! that poſſeſs s not wherewithaltopurchaſelearn- 


ing, are inſtructed in no more than what is neceſ⸗ 
ſary to belief. That word which you are more 
particularly taught to read, contains a thouſand 
leflons for your conduct in this life. In many of 
the Pſalms, you will be made acquaitited ' with 

God „ 
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Gods s mercics granted David, and the 1 
of his great repentance for the ſins committed 


by him. In the Proverbs and Eccleſiaſtes, you 
will find 2 multitude of rules, all uſeful to you; 
andin Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, the Acts, 


and the Epiſtles, a full body of divinity, by 
which you will be qualified for happineſs in 
future, after having paſſed your days in happi- 


neſs on earth. Say then, with Solomon, who 


wrote the Proverhs and Eccleſiaſtes, while 
you purpoſe diligently to avail yourſelves of that 


| benevolence whiah fuch a number of protecting 


friends and patrons hold you forth in the affair 
of education, « J will follow the inſtruction 
Solomon's good ſpirit gives me. I remark, 
1 his words are, go thou ſluggard to the ant, con- 
4 figer what her ways are, and) be wi viſe thyſelf. 
* Nes, prophet, Iwill do ſo, and take leiſons 
«© from an inſect that is generally looked on 
« with contempt ; ſo that by her inſtruction, I 
« ſhall ſhun the rock of floth, on which fo 
« many thoughtleſs individuals, ſituated likemy- 
« ſelf, are found to ſplit. Vouchſafe me then, 
« oh God, the recompences thou haſt promiſed ; 


40 thou on whom men never place their confi- 


Cc dence in vain,” This, and much reaſoning 
like it, are you taught, dear children, in that 
part 
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tament, or as ſome call it the New Tete 
inſtructs you how to gain the happineſs of 
Heaven hereafter; 3 and, yr ous and deſti- 


and not hat only, but who! is it, think you, may 
peruſe it? Princes in the world? Rich men 
and women? No; for princes. in the world, 
together with rich men and women, being ſuch, ; 
are utterly excluded from peruſing it with pro- 


fit to their ſouls : they muſt entirely put aſide 
their princelineſs and wealth, if they would 
open this ineſtimable book, and enter on the. 
ſtudy of it ; for take notice, little children, that 
Chriſt Jeſus, of whoſe life and converſation it 
makes mention, did not come among us as a 


Prince or wealthy perſop, though the ſonof God. 


He found it much more neceſſary to ſupphy us with 
a model of behaviour, ſuch as we ſhould follow; 
being rather needy and diſtreſſed, than wealthy 


and exalted. That this model therefore, in it- 


ſelf, might be the beſt, and as example does 
much more than precept, he appeared among 
us in the humble ſituation of a ſervant, Nays; 

| | 388 
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a we may notice that ſome nite are 53.00 


ed higher in degree chan others; hoſe of aMucnt- 
maſters boaſtingtheir employers” greatnefs, and 
deſpiſing ſuch as take the pay of meaner maſ. 
ters, he has taught us farther, and the inſtruction 
—— 
man boſoms, but a matter of thegreateſt conſo- 
lation to you, children, even were your rank or 


tuation lower than it is; he has; we ſay, ſtill 


further taught us that men ſhall not poſſibly pe- 
ruſe this teſtament in ſuch a manner as to draw 


improvement from it, if beforèhand they omit 


10 put away the lofty ſpirit of the prince or afflu- 
ent perſon, and aſſume inſtead, the humbler ſitu- 
ation of a ſervant; nay, unleſs, beforehand, ra- 
cher than affect the character of ſuch a ſervant, 

as by virtue of his maſter” $ greatrleſs 3 in the world 


looks down contemptuouſly upon his fellow ſer- 


wants in leſs elevated ſituations, he affume the 
unequivocal fimplicity | peculiar to a- tate of 
childhood. Judge then, if a Saviour, of ſuch 
great ſimplicity himſelf, has any thing to do 
with princes or great men and women, thoſe 
we mean who would draw near as ſuch to hear 
him, and not part with their beloved princeli- 


neſs or exaltation? No; the poor in ſpirit on- 


10 ſhall be worthy hearers of their Saviour's ex- 
horta- 


arts Oe Str BY A oe br? 
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| knetations, and on that account, he tells che 
meſſengers of John, that ado. a? he came | 
to preach his goſpel. 

And what wonder; for that goſpel which 
Chriſt Jeſus brought from Heaven, was intend- 
ed to convince mankind thatin the ſcale of Pro- 
vidence, all human beings are exactly on a level; 
and that, notwithſtanding in the ſcale of ber. 
tune much diſtinction muſt be made between a 
ſervant and his maſter, or a ſubje& and his ſo- 
vereign, yet in God's impartial eſtimation, both 
the ſervant with his maſter, and the ſovereign 
with his ſubject are the ſame. Hence, therefore, 
let the gratitude we have already recommended 
you to ſhow your benefactors, be increaſed; for 
what is their intention by thus paying, as they 
do, that you may be inſtructed? In the ſpirit 
of true charity, which in its compoſition has 
no ſelfiſhneſs, they with you ſhould be rendered 


ſenſible, that ſeen in a reli gious point of view, 


. they are no better than yourſelves. One might 
imagine, that the maſter's intereſt would be 
this: to keep his ſervant down, and have him 
think that God conſiders him much better 
than he does his ſerrant. Theſe may be indeed 
thoſe politics the world ſubſcribes to, but they, 


are not God's. God's method of proceeding | 
Vor. III. 3 vo -._ 
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| with mankind ; is ſhown us in his as which. 
| fays: „with him is no reſpect to perſons ;” 
what then is* the language. of thoſe friends, 
whom the almighty's providence has raiſed you 

up? As follows : 4 ſee that you fulfil our kind in- 
« tention ; learn that duty you owe God, which 
« will enable you to ſee that we too are con- 
4 vinced of ſuch a duty.” Thus, are we all 
ſervants of our God, and taken in this point of 
view, upon a level with each other, 

Such is the diſintereſted generoſity, dear lit- 
tle children, of your friends : pray every night 
and morning for their welfare in the world, for 
that reward in Heaven their charity deſerves, 
and for a bleſſing on their kindneſs in yourſelves. 
Theſe objects God will certainly approve of in 
your prayer, and he attends well pleaſed when 
children offer ſupplications to him, on their 
knees. Our father” ſay you every one when 
you lie down to reſt, within the humble dwel- 
ling of your parents, and each morning when - 
you riſe to proſecute your ſeveral little taſks : 
« our father who, as Jeſus Chriſt inſtructs us 
« to addreſs thee, art in heaven, oh ſanctify the 
« abundance thy good providence has poured 
« upon the families of thoſe who pay to give 
« us the ineſtimable gift of learning how to 

5 "0 read 5 
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« read thy word. While their abundance 


« makes them happy! in this world, may 


it af- 


« ford them the ſure means of- being happy in 
« the world to come and make us grateful | for 
, « their kindneſs, by improving all we can, ſo 
that in this world! we may gain an honeſt 
60 maintenance, and come hereafter to that bleſt 
6c inheritance, "which to obtain in our behalf; 
« thy ſon addreſſed his gofpel to the poor; to 
to thoſe in our condition, and by no means 
« to the rich unleſs they ſhould put off the 


« boaſt of their abundance, when they 


came 


« into thy preſence for the bleſſing, of ſalvation. 


« Hear us we beſeech hes, for the 
« of Jeſus Chit, Kc.“ 


'T H EI HY N N. 


TO all the creatures. thou haſt form'd 
Thy mercies, Lord, extend; 
And every animal in the: 


Finds an unfailing friend. 


But we alas! of humar race, 
A little helpleſs band, 
Oppreſs'd with ignorance and want, 
Nee ſwarming thro' the land. 
LW / #24 2 . 2 
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| That Jefus Chriſt had ſaid 3 
No child's approach 8 
. For Heaven is his inheritance 


dere an ae fee 


| God's, gracious face i in kis behalf, 
We knew not till of late, 

When generous men and women roſe 
Jo pity our ſad ſtate. 


"Now we can read, and o'er the page | 
That yields improvement, look; 
But more than all, peruſe thoſe truths 
| Contumed within God's book. 


There are we taught the certain way 
To happineſs even here ; 

And happineſs beyond the grave, 
Which ſinners ſo much fear. 


For fuch good friends, Jet gratitude | 
Our heart for ever fray: 


And peace, that peace! which comes from 


Heaven, 


Their charity repay.” © 
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oN A PROPER BEHA VIOUR TO SUPE- 
 RIORS, EQUALS, ; AND INFERIORS. 
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Witte pit, as mth 
We with all men. 
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AC (OD'S 8 gvodneſ' is diſcernible in \ this mak 

FI cular; that while he claims our duty, 
and has pointed out the duty we are bound in 
to each other, he makes love the baſis of that 
duty: not alone the duty we owe all our fellow 


creatures in the world, for there is nothing very 
wonderful in that, nor is his goodneſs ſo much 


manifeſt therein; becauſe, if love infers be- 
tween the parties an equality, all human crea- 


tures, with reſpect to one another, are, and 


muſt be, on a footing of equality; but like- 
wiſe of that duty we owe Him: and in this cir- 


cumſtance conſiſts the miracle and proof of the 


Almighty's condeſcending goodneſs, that his 
gracious ſpirit ſhould, in ſome ſort, put us on 


C 3 a level 


as 1b 7 in you, Hos Peace 
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a level with himſelf. Had he deſigned to rule 
us with a rod of iron, he would certainly have 
ſaid, and the commandment could not but have 
ſeemed a thing of courſe,--Tam the Lord thy God, 
und thou ſhalt fear me'only: bit, in many places, 
he has hid us love him. That his providence 
ſhould thus have taken care to ſoften the aſpe- 
rity or foughneſs of that duty we owe one ano- 
ther, by this love, is what we ſhould not won- 
der at ſo much. It takes not from his confe- 
quence; but that he ſhould have ſeemingly de- 
baſed himſelf by thus enjoining us to love him 
- Iikewife;; this, as we have ſaid already, i is a 
real wonder. Nothing can, however, be more 
true. Let us adore, then, his great goodneſs, 
and, determining to regulate; our conduct by 
that love he is ſo gracious as to look for at our 
hands himſelf, examine how we are to love 
our neighbours. In the love we are to cheriſn 
5 with reſpect to God, there are no lir its, which 
is not the caſe with that we owe mankind. 
Let us then fee what limitations we ſhould put 
- 3t under; for that limitations are efſential, that 
word poſſible, denotes. it be poſſible; fays the 
Apoſtle, or as much as Jieth in you, live in peace 
with all men, There are, A fome we 


| 0 840 1 
cannot e in peace with. N iert 
2 E 5 In 
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Ee are various orders; and God's Providence $M 


"DA willed they ſhould exiſt; not to confound 
"ſociety and peace among us, but eſtabliſh thein 
more fully. Poſſibly, theſe orders a are innume- 
rable; but in this diſcourſe we ſhall reduce 
them all to three, which will not be too man 


for your  compreh( nfion; and thoſe three are 


your ſuperiors, equals, and inferiors. "Every 
individual in theſe orders are you bound to lorε 
upon as Claiming a.petuliar duty at your hand 
; A us examine what that duty is. 
Our Lord indeed, in Matthew's three-and- 
twentieth chapter, bids us call no human 

father; adding, that God only is our "father. 
Now this word involves the circumſtance of 


duty; ſo that we might think the precept bade 
us look upon no human being as the object of 


our duty: but God's providence has not eſta- 
bliſhed the relationſhips of child and father, 
king and ſubject, with the reſt which we could 
name you, with a. view of taking from that 
father, king, and ſo forth, the authority they 
ought to exerciſe, and therewithal the duty 
they may juſtly claim. No, no: the intention 
of Chri 
Tow; and the intention muſt be owned quit 

„ nee 


Jeſus, in this prohibition, is "OT : 
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green pat | 
1 8 intention is to f ſhox, that — . 28 
"be expreſſes it, a father who reſides in Heaven 
above us, we ſhould, in the firſt place, look 
on our fuperiors who are ſo exalted i in the world, 
above us likewiſe, and by whom it is not likely 
wwe ſhall ever, ſave in inſtances that very rarely 
chance, be called upon to do. them ſervice ; we 
maqanner as we do on God; that is to ſay, we 
=. ſhould conſider them intitled to our. deference 
= and reſpect. Then, in the next place, that 
reflecting on thoſe common wants to which, 
without diſtinction, we ate all obnoxious, we 
- ſhould live in friendſhip with our equals ; doing 
1 them, indeed, whatever good we can, but not 
| without the expectation of receiving benefit 
| from them, on ſuch occaſions as may aber, 
hen they have it in their power to do us ſer- 
vice in return. And, laſtly, that beholding 
with an eye of kindneſs and complacency the 
need to which ſuch multitudes beneath us are 
reduced, we ſhould extend aſſiſtance, ene. 
and ſupport, to our inferiors; doing 
whatever good we can, without * 
NOR, on their parte of a return. This is the 
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If, — it were not eee 
5 henſion would be far from ſtrong e 
underſtand the definition; and beſides, rex: 
822 to aſcertain, without 
this definition, who are your ſuperiors, mingled 
as they are among mankind, than it would be 
for us to give the definition. Be it, therefore, 
here ſufficient to remark, that you 2 
or ſurrounded with a hoſt or army of ſuperiors 
but what follows hence, dear ——— 
Does this hoſt, or army of f eriors, 
againſt you? No; it is a matter in your fa- 
vour, ſince the duty you all owe them, as al- 
ready we have ſaid, of deference or reſpe&, is 
one leſs complicate than that you owe to equals 
or inferiors; and you underſtand us well e ugh, 
when we adviſe you to conſider all of a ſuperior 
| rank in life with deference and reſpect. - Of 
courſe, on this firſt article we cloſe our obſer⸗ 
vations; thoſe that are to follow, en by" far 
mr inteteſting. 

We obſerve then, in hw next 5 pi 76 
: fleQng on thoſe common wants to which, 
without diſtinction, we are liable, we ſhould, 
on all occaſions, live in friendſhip. with our 
3 doing them, ind. whatever good we 


can, 
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FO do we ay, be you a friend to ſ ich 
* pw; without ph Jie 0 ba: yo 


there is a truſt in friendſhip, 26 alin; we 


may ſay ; and all alliances men enter into 


We are ĩimprudent, if not dangerous. 
eee gt ns ner do 


grown: to men as; women, pie SE Ms 
are, and bleſs God's good- 
41 who, not ſatisfied with giving you him- 
ſelf; for Jeſus Chriſt you that the Al- 
mighty is your father, and that ſurely is a real 
there are none among you born 
of greatet or more noble parents than the reſt 
whom they aſſociate with, but look upon it as 

an honour to themſelves—who, we repeat, -not 
fatisfied with giving you himſelf, ſo that you 
my ing the privileges of his children, has 
connected 
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what we have not Gel — to ae and 

of our diſcouile, may 1 of 
charity, While you are ſaithful to diſcharge 

rd remaining duty we are all, "without 

on; Sara to . mahitude beneath 


2 a 7 2 
Vs obfervethen, in the vl plac, that be- | 


Holding with an eye of kindneſs and comy 
cency the need to which ſuch multitudes be- 
neath us ——— 
5 — — 4m 8 
ee — of « Yetwn. »- . 
For, dear diſciples, you are not . 
ä xior to theſe children of humility ; but the ide⸗ 
that you are ſo, is expreſſed at all times in your 
carriage, countenance and conduct, We can 
ſee it is, nor do we blame you for it. Let the 
conſciouſneſs, however, of this ſame ſuperiority 
redound to your advantage; not confuſion ;'for 
Chriſt Jeſus, when he argued on this head with 
- his diſciples, did not bid them = away the am- 
bition of affecting each to - hinaſelf the 
greateſt; but inſtructed dee by: what behavi- 
our each would be ſo. He, his words are, that 
is greateſt of you, let him be your ſervants Juſt 
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that for thoſe 
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that Jens Ci when on dne Polite f OY 
For us, he iriſtri cted his diſciples, and breathed 
dut his final prayer in thkir behalf, conſidered 
this diſintereſted love, as what alone Was wor- 
thy of his thoughts, when in the firſt place he 
addreſſed them faying: * ye laue euch other, all 
men in that caſe, ſhall know © e are the fm of God's 
| AMſclples: : and when quickly after, in the laſt 
h Place, lifting up his eyes to Heaven, he ſaid: 
T pray not for theſe only ,but them alſo which in fu- 
ture ſhall clear to me through their word ; that they 
may all be one, as thou, 05 father, art in me, and 
Tin'thee. This was the tender Tupptication 
of thy Jon, and whict thou heardſt. Hear ours 
too, we beſeech thee, for his ſake to whom, &c. 
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now ban a ita of tender years | 
Like me his worſhip pay? a, 

Lord teach my heart to N a0 then | 

2 No u matter what 1 ſay. 
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daily teaches us ſhould for the profit of both par- 
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Which of yu, hauin eee ee 
* cattle, will ſay. unto him by and by when he 
is cume from the field: go. and fit down to meat ? 
and will not rather ſay um him: + make. ready 


| wherewith I may ſup, and gird thyſelf and ſerve 
me till I have eatem and 2 . 


ward Be 8 1 1 


© * 


— 


SE were hit nnd 0 Sits brit 
when, in the courſe of many parables, he | 
counſeled thoſe who waited on his preaching, 
and proceeded next to ſhow them, that man- 
kind were bound to God ; not God to them : 
but we employ them to. point out the impro- 


priety of partialities to ſervants, thoſe that fa- 
milies pay wages to that they may have their 


ſervice, and thoſe therefore that experience 


ties 


b Hi- e Maſe us 
Hall be upon the fuitihful in the:land,! F bluse they: 
may' dwell "with me." He that walleth-in'@ per- 
fett way. ſhall ſerve me. He that's 07 
 ſhull"not"deoell within my h "* 7 
lies\ſhall nut tarry in my Reb. | 
Theſe are ee e * 
David Was à king; who; having Had Num ou 
Givints, KW vrbit-trel Tw Sept mw 
eſt for them, not ſo much to humble, as to fix 
then in the place wherein they might appear 
Akt credit to themſelves, at all times. Po- 
der therefore on the word: of David, vou, Who- 
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cover. to your comfort, that on 
ch delity, with- are) in a perfect 5 
way, abſtaining flott deceit, and deteſtation of 
the lyar's ways, it is not utterly impoffible bit 
tliat you may obtain admiſſion: to Kings 'houſes, 
and live there as ſervants: Now, we know 
that as there never yet was any ſervant, but 
conſidered he was authoriſed to boaſt by reaſon 
of his-maſter's greatneſs, ſo it follows; from this 
obſervation, that of thoſe appointed u der maſ- 
l ſorne: are two the ful as reat as Otliers thi 
e Sartre d ee e 16: ir Bote 
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After this, What 12 83 ave you + to I jeals, 
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eus of our meaning or intention in advancing 


| ſuch. a text as you have heard? As if you 


could do ſo. with reaſon, On the other hand, | 


dear friends and hearers, for whoſe, uſe this ex- 


| hortation principally i is deſigned, that are our 


equals i in the ſcale of providence, and only our 
inferiors as capricious fortune has determined 
for the preſent ſlate of being, place an. unre= 


ſerved reliance. on. our Juſtice, and be certain, = 
we would wiſh to do you all the goodwe can, 
much rather than inſult yours humble ſituation, ; 


in the world. 


We ſay then, be ſolicitous! to 72 — 8 
as David mentions, faithful, and to walk, as 
afterwards is his expreſſion, in a perfect WAY, to 
ſhun all manner of deceit, and never let urn 
tongue ſpeak. falſities ; aſſured that if yo take 


theſe ſeveral precautions, you will not alone ö 


tain good maſters, and ſecure your'elves i in com- „ 


fortable ſituations, but that alſo thoſe good maſ- 


ter and thoſe comfortable ſituations will ſeek vou, 
if we may ſo,expreſs ourſelf; for David fays: . 
eyes ſpall be upon the faithful i in the land that they, | 

" and, as he means to deen no other, may. dwell with, ? 


wn 5 me. 
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Andi is this aſtoniſhing, . we he 
. as Solomon informs us, he that hath a 
faithful ſervant has found out a treaſure ? You 
no doubt wll know the value of a ſervant to 
| his maſter, and even they who do not ſerve 
their maſters faithfully, are notwithſtandingcon- 
fcious that fidelity is what their maſters look 
for. Do we then inſult your humble ſituation 
in the world, when we adviſe you to be that, 
which maſters wiſh to find you? Aſk what 
fort of conduct has reduced ſo many of your 
occupation to want bread, and i in ſome caſes, 
we may ſay, to fall unpitied victims to the laws 
they have infringed; and will a fingle individual 
tell you, that becauſe he was accounted faith- 
ful; walked, as David mentions, in a perfect 
way, abhorred deceit, and would not have to 
do with lies, he is that wretched character he 
finds himſelf at preſent ? Mould to God, the ma- 
- Jor partof thoſe thus ruined, would undoubted- 

Y reply, that when we firft came out into the” 
world of ſervice, we. had but enjoyed the bleſſing 
Fa rigid monitar, to teach us what was eur in- 
cumbent duty in the families we ſerved ; or would 
t Vod we had but liflened to the counſel” of our” 
conſei ence, which in many inflances would not have. 
Et us in the dark upon that head ; but we nd. 
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in our preſent wretched ſituaton. 


This indeed is not a language that, A: 


exception, - all bad ſervants are reduced to. 


Heir then what, conſidering matters at the beſt, 


is the apology which fooliſn or imprudent ſer- 


vants make in general to themſelves for that 


continual change of miſtreſſes and maſters their 
improper conduct is the cauſe of. The apo- 


notwithſtanding which it will continue to be 
triter ſtill. THERE ARE MORE PLACES NOW-) 


A-DAYs THAN PARISH"CHURCHEs. To bad 


fervants, ſpoſſibly there may be ſo; but for 


that very reaſon, will thoſe ſervants ho reſort 


to ſuch a declaration b at all times needy, and 


exchanging ſervices; while faithful ſervants 


will at all times recommend themſelves to thoſe; 
whoſe wages they receive, and be as much de- 


ſired to ſtay in their feſpective places, being 


friends, though humble ones, to thoſe they ſerve, 


as they themſelves can be deſirous to retain thoſe 


places, and be happy * the 1 of 


their maſters? 9 5 

Under that protection, may you in the FRO 
mer of your lives be happy, and lay up againſt 

| the winter-of your days? 

| Vor. III. 3 D | mand 
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hat its neceſſities de- p 
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mand; as Fe good ſervants will exert 
themſelves to do. It muſt be the reward of 

your fidelity. That ſervant who, if ever wick- 
ed company ſhould hold out their example, and 
entice him to defraud, or even, we may fay, 
neglect his maſter, is poſſeſſed of grace enough” 
to aſk how he ſhall do ſuch wickedneſs and fin 
againſt his God, will never, in the evening of 
his life, when multitudes, by their iniquity, 
are brought to want a bit of bread, will never, 
we repeat, good friends and hearers, be re- 
duced ſo low as to cry out with Job, although, 
indeed, his ſituation was not due to ſuch a 
cauſe, Oh that I were, as in months paſt, as in 
the days when God preſerved me. Being of one 
ſex we ſay, that ſervant never will be brought 
to ſuch a melancholy ſituation or extremity z 
nor being of the other, will ſhe ſeek, in proſti- 

tution, an opprobrious maintenance, like her 
who, in Hoſea's ſecond chapter, | ſays, JI will 
g after my lovers that give me bread and water. 
Both theſe wretched ſituations, whereunto ſo 
many are reduced, will ſervants, * e 
avoid. 
And having ſaid thus bed in favour of a 
uſeful ſet of people, uſeful while they keep 


| n the limits of their duty, but a pe ; 
| | 115.100 


to e children, wi to e. gives 
us ſo much pleaſure; and ſhall dedicate the 
whole remaining part of this diſcourſe to your 
tructi in a duty which, at fuſt, may ſeem 
ws tooling to no ſort of conſequence; but 
which, in fact, is of the greateſt: namely, 
your incumbent duty to avoid familiarity with 
ſervants, even though the plea- be this,—that 
you would wiſh to do them good. This is 
a duty which no child can be excuſed from ; 5 
but to do this latter duty, you are not neceſſi- 
tated to neglect the former. On the other 
hand, you. muſt obſerve the duty of abſtaining 
from all Intimacy, . when you do them good 
with prudence. Jeſus Chriſt, who you may 
note, dear children, was ſo humble as to take 
upon himſelf the office of a ſervant, and was 
therefore not diſpoſed to think the ſtate of ſuch 


a one diſgraceful, has preciſely given you his 


inſtructions on this head, and they compoſe 
the text; which, leſt you ſhould not recollect 
it, we will here repeat. Which of you, 
having a ſervant ploughing or feeding cattle, 
will ſay unto him, by and by, when he is 
« come from the field, go and fit down to 
« meat? and will not rather ſay unto him, 
LY NS make 


_— PW WE 
« thyſelf. and ſerve me, till I have eaten and 


make ready wherewith I m 


0 drunken; and" n Wolr qa eat * 3 


n.. 
Now, . dees 61. import Gio RO 
bu that miſtreſſes and maſters ' may evince 
themſelves imprudently indulgent to their ſer- 
vants? And this fault in them may be com- 
pared with one which children frequently in- 
cur, or rather which their parents ſuffer, name 
ly, a too great familiarity with ſervants.” A 
too great familiarity, the proverb tells us, 
breeds contempt; and that too when both par- 
ties are upon a footing of equality. If, with 
reſpe& to thoſe that may be your companions, 
ſuch a proverb will hold good, that is, if ſuch 
as have received an education will be apt to 
look with ſcorn on thoſe by whom they are 
permitted to take freedoms, are we to ſuppoſe, 
that ſervants, deſtituteofeducation, willhave bet- 
ter notions? No: the leaſt you muſt expect from 
intimacies with ſuch people, is contempt for your 
improper condeſcenſion Servile ſituations will 
inſpire, at all times, ſervile notions; for if not, 
where is the benefit of education? Why, at 
ſuch a great expence, do parents get their chil- 
dren ee in the 9 of learning and 
8 


— cammonly; brought up in, if 5 — l 


ſervants are thought qualified. 
Preceptors: but the conſeq 


TAC of having 
ſuch breceptors is ſo obvious, that we hardly 


Ent. - Wel lay. then,, children, 


the reward. 1 ME egg he may repay: your 
kindneſs, will, at leaſt, be their contempt. 


At leaſt, we ſay, this conſequence. will fol- 


low; and indeed it wereidevoutly to be wiſlie 
that no worſe confequence would follow. Th 


contempt of ſervants, you may ſay, is not ſo 
grievous a calamity that any one ſhould wiſn 
to ſhun a pleaſure for the ſake of ſhunning ſuch 


a punifhment. | Ah children! ſay you “ ſuch 


4 4 pleaſure?” Is there any pleafure, then, i in 


the ſociety of thoſe that are ſo much beneath 


you? And beſides, do you conſider it no tri 


fling matter to incur the pain of their contempt, 


when if the meaneſt reptile crawling on the 
ground beneath you, Had but partialities, you 
would deſire a place in its eſteem. But be 
this circumſtance not mentioned —ſtill we ſay 
that by aſſociation with domeſtics, you . will 
learn in tune their language; and is this a mar- 
=» 3 1 ter 


54 7 * b x e on XXX vir. ic 108 | nh | 


ter of no con ee You know how much 
_ thoſe ſimpletons are laughed at, whoſe diſcourſe 
betrays a want of education. An r 
word, or one pronounced improperly | 
uttered, in the ear, we do not ſay of critics, 
but of thoſe that generally make up, what we 
call ſociety, ſhall be ſufficient to attract their 
obſervation, and' of courſe to fill the ſpeaker” 8 
countenance with bluſhes and confuſion: but 
not only is their language low and vulgar, but 
| their principles are often vicious likewiſe. 
How then can you mix with ſuch, and not con- 
tract their blots or imperfections, when the 
very features of as many as keep eompany to- 
gether frequently affimilate, that is, grow like 
each other? By a cautious reſolution not to 
mingle with them, will the vitiation of your 
language and your principles, as well as the 
| diſgrace of their contempt, be ſhunned : they 
are not either of them ſurely ſo inviting, that 
at every riſque you would keep e with "20 
thoſe we ſpeak of 
Nothing in all this is meant, dear children, 
to prevent the obſervation of thoſe rules that 
teach you to do good to all men, and particu- 
larly thoſe you are connected with, as children 
of e miſtreſſes and maſters that employ | 
5 chem. 
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to ls to all their wants, to be their fri 


and condeſcend, on all occaſions, to them; vet 7 
in this, by no means are. you authoriſed to look 


for a return of any benefit you may confer upon 


them in their gratitude; for gratitude is a re- 


turn which can. be uniformly teſtified by none 


but ſuch as are directed through the inſpiration 
of religion to it. In a word, you are to do 


them all the good you can as Christians and 
be ſatisfied with the reward which God himſelf 
pronounces ſhall attend upon benevolence. 


This is the ſubſtance of our thoughts on 


your behaviour to the claſs of men and women 
placed beneath you in the line of ſervants. 
The diſcourſe we have preſented you upon this 


duty is, as we conceive it, the leaſt intereſting 
of the two and fifty making up this manual; 
but if God vouchſafe his bleſſing on it, who 


can tell but that it may conduce to your 
improvement, in a duty that contributes ſa 
eſſentially to what muſt be conſidered the 
well-being of ſociety? May the a 
then beſtow this bleſſing on it, and ſucceed 
whatever has been ſaid not only in this 
exhortation, but. in every one that has pre- 
__ it, and likewiſe what hereafter ſhalt be 


{11 


Thou art their * and e rand 


| Live with them as with friends we would, | 


- SERMON. XXVII. $43 £9). 


4. 


56 


ſaid in thoſe: that are to follow. Bok ſoythee 
on ns. &c. . 
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FL. HOW. are © thy Ste bleſs d, a Lord! 


How ſure is their defence” | 
In thy omnipotence.! MRS ROSIE 
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r us mitte 


As cloſely as we can; eee SAT 
And to each child es . 21 05 
Plac'd near us in a ſervile ſtate, +44 35 


> 1% 


Let us :duſtrioully Ao good, 3 75 1 
Be ne'er their zeal forgot: 3 
Let us be kind, but not 8 


Let us at all times hear It mind, 
That thy wiſe providence 
Has *tween us plac'd a fence — 


No doubt for ſome good end deſign d. 
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And let us not thoſe ranks confound, © © 
Which thou wouldIt keep disjoin' 


For are not all mankind, - 5 5 1 (vs 
er by ſuch ra 
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ON FRIENDSHIP. 
PROVERBS ok v. *. 


4 en laveth at all t times. 


— 


YOME hither, every one of you, dear little 


' friends, while we addreſs you on a ſubjeR, 


which, our ſoul, if we may ſay ſo, loves. Ac- 


cuſtomed often to be with you, and appointed 
by the parents of no few to plant within your 
minds the ſeed of underſtanding, we have learn- 


ed your language; we have frequently com- 5 


mented on your lovelineſs; we have been often 
told there are no friendſhips to be found among 
mankind, becauſe there is fo much diſſimula- 
tion; and even inſtinct has inclined us to aſſo- 
 ciate with thoſe only, whoſe ſimplicity preſerves 
them fron the charge of ſuch diſſimulation; con- 
ſequently, in whoſe friendſhip there could be no 
diſappointment. We have been, in ſhort, your 
friend, Let no one ſay; « but, have you not 


I F diſcovered 


1 
7 o 


ec Aiſcovered W that ee 1 5 
« are ſo partial, and whoſe praiſe you laviſhly 
« enlarge upon, are ſelfiſh?” We have found 
indeed, that gifts excited pleaſure i in their lit- 
tle hearts: but as at no time have we ſought to 
cultivate a friendſhip or good will with any of 
them, when we did not love the object; ſo too, 
has that love excited us at all times to diſplay 
in their behalf no barren ſpirit of affection. 
We have come indeed with both hands full, 
with arms, if we may repreſent ourſelves in ſuch | 
an attitude, extended to receive the little ob- 
jects that engroſſed at that time our whole ſoul, 
and with a heart that urged us forward to em- 
brace them; while, on their part, they, as we 
imagined, did not ſhow themſelves in any man- 
ner. ſelfiſb, but delighted; which, to us was juſt 
the ſame as being grateful. In the ſacriſices we 
have made of ſundry comforts and conveniences, 
that we might gratify the little ones we had to 
do with, we have dwelt too much upon ourſelf, . 
that is our own enjoyments, to. conſider whe- 
ther thoſe we gratiſied were any thing but hap- 
py; and the ſmile that ſat in every region of 
their countenances, told us they were happy. 
This was all the curioſity chat marked our 
friendſhip for them. 


. 


9 


In the firſt place chere, Fr muſt let you 
13. what friendſhip is; and what fo charm- 
ing a connection properly proceeds from.— 
- Friendſhip is an ardent with in any one to make 
another happy: in one word, to love that other, 
whether male or female. Hence, it follows, 
that provided men were what they ought to be, 
this friendſhip would exiſt in every heart alike, 
and that the world at large would be no other 
than a ſcene of univerſal friendſhip, joining 
man to man, and conſequently. child to child: 
becauſe, (and now we come to let you know 
what friendſhip proper proceeds from, as 
we ſaid we wonld,) it is conſtructed, that is, 
founded, on the baſis off God's s law; for if you 
read the Bible, you will find that Moſes, who 
_ enjoined the Hebrew people to love God, com- 
manded they ſhould love their neighbour, that 
is any one they had to do with ; which is juſt 
the ſame as if he had directed them to love, 
without exception, all men. You will like- 
wiſe, little friends, be eaſily perſuaded that this 
friendſhip in reality is founded on the maxims 
of the world, becauſe the ſame authority that - 
firſt made laws to govern every human being in 
ſociety, eſtabliſhed friendſhip as a tie conducive 

to the exiſtence of Oy.” This friendſhip is 
= eſla- 
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Since tem wh att commanded 4 by theſes four 
authorities, tolove, we ar manded by them 
likewiſe to make friends of thoſe we love: that 
v, we are commanded to be friends with all 
men. This indeed would be our duty; but 
Chriſt Jeſus, ſpeaking on this article of friend 

thip, ſays: a new commandment, J am come ts 
give you : that ye love. each other” as myſelf hav, 
| bowed you: But why do you” imagine; little 
friends, he found it neceſſary on this head to 
give us, as he ſays, a new commandment? 
Why indeed, as you may notice, ot decauſe the 


old commandment could not be accompliſhed 


without guilt; for ſin was rode: multiplied 


among mankind, and had induced a wonderous 


inequality of ſituation between man and man, 
fince all men jn a ſtate of virtue would have been 
n + and the names of King and ſub- 
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0 % he "SERMON, *. 
| 3 eee „ in \ that cole. have been 
utterly unknown amor us. Now, we fay, 
dear little hearers, that the various ranks eſta- 
| bliſhed in ſociety, which various ranks have been 
the conſequence of ſin, preclude a multitude of 
men from being friends to one another. For 
os 3 s ſake, no friendſhip can exiſt between 
a king and any of his ſubjects; none between a 
maſter and his ſervant ; none, between a weal- 
thy and a poor man; none, between you chil- 
dren, that have hopes or expectations in the 
world, and thoſe who have no hopes or ex pecta- 
tions, ſave of getting their ſubſiſtance in the 
World, by manual, coarſe, or ſervile labour. God 
forbid however, but that kings ſhould do their 
ſubjects all the good they may be able; but 
that maſters ſhould affiſt their ſervants to the 
- utmoſt ; but that wealthy people ſhould contri- 
bute part of their abundance to relieye the ſor- 
ſows of the needy ; but that you too, children, 
ſhould extend your bounty, trifling though it 
may be, upon all occaſions, to ſuch children as 
are much beneath you. All we mean to ſay, 
on this occaſion, is as follows: that no friend- 
ſhip can ſubſiſt between theſe different fituati- 
ons, any more than you will all allow. us, can 
> have 
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„** 


beate he: -may Tae 1 infant See 


Io the next place too, by reaſon of that: fla 5 


1 has oceaſioned ſuch A number of de 
and- ſituations in the world, we are forbid 
ing upon terms of friendſhip with a. greater. 


_ multitude than what that number of degrees and 


| ſituations of mankind. compriſes: for & will Noi 


r 
* 


David tells us, #now a wicked perſon. __- vi 


Hence, dear company, it follows that the : 
word of God commands us to abſtain from 


| friendſhip, ſave with ſuch. as are upon a level 


with us, in reſpect to age and fortune; and of 


thoſe too, with ſuch only as are virtuous: for 
the rule that ought to guide our friendſhip, is 


the precept, that tue love each other, as Chriſt Fe bs 
laved his twelve a;ſoiples. Keeping this reſtric· | 


tion conſtantly in view, you may give way to 

that ſoft impulſe of your hearts which lean ſo 

much to friendſhip, and incline you to be inti- 

mate with even every ſtranger, and particularly 
| thoſe of your own ſex, and ſtanding. 


But not only may you cultivate a icndibip. 


with ſuch individuals as are upright, and your 
equals in the world, but God commands you 
 thould give up your hearts to its benign impreſ- 


id engag- 
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death-bed be mp won to your deu, you 


never will ſee God, who tells us he is love 
kſelf; but likewiſe (and this argument ſhould 


have its proper weight within you), ſince alt 
tove themſelves, and would be happy. Prove 


then that in this way you are ſelfiſh, and fulfil 


_ God's hw, if for no other purpoſe, yet do further 
your own fortune or advantage. 


Though if no advantage could refult from an 


obedience to the precept, can chere be a ſtronger 
Proof, we afk you, that the precept has been 
really delivered, than the ſubſequent conſidera- 
rations; namely, that of fuch a multitude of 
children as exiſt at preſent, and have hereto- 


fore exiſted in their ſeveral generations, you are 
all like one another? The conſideration may 
de carried further ſtill; and we may ſay, that 
you are all the children vf one father and one mo- 
ther: nay, yet further; we may make this ob- 
ſervation: that your firſt and common mother : 
was created, not like Adam, from the duſt, but 


faſhioned of his ſubſtance, taken as the hiftorian 
days in Geneſis, out of his very ſide. Your 
firſt and common parents, therefore, were but 


one, and God proceeded thus in his creation, 


_ nul -children to be born in every future 


period, 


2 


that account; they are intelligible to y 

that you may ſee this friendſhip is not 
a connection you have leave, or are p 
to engage in with each other, but are 
or commanded. With each other we repeat; 
becauſe, between you and the generation that 
are come to years of reaſon and reflection, com- 

prehending men and _ there can he 
no means any friendſhip, as 
ed you, on account of ys 1 7 
ſhips muſt be formed with one 1 then. 


That tender intercourſe and truſt, which friend- 
is at all times built on, muſt be cultivated 


in your hearts, as well as in the hearts of ſuch 
as are your equals; and as Luke 
connection, children ought to 2 ne 1 
earlier faithful, of one he 


one more lirnited;" 1 
tittle children love each other. 
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very mach w difpleatud — hisdiſciples GR 
- hinder certain children from approaching him, 
affectionately took them in his arms, embraced 
and bleſſed them, he enjoined not only his diſ- 

ciples, but the world at large, that is to ſay all 
"thoſe of greater age and underſtanding, to re- 
ceive and love them. Now what follows from 
tmis action? Need we tell you? What ex- 
cept a precept to yourſelves, that you, dear chil- 
dren, ſhould receive and love each other like wiſe; 
for, as being inoffenſive and incapable of hatred 

in your hearts, he recommended you affectio- 
nately to the peace and favour of all thoſe who 
were not in their hearts ſo inoffenſive, and in- 
I capable of hatred, n when pe . by 
By this time, you are e we truſt, 
have much it is your duty to be friends. with 
one another, and to love, as in the text is men- 
tioned, always. Let us therefore ſpeak a little 
now, of the advantage you will certainly derive 
from ſuch a ſtate of friendſhip. And in doing 
| this, we ſhall employ an image, as men call it, 
ſuch as may be met with frequently in common 
life. Imagine therefore you behold two men, 
Employed, or rather, we might ſay, two children, 
3 and 


5 ftheſe two men, or cl 


then, ſuchin pon of * ene 


an of either, Now 


common friendſhip with 0 N they will 
not be over burthened; for, at leaſt, each party 
will affiſt the other, and the load they are to 


carry be divided, ſhare and ſhare alike, between 


them: but ſuppoſing they ſhould both be will= 


| ing to appear ſuch friends as eee the com» | 


mon ſort in one another's eſtimation ; they will 
then diſpute which of them ſhall ſupport: the 
greater burthen, and by ſuch mear 
other; but ſuppoſing they were-enetnies, Kh 
nation but the tyrantwill of a ſuperior; and ſup» 


poſing, likewiſe, one juſt ſinking as it were be- 


neath his burden, ſhould deſire the other to re» 
lieve him; ; and this other, imitating 
nour of that churliſſi Nabal you may read of 


in the five and twentieth ot: the firſt of Samuel, 


Nabal, we repeat, who being ſent to by the 


famiſhed David for ſupport and ſuccour, anſwer- 


ed: who is David and the ſon of Feſſe ? there be 
many ſervants uow-a-days that leave their maſters. 
Shall 1 take my bread then, and my water, and my; 


6 SERMON. PN 
: Hab, that 1 have Billed to. give my. 


beſtow it upon men with whom I am nb in the 
deaft acguainted f if, we ſay, this other ſhould 
make anſwer when applied to by his fainting 
brother: « who: are you that I ſhould go beyond 
* my duty, and bear more than half the bur- 


«© then*-we are paid to carry,” what would 


be the conſequence of ſuch: a conduct, little 


ones? We leave you to return yourſelves an | 
anſwer to this queſtion, and aſſert, that nothing 


can ſupply a livelier image of that friendſhip we 


are ſpeaking of, than ſuch a ſuppoſition. 


Poſſibly you may bethink yourſelves of an- 
fwering here as follows: We have entered 
* into friendſhip, as we thought we might, 
«with ſuch or ſuch a perſon; ; but difcovered 
„ jn him ſince our firſt connection, faults 
* that made it, on the other hand, our duty to 
« break with him.” What, upon this ſubject, 


mall we ſay but this: that if thoſe faults af- 


fixed a dlat or blemiſnh on his moral character, 
it was indeed your duty to abſtain from all con- 


hection with him: but if not, we ſay, in that 
caſe, the Apoſtle Paul, had you attended to his 
exhortations, would have told you ta be pa- 


tient with him, and not lightly ſunder the con- 


nection. This he muſt be underſtood as re- 
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were diſeaſtd, its owner would not treat it 
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„when he bids us beni 
dee that al men are in ae _ nn of 
ee if ſo; _ if one a body: 


roughly, or cry out: © look how this leg or 


tion, cheriſh or at leaſt conceal it, and proceed | 


«cut it off this inſtant!” No; but, on the 


other hand, as ſomething appertaining to him,. 
for that very reaſon he would treat it with affec- 


no farther harſhly than was en 8 to alleft'a 2 


his expence : and yet, ſo far from being jealous 


cure. 

Much leſs then, little ones, ſhould any * you 
think that for the ſake of intereſted motives, or 
for trivial failings, you might break off friend- 


ſhip with another; and ſtill infinitely leſs, for 
his outſhining you, which circumſtance, you | 
ſhould, upon the other hand, impute to his ſu- 


perior merit. This was Jonathan's behaviour 
in regard to David, with whoſe ſtory we con- 


clude our exhortation. Jonathan and David 


were exactly on a level with reſpect to diſpoſi- 
tion, age, and ſtature; but God's providence was 


bringing David to a throne, Which Jonathan : 


faw plainly he would come into poſſeſſion of, at 
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| en actions, — reply ſhall- be, like that of 


90 e enen ri. 
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of his friend, or breaking off the i intimacy that 
had place between them, he conſidered it ſuffi- 
cient to poſſeſs the place next under him. Thou 


Halt be king, ſaid Jonathan; and I fit next 
thee. - Jonathan loved David; but in ſuch a 


way as Jeſus Chriſt, in after ages, bade us love 


each other; namely, as he loved us: for hence- 
' forward, be the Lord, ſaid Fonathan, between us, 


and between my ſeed and thine for ever. 
To the Lord, dear children, we refer you, by 
whoſe grace you will be able toengage in friend- 


ſhips, that ſhall tend to your felicity, while of- 


ten, too, too often, a miſtaken friendſhip is the 
ruin and diſgrace of individuals. Enable thoſe, 
oh God, that are aſſembled here before thee, to 
reflect upon the friendſhip formed by thy ado- 
Table and only ſon with his diſciples; for no 
guilt, or even weakneſs, entered into; his con- 


nection with them. In his life, he yielded not 


to their improper wiſhes ; and in death, he was 
ſolicitous to bleſs them, Let this model of true 
friendſhip be inceſſantly before them; and al- 
though they cannot equal it, let them at leaſt 
endeavour to purſue his footſteps, - So, when, 
by ſuch friends, who are not ſettled in their 
principles, they may be tempted to engage in 


Jeſus 


of veranvenry.” 


what + you 0 and when, finally, the time for 8 
ſeparating in this world, is come, thoſe friends 
they leave behind them, they ſhall recommend _ 

to other friends, adopting in ſome ſort the dying 
words of the redeemer, with reſpect to Mary | 


and the well beloved John; behold thy ſon 
behold thy mother! Hear =_ we beſeech thee, 
for the fake of Jokes Chriſt, 


THE ESR 


OH God, thy grace alone, we know, 
Forms virtuous friendſhips here below; 


And 'twas by virtue of thy grace, 
That Saul's kind hearted ſon, 
What time, his father'sgcalous hate 
Young David ſcarce could ſhun, 
By motives of thy preſence ſway'd, 
A friendſhip with that David made. 
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So may we likewiſe make a friend,. 


ith whom our lite time we may 0 | 
And conſtantly to do him FER, | 
+ Let us with ardour aim, 
wed Ex ing he, with equal zeal, : 
Will ſtrive to do the ſame, _. 
While this alone ſhall be our boaſt, 
That either loves the other moſt, 
| i 
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ox OUR DUTY TO MEN. 


5 MALEORY XXI. * 37 to 40. 1 


Thou ſbalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 


and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 


This is the firſt and great commandment : and - 
the ſecond is like unto it. Thou ſhalt love thy 


. aeighbour as thyſelf. On theſe two command- 
| ments, hang all the law and the prophets. 


plicity, good little ones, exempts you from 
that ſin with which the lawyer, as we read, 
was chargeable, who put a queſtion to Chriſt 
Jeſus, which he anſwered in the words that con- 
ſtitute our text, and thereby ſaved himſelf from 
falling into the inſidious ſnare with which the 
lawyer hoped he ſhould entrap him. From this 
| lin, we fay, dear company, your great ſim- 
plicity exempts you ; and whenever you have 

$f oo EL © queſtions 
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: Ax ſtate of tend therefore, | 
1 happy ſtate of childhood! Your fim- 
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— 5 heart that loves you 
can reply with perfect ſatisfaction, conſcious 
that he need not ſtand upon his guard i in anſwer- 
ing; ſince; you alk not to entrap him, but gain 
knowledge. | Come then, little ones, come hi- 
ther. From the inſtructing tongue of thoſe 
that love you greatly, the event mult be that you 
will learn no leſs than they deſtre to teach you. 
And in this ſame queſtion, which can only with 
propriety be put by ſuch as are of tender appre- 
henſion, or in other words, by children, need we 
ſay it is a matter of W NY; ſhould 
not be untaught. ee e „ 
If therefore, with the lay 
his. criminal intention, you ſhould. aſk us 
which is that commandment j in the law Jou are 
to think the greateſt? or, to place the ueſtion 
in another point of view, that you auler. 
ſtand it better, which is that commandment ſo 
important in itſelf, that if And eee com- 
ply therewith, their acquieſcence with all others, 
which ſuppoſes their obedience to them, is of 
no avail | ? we anſwer, with Chriſt Jeſus, it is 
this: “ you are to love the Lord your God 
« with all your heart, your ſoul, and mind; 
but ſtill, though this is in reality the 1 
Ss * there is another, namely: 
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befe re the other; not as more im 
becauſe more eaſy. 
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tion we appeal, dear children, to 
You love your neighbours; that ; thoſe 
have to do with; or that have to do with y 


cordingly, St. John aſks thoſe he writes t 
we ſhould expect of any one to love that « 
he has not ſeen, if he does not before e 
whom he n, | wy 
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4 others as yourſelf would willingly be done unto, 
| i 
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audience, this important . learn 1 
ſhould love your neighbour. No employment 
can became the gentleneſs of nature in your ten- 


der boſoms half ſo much: and that you may 


delight in this employment, liſten to the follow- | 


obſcrvatiofis, which (believe us) we have drawn 


up for yon: in the ſpirit of that love here recom- | 
mended. In our next diſcourſe, we ſhall have 
ſomething wherewithal to intereſt Yun atten- 
tion on the duty we owe 

We. fay then, once again, a are to love 


your neighbour as yourſelf. Can any precept 
be delivered more intelligibly? Should you 


have occaſion to enquire with what, that is to 
lay, by way of explanation, with how much 
affection you ſhould faſhion, your behaviour in 


behalf of ſuch or ſuch a perſon, be he your ſu- 
perior, equal, or inferior, you need not go far to 


get yourſelf an anſwer ; for the anſwer really is 
at the door, if we may fay fo, of your lips, 


. You are to faſhion your behaviour with as 


much affection as yourſelf would look for from 


chat perſon ; ſo that you need only aſk. yourſelf, - 


what ſort of treatment you would wiſh to meet 
with, upon any fimilar occaſion? And to 
ſhow you that this ſort of love, this doing unto- 
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How would you like is be Ce of your 
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your hates 1 — ſee with what! 
this rule, Zo ar yo1 
or as you love yourſelf ſo love your ; neighbour, 
9 js ne dy its _—_ 


Moore maintenance 
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u breaſt it de ated, we f 
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our, who ſhoutd' wickedly'deviſe*to take away. . 


your life, by open 5 
Then, the” eighth. 


property e 00 e eee e e e 

The mnth. Thou 
How would | | <a 
cuſe you without any reaſon, and not only 
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| te grant bt kat you could 
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* the tenth. eee 1 
| ds as) bake capa it, reliſh the pro- 
_ ceeding- of that perſon who ſhould envy you 
the good things you poſſeſs, and by his conduct, 
give you room to fear he might attempt ſome 
act that would deprive you of them ? for ſuppoſe. 
the perſon coveting your goods, ſhould go no 
farther than the act of coyeting, there would be. 
| then no fin | in his behaviour; and __ ſuch 
| Fil We theſe fe 3 e en | 
| namely, wet at all, muſt of neceſſity be given. 


Hence therefore, to love others as one's ſelf, ĩs 
de obſerving of that law, which bids. us love 


* * 
OS 


” _ aur neighbour. Love then, others as your- 
. ſelves, dear children: you will very early then 
become diſciples of Chriſt Jeſus, and grow 
verſed or pratliſed 1 in that ſcience which requires 
indeed no previous talents, ſuch as many 
branches of leſs momentary knowledge do, that 
is to ſay, all human knowledge. To obtain 
this knowledge, you need nothing but a heart; 
but if when you reſigu the world you are not 
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Sacre ae of: their abundane 8 
« the forrows of the needy; but that youtoo, As. 
'« dren; ſhould extend your, bounty, 
it maq be, upon all eee — 
dten as are much beneath you,“ hen we 
added this, we kay we poke of that. difluſve 
mankind. : This is the e between 
friendſhip and that duty we all owe our neigh- 
dour ʒ namely, that the firſt Av bee 

entered into, While the latter usr. 
For, little company, take ebnen * | 
we forma friendſhip in the world with any 
human being, we ſhould: make ourſelves ex- 
tremely well acquainted with his merits; and 
becauſe there is but little merit in the world, 
there: are among us but few friendſhips ;; hence 
that ſaying of a very famous ancient, that 
— be to get well wifhers in as 
great abundance as we can, but to conſider. i it 
eee if we have only one true friend: 
Whereas, the duty we are boupd in to our 
neighbour is not fo; confined ; for, were it ſoz. 
then the e duty would not be 
ati all times very pleaſant. The performance 
of it needs no manner of precaution; we need 
not examine whether he who is in want of our. 
* _ aſbſtance 


may, 3 a obduracy of the Sende! 0 
and Phariſees, who aggravated the [deſpair of 
Judas, "aſk the perſon we have helped, though . 
he deſerved not our aſſiſtance, What his want 
« of merit is to us; and tell him; « it muſt be ”” 
hi part to think of that. If I ſelect a. 5 
friend, I need fome time to make the pre- 1 
vious neceſſary trials of him, while the duty 1 —_ 
am under to my neighbour needs no previous 
ſeay, but muſt often be performed upon te 
muſt commit myſelf to his fidelity; but I may 
help my neighbour, and not waſte a moments 1 
thought on his fidelity. I need not, as already % b 
has been mentioned, nay, E muft not ſtop to alk: i 
myſelf, if he deſerves the aſſiſtance I can gie 
him. If I ſee he wants it, that is of itſelf ſuf- 1 
ficient. Who can tell, alas! but that the prieſt, 
upon their journey, argued with themſelues is 
find if he deſerved their help, inſtead of being 
uſeful to him; and, no doubt, the effect re-, | 
the other ſide; while theco n ee : Samari=, 3.44 x 
n that his brother might be erifhe,: . | 
oa HY | 7 Es 1 
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. dun what. nn y 
next place, has contrived — 2 
of this debt fo cafy an affair to every individual 
living; it is juſt as much as yen ean pay rand, 

in the 'aſt' place, who has promiſed ſuch-a 
great reward to thoſe who by this meaſure af- 
do what her ern to pay it; a reward no leſs 
glory, for a bit of 
bread, or cup of water; fince you know, dear 
informs us hay a cup of. 
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he nesds aa the; teſtimony 
eye-light.. This, — L you, — 
children, who, have not an inclination always 
to the work of ſtudy and but ſeldom the _ 
One more remark » we, have already given 
you admonitions 10 that love by brothers due to 
| ſiſters, and again from ſiſters owed. to brothers. 
And if love of this fort gives you ſo much ſa- 
_ tisfation, go and reap that ſatisfaction in the 
love you owe your neighbour; for imagine not 
that man and man, and conſequently. child and 
child, although they have not che ſame name, 
are unrelated. None are, in reality, ſo near of 
kin. Tou may imagine, little friends, that 
what you call relationſhip, is favourable to the 
exerciſe, of bounty, and kind, actions; that for. 
inſtance ſake, between the brother and the ſiſter, 
when, they love each other, there is conſtantly: 
kept up an intercourſe of friendſhip „woe alen 
chis conſanguinity, or to explain it, this relat * 
onſhip by blood, while it connects the brother | 


and the ſiſter, ſeparates them, from all other. 


hum: an beings. . Brothers love your ſiſters ; ; life, 

| ters likewiſe love your brothers. This is not 

forbidden you; but while you love each other 
as relations, think that as the father of the uni- 

verſe is in reality our common father, we are | 
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alt relates; and reſerve ſome nude of that love 2 
do beneßtmore diſtant kinsfolle,who may poſſibly . 
vance in their behalf; 


| have this additionally to: 


chat they are placed in ſuch a ſituation as © 


veel che fruits of your affection. 


Founder of the'world, and father of al-crea- : 


tures in it; give thy bleſſing to this little congre 
gation, and convince them that as thou haſt 


 nuch loved ug, we ſhould love each other like» 


wiſe. Write upon their hearts thy law of do- 


ing unto others as themſelves would willingly b be 
done unto; and teach them, that provided they 
—_— Ween Teeny love muſt ene 5 
de — un ines! e Inftrut : 


them by thy grace, that 'they may make their | 


calling and election certain without fortune in 
this world, but not without that love thou re- 


commendeſt mem to evince in favour of their 
neighbour; and vouchſafe that of the mammon 
of unrighteouſneſs they may procure themſelves 
ſuch friends as, at the day of univerſal reckon- 
ing, ſhall prevail with thy adorable and only 
ſon, on whom thou haſt devolved all judg- + 


ment, to receive them into thy eternal habita- 
tion. This we pray, thee for his ſake to whom, 
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beauties of the place. Let us not t loſe a 
beauties then, through our on fault; let us 
not eeaſe from that delightful occupation; let 
us love our neighbour as ourſtives, and aſk if 
God, when we have properly diſcharged this 
law, though ſo delightful i in itſelf, has not ſome 
other law in his eternal ſtores ſtill more delight- 
ful, to beſtow upon us, as the rec: pon of 
- our fidelity? 7? ; 
Hie has; for having placed the baſis of man's 
earthly happineſs upon the law laſt mentioned: 
Thou:ſhalt love thy neighbour, he has given ns 
another law, whoſe obſervation will effect our 
| happineſs in Heaven, as for example: Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God, And as the obſervation 
of theſe laws will anſwer the whole bounteons 
purpoſe he conceived at our creation, namely, 
make us happy in this world, which is not to 
continue, and that future ſtate of being that 
ſhall laſt for ever, he impoſes nothing further on 
us; and accordingly, Chriſt Jeſus ſays that ir 
the firſt place to love God, and in the next, our 
neighbour, is completely to fulfil the law; fince 
nothing W as PR ; ile , e ; 
give us. e mn 
But the ker of t this . 40 5 God RO be 
coaſidered. Lou haye ſeen, dear children, - 
r | — 


ON OUR burr r co. 


tharypur neighbour-is entitled to a een 5 
than what you owe yourſelves... You-nreat all- - 
times to effect by every lawful method your mrm 
eaſe and 3 life 5 chis eee 


9 by each, lawful: method, ta a the 2 
and happineſs of him who is your ve gh 
likewiſe. Jo be brief, you have been 
Verrat to love him as yourſelves... 
And why? becauſe no meaſure ſhort es cha; | 
would keep us in a FOR”. with one a ano- 
we are, in the ſcale of Ge SC It may 
ſeem then, little children, we ſhould 3 Gad 
as ourſelves. It may. indeed ſeem. ſo to 
that have not probably conſidered what God is; 
that. in the ficlt place there is nothing he needs 
fear from being in a ſituation not of peace it 
human creatures, and then ſecondly, becan b 1 
is the ſovereign of all nature, and much ber. 2 
ter than bis Creatures. M a | 
ing men a deal of miſchief, are We 
bound to lors them as we do ourſelves not 7 
50 dil us much. Be, little ones, if ſuch a 
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Nenne lo ing may be ACTA TVER 
impiety, zobut miſchief can we do the Almighty ? 
Needive, anſwer-fuch a query? Nos it fol- 
eee vg che duty W are Ut nder to 


n but ee that we owe e to . 
prizes only one. We are to do what he com- 
mands, and he commands us all to love him; 
not as if he were our neighbour, like ourſelves; 
but better than ourſelves; that is to ſay, with all 
our heart, an and mind. "This is that 
duty, mentioned in the text, and which we. all 
owe God. — too, on which we 
promiſed to enlarge, when we had firſt of all 
inſtructed you in that you owe your 'neighbour. 
Liſten therefore with attention to what follows 5 
— en 
a ahr 1 
For lee ear aer ks oneſelf is tos 
8 of policy; that by compliance 
with the precept, we may have a right in turn 


V be as truly loved by him; and by fuck means 


— PP but then, to love out 
God more than we do ourſelf, as he commatids 
us, is an act of duty, whoſe infringement will 
for ever make us wretched: for why is it, little: 
| Rm we. ſhould love. him, 23 the prevepr 
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To comprize-it in a word; he is 


be; and at his 
ſeaſons ever ſince, with all the 
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| E fee. very plainly, but 
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rotind about you, having poſſibly à fairer PTY 
aud amd wee, a bettey Jwbi-. | 


tation to reſide in when at home, and wealthier 


parents, you will never ſay, (at leaſt, we truſt ſo,) | 
are not this fair figure, theſe fine clothes, this 


charming habitation, and theſe wealthy parents. 
what I have procured myſelf? but, like a rea- 
ſonable perſon, you will put ſuch queſtions as 


the following, to your heart: what is there I 


eauld get myſelf? I might have had a figure 
ly had a garment to throw over me in winter, 


might have had no houſe to ſereen me from the 


never feed and educate me. Thouſands, I am 


ſenſible, have no ſuch nate OT therefore : 
are they: left" Without hem? Why indeed, as 
get them I am — 28 rho 0958 my " 
with reſpeQ to any power within me for ob- 
taining ſuch great comforts, though much bet- 
ter off reſpecting what I am poſſeſſed of. My 
good things have come from him who” by his 


power firſt made the world we live nnd 
has ever ſince/ pteſerded it. ü 


Lou are ſenſihle of the almighty's power ot 


Ack few . L — encreaſa 


. | their a 
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i heir PET but to ame what purpoſe? having 
in reſerve a more delightful argument, where 
with to entertain you. In the ſultry days of ſum- 
mer, we might lead you forth into the coun- 
try, when a thunder ſtorm was riſing; and, 5 
beginning at the height and fury of it, ſay as 
follows: Hark! you hear God's voice! | How | 
mighty he muſt be, to ſpeak thus loudly ! Ser then © 
that you love him, fince he bids you doi ſo, or look | 
to it! What would ſuch an invitation end in? 


Terror on your part or wonder, rather than 


delight and admiration.” But ſuppoſmg we 
ſhould take you with us in a beautiful May- 
morning, when the ſun was hardly riſen, ſhow 
you all the richneſs of the country, cattle, cot- 
tages, and rivers, fields of corn whoſe growth 
was almoſt viſible ; the ground arrayed in ver- 
dure, and the firmament beginning to aſſume a 
glowing brightneſs from the fun, about whoſe 
orb ſhould be collected, as yourſelf have often 
| feen, a fiery ſplendour. Should we point you 
out this ſcene, and ſay: dear child, all this has 
* created for you, and that likewiſe. for: your 
Pleaſure and enjoyment 1. What would be, in 
doch caſe, your ideas I; Not affrighted, as al- 
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nn * was TY 
ſhioned for your entertainment, would not your 


delighted boſoms overflow with: love for = 


e IP gifts upon you. NY; 
Wel chen, this we der has de beneficent 


creator done; and ſtill much more: for, nat 
content with ſuch profuſion in your favour, he 

declares he will be pleaſed with that return you 

are by nature qualified ta make him; be re- 


quires for ſo much bounty, not your admira- 


tion, though his works demand it, but your 
love. On the unbounded goodneſs to be fcund 
in God, who gives, and is the author of that 


ſent, let that tribute of your love, which heyis 


ſo much 0 with, not be thought of ; and 


| had Gad, on the completion of- his great 


eee lait as follows: ( For the thouſand, 


thouſand things I give. you, you- thall. give 
OM ſomething,” what ſhould we have done? | 


. We. muſt, at leaſt, have been, condemned to 


be for ever taking, and have had no opportr 


"nity,of-ſhewing any thing like gratitude; and 
you are ſenſible, dear little hearers, (but in 


quoting ſuch an inſtance, we have no deſign 
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it with no other view 


ſame time too, What 
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„ ſidered them by no n 
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a ee we e eee lively 
Inſtance, we repeat, dear children, will not 
common ſenſe ſupply of this inevitable ſorrow r 
in the fortune of that perſon; who conſiders he 
has loſt his parents, having never loved them, 

They have laviſhed,” will he ſay, their 
—— on me, while inſenſible as I have 
« ſhown myſelf, I never thought of being 
44 grateful «© them for ſuch bounty. I con- 
6ans ; to my 
1 happineſs in life; but now they are with- 


u drawn, I miſs them. e 


defolation of unthankful children, when: thoſe 
parents, that exiſted, as it were, for no one Pur- 
" poſe but to make their children happy, ſhall' be 
taken from them. What then will not be the 
ſorrow and diſtraction of thoſe ſinners, 
they come to lie upon a death bed, e 
paſſed their life away without conviction of the 
any they were under to love God? When, 
with the pſalmiſt, in affliction they muſt ſay, 
my fleſb and heart both fail me. % I behold all 
n and yet will not be 
egree of confidence, - 


eee eee eee, in this diſtfeſsful 


fituation, art the ſtrengih my heart and fleſh ac- 
1 and my portion through eternity, 
When 
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we do not love, and they have never 


rally (always we 
kind from loving 
quired to db, with 
rate love ey cheriſh- for 
this world Now 
as your reaſon t 
God. Mark 7 therefore, the conc! 
good things God gives mankind, prevent 
Vol. III. 4 
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| poſition only means that children would not be 


— 


would you, children, be of this beſotted num- 


ber? Juſt as if a ſon who may have had a 

parents, or a daughter ſome rich bracelet put 
rents challenged, on the watch or bracelet, and 

ſhould we e eee e as to PS the | 


5: givers. | 


Write, oh God of live; 4 vpon 1 


heart of thoſe here preſent, and refine that love 


at firſt deep planted in their ſouls, that through 


their parents they may fix it upon thee,” who 
loveſt them ſo much, that thou haſt promiſed 


thy eternal kingdom to all; thoſe who, in their 
childhood, are cut off, and ſundered from the 


living. Give them, of thy grace, to compre- 
hend, that, notwithſtanding thou - preſcribeſt 
they ſhould love thee, thou canſt have no need 
of their affection; ſo that, in reality, thy law 
| commands them to conſult their own enjoy- 


ments, by poſſeſſing ſuch a ſpirit of affection. 


Loet them ſee that, granting there were no ſuch 


beings in the world as children, thou wouldſt 
not be loved by children, but that ſuch a ſup- 


. 

ſo 
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OW 


y are thy laws, oh 
Since love is all thy claim; 


Well might thy ſervant David, fay, 82 85 


Thoſe Tatutes that mark d out man's way, 
very frame. 


How can I then my will withdraw :, 
From following thy moſt holy law ? 


* 


If, in thy word, it had been ſaid, 
At my great name be ſeiz d with dread, 
What then ſhould] have done? 5 


Thy gracious voice, how ſnun? 
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account of David's diligence in prayer addreſſed. 
e leave you to conſider, if at any time, 


<7 y 1 5 >, ws a l * * 
* & . 8 


102 | #BRMON: urn. i 


With propriety, your language may be FL | 


fuch as David's, when you come before your 
parents, as he did before the almighty, meaning 
to declare his wants; and therefore, making 
only one ſlight change i in the expreſſion, may 
you ſay. with David : who, dear parents, have 
aue in the world, but you? This want of every 


bother friend to help you, is the reaſon why it 


proves no leſs contributory to your benefit, 
than is a proof of that juſt ſenſe you cheriſh of - 

your duty, to make known whatever things you 
are convinced your bodies ſtand in need of. And 
the ſame idea will hold good, reſpecting appli- 
cation to your Maker, that thoſe wants. may be 
ſupplied, | to which your ſouls. are liable; and 


which God anly can provide. for. This, dear 
children, was the Pſalmiſt's "reaſon for his free 


quent occupation in the work of prayer. Let 
it be yours too; or, at leaſt, Wben in the mom, 
ing you ſhake off the ſlumber. that {o ſweetly has 
refreſhed you, or at night when you ſink down 
to reſt, and haye beſides the danger that ſubſiſts 
in darkneſs to encounter, pray, 25 D * 
10 God, and he will hear you. 385 
Being therefore perfectly ae you —_ 
no manner of perſuaſion. on the needfulneſs of 
prayer, we ſhall enlarge upon the needfulneſs of 
Fe, prayer z and ſince, even Were you much 


more 


THE NECESSITY OF FREQUENT PRAYER. 103 i 
more helpleis than you are, you would be ca. 
ble of frequent prayer. We are not there 
fore rigorous with you, when we recommend a 
frequency of prayer to the almighty, any more 
than we ſhould. be, in ſaying: « you' want ſuch fk 
« or ſuch a thing to pleaſe vou; -go to your good | 5 "= 
parents therefore, and hold up your little 3 
« hands till they conſent to gratify you, which 
« they will do. This alacrity, or readineſs of 
diſpoſition in your parents to afford Namn 
is at beſt no other than a ſhadow, 
dow too a faint one, of the wonderful 
there is in your creator to afford you pleaſure. 
Let then this much greater readineſs in him to 
benefit you, be the reaſon why your ardour to 
obtain thoſe benefits he has ode 2 oon 
your part, become greater likewiſe. HL 
For this perſeverance in the work: of of ſoppli 
cation is not only duteous, but it highly pleaſes _ 
your cteatbr. Far indeed, dear children, be jt 
from you to inſiſt on being heard immediately, 
whatever you may pray for, When you aſk 
your parents any thing your hearts are ſet on, 
which among you would ſolicit in this 
ul me have it now, or never? Such # peremp- | 1 
tory method of proceeding would diſpleaſe them 
_bighly; and would God then like it? The 
F4-- _ - almighty 


— 


—— — — 


r 
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9 5 almighty may have reaſons 3 in his providers for 
Putting off the accompliſhment of our deſires, 
but we can have no privilege to murmur at 
the conduct he purſues. If he does not imme- 


diately give ear to any ſu pplicant, one reaſon 
among others may be this, that he deſigns to 


exerciſe the perſeverance of that ſupplicant, on 
purpoſe to reward it much more gloriouſly. 


Prove therefore you poſſeſs this virtue, and re- 


member that if God requires it at our hands, 
he is as preſerving on his part to put us upon 
Praying to him. Witneſs Samuel, whom he 


called no leſs than three times over (as we read) 


: before the child, inſtructed by his father, an- 


(ſwered : + ſpeak ch Lord, for I thy fervant 
hear thee.” And no doubt, God very fre- 
quently invites us to ſolicit him in prayer; ray 
calls upon us, as he did upon the little Samuel; 
of which truth you will be more convinced 


wien we inform you, that as every ſpecies of 
good thoughts proceed from God, and as that 


. diſpoſition to the work of prayer we may be in 
muſt be acknowledged a good thought, it fol- 
.Jows that we cannot pray to God at any time, 
- unleſs beforehand, God has put us on it: thus, 
then, we can never pray that God would grant 
n grace unleſs we has beforehand given us grace 
| ſufficient 
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fffcient to be'conſcives, mat his gifts ure of fork 5 
conſequence that nien ſhould pray to have them. 


vere then in the work of prayer, and in 


Pei 


this perſeverance, think on the demeanour of 


the woman, in St. Matthew's fifteenth chapter; 
for Chriſt Jeſus, that good ſhepherd, who was 
ſent to ſeek out ſuch as would have otherwiſe 
been loſt, apparently put off his condeſcending 
nature, that mankind from contemplating on 
the woman's conduct, might at all times have a 
model of the manner after which they ought to 
pray, and not conceive themſelves neceſſitated to 
defpair, if their requeſts were not immediately 
complied with. Let us dwell a little on this 
conduct of the woman; and her perſeverance 


will be manifeſt. It is: ſhe ſought that e- 


ſus Chriſt would heal her daughter, who was 
grievouſly tormented with a devil: and the 
words with which ſhe firſt endeavoured to at- 
tract the Saviour's obſervation, were: have 

« mercy on me, Lord, thou ſon of David: but 
dhe ſon of David paid no manner of attention, 

inſomuch that the diſciples were obliged to in- 
terfere in favour of her, ſaying: „ ſend her 
Lord, away, for lo ſhe crieth after us. The: 


for of God, however, told them he was ſent to f : 


none NN the loſt ſheep of Iſrael, as 
15 | F \ 


% 


- 


45 


ed a very mortifying circumſtance; yet. 
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relax, enſpirited, or made hen, on ibe other hand, 
more earneſt. She fell down a ſuppliant at his 


feet, both worſhipping and ſaying too: Lord 
help me” which new effort of her faith, you will 


ſuppoſe, muſt certainly have wrought upon Chriſt 


Jeſus to vouchſafe her ſuit,' Far otherwiſe; his 
ſcorn increaſed, and putting on the appearance 
of a rigid tyrant rather than a gracious Saviour, 


he made anſwer, that it was not fit to throw 
away the children's bread that t dogs might catch 
it up. This oppoſition. of the Jews and Heathens, 

for the woman was an unbeliever, , doubtleſs i 


could-abate her reſolution to proceed, or ſtrug- 


from God's angel: and ſhe ſhowed, her perſe- 


verance, which was likewiſe founded on humi- 


lity, by her reply to Jeſus, namely: True; 
« and yet the dogs may eat thofe crumbs the 


« children fling away.” Do you conſider; lit- 


tle friends, the modeſty, humility, and wiſdom 


of this anſwer? Certainly, no child could have 
replied more modeſtly, more humbly, or of courſe 
more wiſely ; for what heart can poffibly hold 
out, when ſuppliants addreſs them with the 
modeſt * and the humble attitudes of 


children. 


* 


de ſays: but eee 


gle as the patriarch Jacob did, to gain a bleſſing 


* 
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kg, « 85 « Ob. woman, | great an be hy: fait | 


ii be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” She had, 


in ſhort, her ſupplication granted. Pray, then, 
as ſhe did, dear little friends, whenever more 
particularly you have need of God's aſſiſtance; 


and the conſequence will be, that if the favour 


ook requeſt be proper, he will grant it. 


Proper, we repeat; for we have not faſfict- 
ent underſtanding of ourſelves to know what. in 
reality we ſtand in need of, and ſhould make 


i this underſtanding one great ohject of our pray- 


er: for if we were poſſeſſed thereof, ſhould we 9 8 


ſo much deſire to gain 
life, which after ſome few years muſt come to 


nothing; and negle& the good cenie of another 
life, which will endure for ever, and which 
only are the gifts of God, while wotidlyiniats rr 


ters come from fortune? Ah, dear little ones, 


| when our redeemer in the garden fell down on 


his face and prayed,. it was that God's FOOE 
pray? Quite otherwiſe: The generality, if we 


may judge by what they pray for, ſeem to 


think.that God has but one Meſſing dre, 


uh you J may very poflibip exiſt with- 
0 "7 


2 
o 
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out the gift of money; juſt⸗ 2 you are bappy 
in the love and approbation of your parents. 
Were it otherwiſe, that is to ſay, if money 
only made men's happineſs, unhappy would you 
be that have ſo little money to diſpoſe of. So 
too, is the love and approbation of the Al- 
mighty able in itſelf to make men happy. Let 
us pray then for that love and approbation. 
Let us pray for what Chriſt Jeſus calls God's 
kingdom with his righteouſneſs; and then we 
may be ſure that all inferior matters of accom- 
modation, comfort, and convenience ſhall be 
added to them. Underſtand us thoroughly, 
however, for by no means do we with to inti- 
mate that they who make this kingdom, and 
this righteouſneſs their prayer, ſhall have the 
accommodation, comfort, and convenience they 
deſire, No; no: but on the other hand, dear 
children, they ſhall have much more: they 
ſhall receive the ſpirit of content, which if the 
richeſt ſhould not have, their riches would not 
make them happy; but w:th which, the pooreſt 
never .will conceive de Ore deſti- 
ftute. | 7 En 
By this, lov: congregation, you may 8 
how neceſſary underſtanding is in prayer; ſo 


* that for want thereof, what men 
have 
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* 


we e chen ſorght of God as bleſſings, in their | 


— and taking matters in his point of 
view, we may, with great propriety exclaim, 
as David did, * Oh God? dreadfut art thou in 
* judgment!” But his geodneſs, on the other 

hand, is often manifeſt in thoſe denials like- 
wiſe, which we frequently experience at his 
hands. Afflicted mother! why are you dif- 
ſolved in tears? The child you mourn for is 
in bliſs; for God, without the leaſt attention 
c your prayers that it might live, proceeded 
to complete the plan of his ſalvation, and the 


babe expired; that in the language of king 


Solomon, war but tranſlated from among the . 2 


tuicted, leaft that guilt ſhould alter, and deceit be- 
guile its underflanding. This, you will not 
think of; but are ſwallowed up in ſorrow for the 
infant's Toſs, although its unoffending life might 
be a leſſon to you, and the innocence in which 
it died, admoniſh you ſo to conduct the acti- 
ons of your life, that at a future period yon 
may meet again. This leſſon David ſurely had 
in mind reſpecting that unhappy child Bath- 
ſheba bore him; but which God was pleaſed 
to take away, that he might puniſh the enor- 
000 lin its father had committed. Hear 
what 
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What David ſaid, when having 3 before 
the infant's death took place, his heart became 
more cheerful after it was gone, and he in- 
formed the ſervants of his houſehold what oc- 
caſiohed ſuch ſtrange conduct in him, ſaying: 
While the child was yet alive I faſted and I wept ; 
For who can tell, ſaid I, but that God will be 
gracious that the child may live: but now that I 
am certain he is dead, why ſhould I weep ? Can 
J by weeping, bring him back ? Ijeif ſhall go 
to bim, but he ſhall never come again to me. 
Afflicted woman! from this conduct draw, as 
you may do, ſome conſolation ; for the child is 
now in bliſs who, had it been reſerved to reach 
" the years of manhood, might, at laſt, have 
proved a reprobate: he is ſecured in the poſſeſ— 
ſion of that kingdom which the Almighty, as 
Chriſt Jeſus tells us, has prepared for ſo much N 
innocence. The babe, that at a future ſeaſon, 
might have ſinned, and had his portion ſet with 
hypocrites, where wailings are, and gnaſhings, | 
as the ſame Chriſt Jeſus ſays, of teeth, is now 
- quite happy in the company of TER men 
11 perfect. A 
» From this mother we come back to you, 
Aàdear children; but employ the opportunity of 


8 what has juſt deen ſaid, to give you an impor- 
5 tant 


* 
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are jull AS; we es rang or, „ 


prove — thy it DN 5 


do be frequent in the exetciſe of prayer that God, 
by virtue of his grace, may cauſe you to fulfil 
the end for which you. were created. And do 


thou, oh God! incline thine ear to that, per- 
haps, not duly worded ſupplication which may 


iſſue from them. Charitable ſhepherd! as 
0 ſeripture thou art called, of Iſrael, if it — 
not for thy gracious interference, thoſe that 
owing to their ſinfulneſs by nature, are already 
from * fold. They have no manner of re- 
ſource but in thy vigilance and care. With. 
out thee they will parith.;, but befriended * 
thy aid, be ſafſ. 


Since, then, the ſafety of y your r og pa- 8 
rents, (for to you we ſpeak before we end our 


is obtained by prayer, look round about you on 
the circle of your ſmiling family, and let their 
promiſing appearance be a great inducement 

with you, every one, to rear them up in what 
St. Fan has called the nurture and the admo- 
nition 


ar 
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vill wander further and till furtber 
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| Hition of the Lord; and, as preparatory to 
this nurture and this admonition, train them 
to the work of ſupplication ; ; ſending up your 
prayers at leaſt each morning and each even- 
ing to the Lord, and bringing back, as far as 

you are able to do fo, that happy ſeaſon of his 
grace, when prayer was the employment of 
believers: Then will you inſpire your children 
with your own religion; you will fill their little 
hearts with that devotion you yourſelves give 
proof of; you will teach their little tongues to 
lifp out, though 1 imperfectly, God's holy name, 
before they have well learned to pray with un- 
derſtanding, and habituate them to lift up their 
little hands to that celeſtial habitation where 
God dwells, and as the common father of what- 
euer lives rejoices to pour down his bleſſings on 
our head. Oh father of the world! whenever we 
are met together in thy houſe, or in our cham- 
ders hold communion with thee, and are ſtill, 
teach us the prayer moſt ſuited to our wants, 
and let it come before thee in the name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; to whom, &c. 
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OH 1 our father and our * "I 
* Whoſe dwelling is in heaven! 6 
From every tongue let honour due 
To thy great name be given: 
Be here thy reign begun, 
And let thy will be done 
On earth below, as s 'tis above in heav'n. 5 
5 Give us this day © our "needful food | 324 1 
That we may eat and live; + ” „ 
And pardon us on ſins, as we 1 
3 D | „ 
Nor leave us when we fall 55 1 
5 Into temptation's thrall; „„ 
But let our ſouls avoid all fin and we. | 


| Theſe blefings we requeſt, ſince power, 
Is thine to rule o'er men - 
And glorious i is thy matchleſs name: : ay m—_— 3 


To it be glory then 3 „ 
Not only now, . „„ 
And night alternate ſway, _ 4 
But thro* Eternity's long courſe.— Ames. 4 
SERMON 


af: 114 | } a 7 B * 


SERMON XLII. 
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Behold he prajeth. 


Dun company, the wiſe creator has ſo or- 
dered matters for the ſure upholding of 
his vaſt creation, that of every motive to pro- 
tection or ſupport, dependance*ſhall be much 
the ſtrongeſt ; that the need we have of friend- 
ſhip ſhall. procure us friendſhip. Would you 
not imagine that, in general, men do others 
good, becauſe they hope thoſe cthers will do 
good to them? No, no: that ſometimes is 
the motive, we muſt own; but being nothing 
but a ſort of trade, it is 855 in its nature gene- 
rous enough to keep ſociety together; therefore, 
in the human world, and brutal likewiſe, has 
the Almighty fixed that nobler principle of ac- 
tion which provides for the protection of the 
inferior creature, by ſuggeſting that he ſtands | 
in need of that protection the ſuperior has it in 
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his power to grant. The world is full of wants, 
and for that very reaſon is the world, dear 
children, full of thoſe who do kind actions. 

To illuſtrate the preceding, take a bird, and 
you will find this generous principle endoars it 
to the mother. She protects, ſupports, and 
feeds it in the neſt, becauſe it needs her, and 


is deſtitute of means by which it may be grate» 


ful; for when once grown ;up, and able to pro- 
tect, ſupport, and feed itſelf, w 


vices, ſhe drives it from her, and will have no 


further deen with what ſhe was before ſo 


fond of. ef. - All the fondneſs. ceaſes, when the 
ſituation of lependance ceaſes ; but the fondneſs 
| does not ceaſe till then; for ſhould 

fledged bird be trapped, or taken, and reſirain 
ed from liberty within a cage, or other engine 
of oonfi ement, ſo that the fond mother might 
be made acquainted with the ſituation of het 


young one, in that bituation, thinking it de- 


er quit it. 


pendant ſtill upon her, ſhe would 


Such has been the great creator's ſorthought 


in this part of his creation]! - f 22 I'E# Bu 2 


Need we turn, dear childrens 1 your attention. 
08; yourſolyes] that you may {ce "diodes 


A love, eſtabliſhed on the potion of dependange, 
; * reigning 


ch comprehends 
che power of being grateful for all future ſert 
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E _ reigning in the boſom-of your parents, as the 
| ſource of all your ſatisfaction? Miſerable little 
8 beings, as you would be but for ſuch a princi- 
ple, how would you be ſupported in the world, 
protected, or even fed without it? Oh how 
great a burthen to be always giving, and ob- 
ſerve na proſpect of receiving in return! No, 
no: this never is the argument of parents; but 
the following is their language: What delight! 
what tranſport when, as oft as they hold out 
their little hands, we fill them ; and coin wants, 
tft thoſe dear pledges of our happineſs ſhould acci- 
dentally not have encugh. The more they aft, the 
more we wiſh we had to give them. It ſuffices that 
their looks, before they have the gift of ſpeech, in- 
forms us they want any thing. They are dependant. 
on us, and our oye is ORE by upphing their 
neceſſities. 

And doubt not, / dear diſeiples/\ but chat God 
hinaſelf i is aQuated by this generous principle, 
which he has thus eſtabliſhed in the boſom of 

ais creatures. We depend on God, and there- 
fore he protects, or does us good. Alas! if 
God were not directed by this principle, what 
would our ſituation be? What is there I can 
do to pleaſe him? Nothing. I ſhould then 


_ —— from — if inſtead of Jooking 
| 3 
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15 eſſential ſervices on my part, he were not 


encouraged to heap bleflings on me; and in this 


encouragement, how great my happineſs; for 
though I cannot benefit my God, I can de- 


pend upon his goodnefs; and the more I do 
ſo, the more bleſſings he will heap upon me. 
And this obſervation brings us all at once to 
the. diſcuſſion of dur text; for as by making 
known your little wants to thoſe who, acting 
under the permiſſion of another, can ſupply them 
here, you ſhow yourſelves dependant on your pa- 
rents; ſo too, by the exerciſe af prayer, which is 
no other than a declaration of your wants to that 
great being who, not acting by permiſſion of 
another, but beſtowing from himſelf, abundant 
as he is in goodneſs, can ſupply them from | 
above, you ſhow yourſelves dependant 
God. God, Then, when in the text os told 
a certain perſon mentioned in the chapter juſt 
before, that Paul was praying, did no leſs than 
ſignify that Paul began to ſhow himſelf de- 
pendant on his -mercy. Many of you muſt- 
have read the ſtory of this great Apoſtle, who 
had been, beforehand, ſuch a ſinner. In the 
earlier period of his life he was the enemy 
of Jeſus. Chriſt : he went about in ſearch. of 
thoſe þelieving i in _ dragging them to goal; 
and 


7 
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for the truth, was put to de 


this very Paul 


ſtood by encouraging the people to deſtroy him: 


ſowed him mercy ; for, roceec ing from Je 4 
ruſalem with letters to the rulers at Damaſcus, 
fignifying he was come commiſſioned to lay 
hold of every one that called upon the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and bring them fettered to Jeru- 
falem, a light, as he approached the place, 
burſt ſuddenly from heaven; he was ſtruck 
blind, and fell that moment to the ground; on 
which he heard a voice ſpeak to him, which 
was God 8, n him of wickedneſs in com- 

D upon ſuch a buſineſs. To 
be ſhort, dear! children} he was now converted, 
and that Ananias, juſt now ſpoken of, though 
not by name, was ordered, in a viſion; to go to 
him; for behold, ſaid God, he prayeth. 


_ He depends at laſt on God. Alas! when 
he was furious in his perſecution of the Chriſti. 


ans, he depended not on God; but when con- 
victed of his wicked conduct, te, was happy to 
acknowledge his dependance; and no ſooner 
had he got into this ſituation of dependance, 
than God manifeſted his abundant mercy, and 
0 | began 


began o jr him 
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are we to do, dear children? Nothing but en- 


join you frequently to pray, or rather, nothing 
but to recommend a re- conſideration of our laſt 
preceding ſermon, proving the neceſſity of fre- 
quent prayer: but how are you to pray? Ah, 
children, though no act, when we — 
God in his beneficence or readineſs to give, can 

be ſo eaſy as to let him know what — — 
ſtand in need of; yet, ſo grievous is the wick- 
edneſs and ignorance, or blindneſs of our nature, 


that we needed an inſtructor to point out what 


words we ſhould make uſe of, or what bleſ- 
fings have an eye to, as the objects of our ſup- 


plication, ſo that carefully avoiding the requeſt 
of things that are. not proper for us, nay that 
if we ſue to have them, very likely will annoy 


us, and offend our maker, we may keep our- 


ſelves exempt from ſin in praying. 'You, er- 
roneous ſinner, but erroneous through a wil- 
ful darkneſs that prevented you from walking 
in the proper way, had need of an inſtructor, 


when repairing to the public worſhip of your 
maker my Sunday morning, you ſeemed pe- 
netrated 
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netrated with a ſenſe of the Abe in whoſe 
preſence you knelt down, but when the mini- 
ſter repeated, in the litany, the prayer for mercy 
| fo be ſhewn to all men, added in a whiſper to 
yourſelf —excepting the Americans, Deplorable 
_ condition! blindneſs inexpreſſible! to come into 
God's preſence for the gift of mercy, and ſet 
limits to it with reſpect to others! But you, 
likewiſe, - and what follows may be properly 
addreſſed to multitudes, —you, likewiſe, need a 
teacher, when approaching the Divinity, whoſe 
bounteous hand is the diſpenſer of eternal bleſ- 
ſings, you ſolicit him for earthly matters, and 
confine yourſelves, like Pagans, io a circle ſs 
cantraQted, as the circle of good things that are 
to periſh—careleſs in the interval of thoſe good 
things that ſhall exiſt to all eternity. When, 
for example's ſake, you pray that God would 
give you riches, but forget that greater bleſſi ing 
of a feeling heart, by which you may obtain a 
bleſſing from the poor and needy, in return for 
having caſt your bread, that is to ſay. thoſe 
riches, on the water, being ſure of finding it 
— when many days are over. 
Is it true then, that our ignorance, or to em- 
— another word, our blindneſs, ſtands i in ſuch 
great need of an inſtructor? Well then may 
| your 
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Four prince and n 1 TERED 5 


need one: and. accordingly, Chriſt Jeſus, who 


appeared to be the friend of children, has not 
left you deſtitute in this. particular. Lord teach 


us, ſaid his twelve diſciples, how we ought to 


pray; which ſupplication, Jeſus Chriſt aſſented 


to; and his reply appears to intimate, that while 
he taught them how to pray, he had you in his 


heart: but we reſtrain ourſelves, and without fur- | 


-ther preface come to this great body of divinity, 
expreſſed in language ſo adapted to all under- 
ſtandings, and extended, we may ſay, to every 
real want, that can if. granted make us happy; 
but rejecting every matter foreign to our hap- 


,pineſs. Whenever, ſays our Lord, vou pray, 


ſay thus: 
Our father, abichs art in heaven; 


by which, no doubt, he meant to have it under- 85 


ſtood that we ſhould come to God as children to 


their Parents; not as ſlaves, when they ſolicit a 


hard maſter, thi nking | how unhappy they ſhall 
be, if what they ſue for is not granted. No, 
dear children, you ſhall ſpeak your wants as 


freely in the ear of God, as if you were ſoliciting | 


your father or your mother. But a child, we 
need not tell you, never argues, but obeys. How 
would it ſound, if, after having aſked your pa- 
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rents any favour, you ſhould ſay, upon. a pos i 
tion that they both denied you. Why am ] 
« refuſed? I know the thing I want is proper 
« for me; and conſider your refuſal as a token 
« of unkindneſs. If you loved me, I ſhould 
„ not depart thus empty handed.” Never 
came ſuch language from a child, ſoliciting his 
parents, but refuſed. Upon the other hand, 
the child, in his ſimplicity and candour, is con- 
- vinced, that if the thing he aſks for, be not 
granted him, it is becauſe his parents know it 
would not in the end be proper he ſhould have 
it. Let this conduct then, dear children, be 
the rule of your behaviour, when you kneel be- 
fore the Almighty to ſolicit any bleſſing; and 
not only now, but when'you are arrived to 
years of underſtanding, and when likewiſe you 
have paſſed that period, if God's providence 
ſhould ſpare you to old age. In every ſeaſon of 
your life you are the child of God, and ſhould 
approach him, as if anxious to deſerve that 
tender appellation. 
Halloꝛued be thy name 

You ſhall not think you are a, on trivial 
circumſtances of ſurpriſe or admiration, no, 


nor yet in many ſerious matters, to make free 
: „ 


o — 
— = . 
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with ſuch a holy name as that of Gol. The 
name of your creator is a name of hope and 
conſolation; and a time will come, that is to ſay, 
the time that you are lying on a bed of ſickneſs, 
when perhaps you will do all you can to keep 
in your laſt breath, that you may utter it once 
more, with ſuch a ſupplication as the following 
joined thereto : « have er on my ans 
2. fou. 

. Thy FO come. 

Haſten the moment of that reign when we e ſhall ; 
all be mighty in thy On ; but. till that 
-moment come, 
Thy vill be done in nh as it is in Name 
other wiſe, reign here, oh God, below, as thou 
| beareſt rule above ; -and make this earthly dwel- 
ling place of ours, as much as earth can be 2 
a reſemblance of thy heavenly courts. 
Give us this day our daily brad. 
The riches you ſolicit ſhould not be terreſttial, 
that is, earthly; for the treaſures of a chriſtian 
are, or ought to be, in Heaven. Call therefore 
for the grace of your almighty father to reſtrain 
you from deſiring more tmn daily food; and 
if his providence give more, remember every 
human being is permitted to expect that daily 
bread ſhall be vquch/ated him; but that thou 

G3 ſands 
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Lands often go without i it ; of whith able, 
many are in ſome ſort to be found about your 
door, or in the way you walk. In gratitude 
for your abundance therefore, and the bounty 
of God's providence, beſtow ſome portion of the 
ſurplus in your hands, on one qr. two of thoſe 
hat are in want. 
And forgive our treſpaſſes ar. aue do theſe that tre. 
paſs againſt us. 

2 Paſs over thoſe. miſdeeds, that if thy pardon do 
mot cancel them, will be our everlaſting con- 
demnation. In the goſpel, thou haſt-promiſed 
thy forgiveneſs to as many as themſelves forgive. 
We pray thee therefore that thy grace may ſo 
direct the actions of our life, that it may be 
-our intereſt to ſolicit ſuch; forgiveneſs at thy 
«hands as we eee others for —_—_—_ 
us; ; 
| nd lead us not into temptation.) | 
.or, at leaſt, if thy good providence, by way of 
puniſhment for paſt ingratitude, reſign us for 
-awhile into the tempter's hands; wy us not periſh 
— therein; | 

2s, - „ ih deliver- Rs evil; 

from the tyranny of fin, than which they 
cannot be an enemy more hateful in thy ſight, 


Hor ye more formidable to our fouls: ; 
For 


* 8 
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Fur thine-is the kingdom; ; 
all the earth is thine. We own no ſceptre Ne 
in competition with thy juſtice; no dominion 
equal to thy righteouſneſs: : there is no name in 
| Heaven, in earth, or in the ſea, to which men 
ought to pray: thy empire is an everlaſting em- 
pire, and thou ruleſt over all from the begin- 
ning. God; as David tells us, er for ever- 
more — 
Thou art bags to ue every. thing.” wre 
N for; 
1 And the hk 
Therefore will we praiſe thy naine, though thou 
reject our rr ; and not leſs ſo, than 
provided cou. ſhayldſt grant it, , ſince thy" 
wiſdom ſhines as brightly as thy mercy? 
therefore, while we thank thy mercy for the be- 
nefits it grants; we will acknowledge the denials 
we experience from thee as ſo many tokens of 
thy wiſgorny that knows beſt what will prove 
real bleflings, and what not. And this becom- 
ing meaſure of acknowledgement and thanks ſhall 
be our ſacrifice, not only- now, next week, - 
next month, next year ; but through the courſe 
of our whole life, and in the world to come, 
when life is at an end. : 


a > Par 
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8 For ever and ever; Aux. 
Thus having come to the concluſion of this 
comprehenſive prayer, we leave it for your ſeri- 
ous meditation; and as nothing of our own can 
ſtand in competition with it, end our exhorta- 
tion, by requeſting that the peace of Sa whick c 


— eee may, &c. 
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OH Lord, who from thy W throne,. | 


Giv'ſt ear to what men ſay; : 
And, when a child his want makes _—— 


- Wilt never turn away ; 
Be gracious and give ear to me, | 
When humbly to thy throne 1 flee ; 


And grant that when my lips repeat 
The prayer by Jeſus taught, 
My mind before thy mercy ſeat, 
May join them as it ought, 
Nor when my words devoutly flow, 
Let my cold heart remain below. 


SERMON 


SERMON XIIV. 
ON GRATITUDE. 
1 SAMUEL XY. v. 21, 22. 


Noto David had ſatd, ſurely in vain have [ 175 
- all that this fellew hath in the wilderneſs, ſo 
 » that nothing was miſſed of all that pertained 
| unto him; and he hath requited me evil for 

good. So, and more alſo, de God unto the ene 
mies of David, if I leave of all that pertains 
to him by the morning bght, * that paſſeth 
| —_— the wall. 


WT: is 7 This do you 8 us, 
dear diſciples? If you do, we anſwer 
by propounding you another queſtion; namely, 
How ſhall we define ingratitude? It is a vice 
worſe than the ſin of witchcaft. With this 
definition we are fatisfied ; and ſhall, through- 
out this whole diſcourſe, ſay nothing of our- 
| ſelf, while we inform you not ſo much what 
gratitude may be conſidered, or how grievous 1/ 

we ſhould think ingratitude muſt be accounted, 
"os _—- but 
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but hw 8 upon ane occaſions, it 


mult prove to be deficient inthe virtue; and ſtil: 


more, how dreadful to be branded with the 
vice. At preſent we are, therefore, to make 
known, how. mortifying it muſt prove as we 
have ſaid . firſt to be en in the 
”virtue.: - .<- 

You are * NR DEP with the hiſtory of 


Joſeph; for how often have we not produced 
him in theſe exhortations ſor your entertain- 


ment and inſtruction. Well, then, the beha- 
viour of his brothers to him we.exhibit as the 
firſt-degree or ſpecies of ingratitude we are to 
ſpeak of. You may probably be much more 
| ſhocked at the enormity. of. their behaviour to a 
brother, than at that contained in thoſe three 
other hiſtories we ſhall produce ; yet ſtill, ſhall 
we produce it as a leſs ingratitude, though; 
very poſſibly it migbt have been a greater 


crime: and certainly thoſe brothers had com— 


pleatly ſtifled every feeling of man's nature 


in the cruelty with which they acted towards 
a brother, when, as fſeripture tells us, after 
having ſtripped and caſt him, by conſent, 


into A pit, they ſat down near him to cat bread: . 


this is a cruelty that, as we muſt acknowledge, . ; 
ſhocks us But, in this diſcourſe, we are to- 
| „„ ſpeak. 


— 


we fay; —— een of fuchan 00 may 
be ſofteried, if we do but recollect, chat bei 
of two different parents on the ſemale ſide, both 
Benjamin and Joſeph's brothers owed the latter. 

nothing. Joſeph, in particular, | was Jacob's 


favourite, was 3 them by a 
coat of- many colours, which the father, in. 


his fondneſs,  had- made for him; and, in 


conſequence of 1 ſuch a partiality, he oſten mor- 
5 tified. ER 3 that his or dreams . 


to; Aten tak 4 en üb his fa ; 


ther, would be brought to bow themſelves, be- 


fore him. Such a conduct, though it did not 


ever notions we may give m_ of the act, con- 
ſidered as ingratitude, we do not mean to put 
you off your guard ape eg the commiſſion of 
ingratitude, by intimating that the puniſhment-. 
they underwent was trifling. In reality, dag 
children, they were only mortified, ſo great was 

| Joſeph's goodneſs! But what means calling 


to mortify them for the crime of which they 


had been guilty ? Dear, dear children, make. 
it ydur determination never to incur the _ 
. a to which determination you may? _ 


. GE G5 „„ natu- af 
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naturally hs! inen, by pro 


I ly refleQing ore 
the certainty there is that at a future period 
your ingratitude will be diſcovered, and the in- 
jured party have it in- his power to make re- 
prifals. Joſeph's brothers were convinced of 
this; for not till thirteen years had paſſed away, 
computing from the perpetration of their crime, 
did the Almighty's juſtice overtake them; and 
that tob, in'the performance of their duty; for 
when ſent to purchaſe'corn in Egypt, they were 
looked upon as ſpies; on which their long ago 
committed crime came freſh into remembrance, 
and they ſaid to one another, „we are guilty 
« with reſpe& to our unhappy brother Joſeph, 
« when we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul and 
« would not hear him ; therefore is this trou- 
« ble come upon us.” Dear diſciples, from 
the frank confeſſion of theſe ſelf convicted 
brothers, you may every one derive a leſſon, 
warning you againſt the crime of that zngrati- 
tude we preach upon. It is an aggravation of 
the trouble and diſtreſs v we Aber to reflect we 
have deſerved it. 1 
We have not, however, "FRE as yet with 
| Joſeph. You remember too that Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharoah, threw him into priſon, and 
that * a fellow priſoner dreamed a dream, 
| Which 
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Which Joſeph, by his ſkill; interpreted; airing: 
him, that very ſpeedily, the greateſt poſſible 
good fortune would enſue, which aCtualky 
proved the caſe. And yet, though Joſepfn 
earneſtly 1 implored his fellow priſoner to ſpeak. 
avourably of bim to king Pharaoh when re- 
ſtored, (for he was one of \Pharaoh's: officers) 
and he aſſured him he would ſhortiy be ſo, that 
unthoughtful officer did, as we read, forget 
poor Joſeph, who was left to languiſn two 
- whole years and upwards in confinement. 
This was an ingratitude with which our na- 5 
ture cannot but be inwardly diſpleaſed or di.. 
contented; and accordingly, what was its con- Gs 
ſequence? The ſervant, though ſor two hole 
years, as we have ſaid already, he remained 
forgetful of his benefactor's kind prediction, 
was at laſt reminded of it, to his ſorrow and 
confuſion.. Pharaoh had himſelf two, dr Cams,. 
which no one in his palace could interpret or 
explain. Now, therefore, when the unhappy 
Joſeph could be ſerviceable, it was recollected 
by the ſervant, who had formerly been ſo- 
obliged, that there was ſuch a man exiſting,. 
and how great a favour he had done him Jo- 
ſeph's fortune was partieularly pitiable; for if, 
firſt of all, he bad: not had a brother, he would — 
„„ never 


* 


rien he would Ds enthrown into a 


priſon; and if, laſtly, Pharaok had not dreamt 


what none of the interpreters about him could 


expound, he would have never been releaſed 


from priſon: but God's providence turned 
both his ſlavery ang/confinement to his benefit; 
and both that pit his brothers caſt him into, 
and that priſon he was doomed to, were expe- 
dient, that his aged father and his other children 


might not be in want of bread, and that the 


Jewiſh nation Wente . e En.” 


ment in Egypt. 19 35 
But in this e to a e God 8 pro- 


vidence in "thoſe afflictions it decrees mall, 


ve meant to re 0 | 
therefore we return. The ſervant, when king 
Pharach told his dreams; was inwardhy con- 


for a time, await the man of virtue ir the 
world, we have Mey: loſt ſight- of what 
| n this diſcourſe, and: 


cerned on recollecting Joſeph in his priſon; and 
immediately avowing his forgetfulneſs and vio- 


lation of the promiſe he had pledged him, ſaid, 


40 this day do 1 remember my whole fault.“ 


; "This was ee to EN mn ew 


PO 86 youth“ 8 
K * ow 5 
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Pr < 


ol king Pharach. Bei it then your care to ren- 


der ſuch a frank, though at the ſame 
2 vage dere needleſs; not but 
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o 


of en W 
the crime. he ſervant of king Pharaoh, 
doubtleſs, owed no real obligation to his fe 
priſoner: we muſt own he had interpreted the 
dream in ſuck a manner as was favourable to“ 
the ſervant; but the inte xretation colt him no- 
thing. Such, however, the opinion of thei 
world is, that if any happineſs be promiſed me, 
which in the event proves true, I am 

to the _—_ that foretold ĩt; and Provided E 

8 whit 0 little. 1 appear deſerving of, vi 
his benefits; which was the caſe with N. 


3 


9 


gs refund 520! Ir 
Shun, hos the. ; 


* <5 #5, © Yu = -#* 5 
Y * %% 44 FLA 


$5 


* 
* 
« 
* 
py 
— 
ON 
„ 


- 


5 
; 


* 


; -F 
ts, 
"o* 


1 1 
+ 2 
£ 
H 4 
a. 
75 
A o 
_ 
A 
* 
< 
+ 
* 
* 
— 1 
” 
n 
e 
37 
. 
1 
es, 
- 
: 
i 
* 
4 
” 
2 
* 
1} 
4 
e 
2 
— 1 
* 


4 D 
- 


* 


4% 


SERMON WS {| 


vant; not ſo much that you may never DS re- 
duced to the neceſſity of making ſuch confeſ- 

ſion as he did ;—this day do I remember. my 
whols fault; but leſt you never ſhould enjoy the 
opportunity of e it, as he 2 and at. 
ms for your ſin. 

In (theſe two inflances, 5 e we 
. ſhewn you, with reſpect to Joſeph's bro- 
thers and king Pharaoh's officer, how mortify- 
ing it may prove to be deficient in the article of 
gratitude; and now are to evince how dread- 
ful it may Prove if any one is branded wa 4 in- 

TDs: WON 1524 | 
Of thoſe two a we mean to give om 
on this head, the firſt is that adduced by Jeſus 
Chrift, of the ungrateful ſervant whom his 
| lord ſorgave the debt he owed him; and which 

debt was ſo immenſe; that to be paid, the 
debtor, with his wife and children, and what- 
ever he poſſeſſed, was to be ſold; but who, 
when thus forgiven, went his way, and meet- 
ing with a fellow-ſervant that owed him a very 
trifling ſum of money, took him by the throat, 
requiring payment of his debt: on which, that 
fellow-ſervant earneſtly beſought him to be pa- 
tient, promiſing he would, in that caſe, pay 
him al. But this „ ſervant, while the 
memory 


* 


within his mind, kg | while 3 kindneſs 
thus enabled him to perſonate the man of conſe- 
- quence, and ſeize a brother ſervant by the throat; 
(for otherwiſe, you know he would have been a 
purchaſed bondman, and 1 in point 1 of conſequence: | 
below a ſervant;) would not on his part have 
_ patience with a debtor,” but unmercifully threw” 
him into Frs, till the debt ſhould hs! TY 
n 2 
| AﬀeRed {by this artleſ e mw: chi * 
dren; when you come abroad into the world. 
be careful to avoid the ingratitude here menti- 
oned, leſt a puniſhment ſhould be inflicted om 
you by your fellow creatures; for we all depend ; 
_ and every day are in the habit of receiving 
offices of kindneſs from each other. If then, 
bers. one of you ſhould treat a fellow creature 
with unkindneſs, how can you be certain but 
chat ſome one, whom the perſon thus unkindly 
treated by you is connected with, may even on 
the ſpot be found to puniſh your ingratitude ? 
But granting no ſuch perſon ſhould ſtart up, re- 
member there is yet a God, who will avenge the 
cauſe of him you have been harſh with, after he 
| himſelf has treated you with ſo much gentleneſs.” 13 
Of this, Chriſt Jeſus in the eighteenth chapter 


4% : 
» 
"3 


of: $6 Matthew; after having Aated a ſimi ilitude- 
tweeh!his father's kingdom and the maſter of 
thoſe- ſervants juſt now mentioned, holds us out- 
2. very lively inſtance, when he introduces him 
as ſpeaking; in the following words to that do- 
meſtic, who had ſo abuſed his bounty. Oh thou 
«wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all thou owedſt, 
s becauſe thou aſkedſt me to do ſo. Shouldſt not 
thou then, in like manner; have been ready 
« to forgive thy fellow ſervant? Since t thou 
t haſt not, J retract my bounty, and inſiſt on 
„payment. Take him therefore hence to pri- 
on:“ This is what Chriſt Jeſus tells us, 
. in the perſon of fo good a maſter, 
whom he mentions as a repreſentative of God 
himſelf, as from the following verſe, which ends 
the chapter, is apparent, when he ſays: thus 
4 likewiſe ſhall my father do to you, if from 
e your hearts vou eee each other oy” 
(. offences. N e 
But the final:iriftabos we ſhall g give, is is che 
alt importance; and it ſeems, as if Chriſt Jeſus, 
in beſtowing it, had brought into one point of 
view as many intereſting circumſtances as could 
poſſibly be got together, ſo that the inſtruction 
might be forcible indeed. Of oourſe, the pu- 
one of the ungrateful man is infinitely 
det b on 


_ off Son. He deſired no more, to ſatisfy hig* ' 

| hunger, than the crumbs which fell from Dives 5 "> 
table; and could Dives be ſo hard as to refuſe» Dn 
him thoſe? Ves, dear diſciples, though b "I 
way of leſſon. read to his unfeeling heart, the 
dogs he kept came out and licked the poor man's 
ſores. What followed: this? A fortune that at 
all times follows in the rear of human miſery, 
exiſting not Within the poor man's walls; for: 
Lazarus had'nothing but the porch of Diss w 1 
lie under; and the inſolence of riches. They both — © 
died. The ſon of God, however; does not end 
his parable; with is; but carries on the affełt- 28 
ing ſcene between the wealthy and the poor man 
after death; for Dives, after burial,” lifts his 
eyes up, being, as the ſcripture ſays, in torment,) 7 
and ſees. Lazarus a great way off in Abrahams 
boſom. Notwithſtanding his remembrance of 


- 


7 
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neſs of one that ſtood in noma, 


paſſion on him, and fend Lanes tho? it were 
only with a little water on the tip, as he ex- 
pteſſed it, of his finger, to affuage or cool his 
tongue, that ſuffered in the flame: but no, 
was Abraham's anſwer: „in the world, God's 


A providence rained happineſs -upon you, and 
the good things that belong to human life, 
% for which you were not thankful, and from 


«© which you would not ſpare a trifle to eonſole 
« the miſery of Lazarus ; while Lazarus was,. 
nas it were, the bleeding victim to a providence 
« that took delight in bruiſing his afflited ſoul: 
r hut the myſterious dealings of that providence- 
«.are now made clear. Your ſituations are re- 
« yerſed: he is now comforted, and you! m_ 
be for ever tortured i in the flame. ” 
For ever tortured in the nf Ak chil- 
dren! is it poſſible that God's good things beſ-- 
towed upon us, are to have ſo ſad an iſſue? Ves, 
unleſs the grace of God enables us to uſe them 
as we ought. Without this grace, the gifts of 


God are but ſo many ſnares to render the conve- 


encies and comforts of this preſent life conducive - 
to che * and 6 of an hereafter. 
- Hence 


| Hence enſues it, that the more we have of this 
: gin ee the more ſhould we be careful to 


. velieninvately how 
2000 W is to be met with in the world. 
Vou may with eaſe form ſome idea of it, by the 


ſcene prevailing round about your ſeveral dwel- 
lings. Look then at yourſelves. © Conſider 


how you are adorned or dreſſed, and think how 


pleaſant is the face of things at home. TO 


whom are you indebted for ſuch benefits? They 


Were e- u IRON war" 


low eren, you — in l to 
God, and ſhould return his kindneſſes to thoſe 
among your fellow creatures, that may ſtand in 
need of help. Conſidered in this view of things,. 

was Nabal's churliſhneſs quite inexcuſeable, 
eren had not David done him good. When- 
ever therefore, you may ſee a miſerable child 
abandoned by all nature as it were, and having 
no one to look up to, ſave perhaps a mother 
that can hold it out no help, no food, and no 


apparel, let your gratitude to God for his unnum- 
bered benefits inſtru you to conceive a fellow 


feeling at the ſight, and ſay: what can reſem- 
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. ble" mnore "the infant Jes is de manger 


When he drew breath? Whenever you! 


Zarite extended at ſome 


and begg wing ke for: 2 morſel _ 
_ Jeſus Chriſt's fad ſmntion Rakes and at, 

and hungry as he ſays himſelf; and finally, 

whenever you may ſee a fellow ereature ſtreteh- 
ed upon a bed of ſickneſs, and reſigning his laſt 
breath without the-common. comforts neceſſary: 
in ſo perilous a ſtate,” ſay; it reminds you of 
- Ehriſt Jeſus on Mount Calvary, yielding up the 
"” Eli nne 14 -10-obvious.. 


THE HYMN 


OH may. that: virtue, Lord, my breaſt 

Be proud of, which makes men deteſt 
Ingratitude 's black ſin : _ 

Nor let the favours I receive EN 

Be from my mind effac'd, god lee 

i * empty, void therein. . bn bo gs 5 4 

2d 1] = 


That ſervant, who. 
that rich man, who: proudly pleas] 


* peri im at his palace gate, | 
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hoſe brothers who their b 
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1 to all chaſe, that taught by thee, 
ave the leaſt friendſhip ſhown to me, 
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1 have learned i in aber fat 7. am, , there 
| with- to be content.” EET 


| HEN n+ come abrbed into che world, = 
| dear children, you will find, that far 
from imitating this contentedneſs of our Apo- 
ſtle, the deſires of many, are impatient, and for 
ever ſetting them upon the rack. Alas! we 
are, in general, born a reſtleſs fet of people; 
and the conſequence of ſuch a diſpoſition is, 
that owing to this very with of bettering our 
condition in the world, we often ruin or deſtroy 
_ ourſelves without reſource, Tt is our duty, by 
all honeſt means, to labour our promotion in 
this life, and be, if poſſible, reſpectable and 
eaſy as to circumſtances; but, miſtaking the 
ſtraight way wherein we ought to proſecute our 
journey, often is it found we are embaraſſed 
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or wretched, all our days. 


make your ſituation better than C 
deſigned it ſhould be; for God's providence 
-abandons no otic dur before hand does nat fail 

; in ns ry eee Viewing him as our 
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with our ſituation, is a difpoſition/ of the mind 
that univerſally conducts to happineſs; yet 


many —_ into that diſcontent, which is a 


to rat The apoſtle yen e he hass 
learned in whatſoever ſtate he is therewith to be 
content. Learn therefore you, dear children, 


chis ſo neceſſary ſcience: if at preſent you im- 


poſe this duty on yourſelves, you will be ſoon _ 
convinced that at a'future period of your life, 
you cannot but have ample cauſe to be oontent- 


ed with that happy ſituation the obſervance of 


you waſte your life in anxious cares to mend 


your ſituat ion, but becauſe you do not wiſh to 5 
od's providence 


ay ſay he has engaged himſelf to 
me ion for our wants, but not to ſatisfy 
A vaſt extent o our deſires: Accordingly, ſince 
the erea 
1 us, hole who't gulate themſelves by ſuch 

* e a knowledge, 


* 


or as thus pledged himſelf to clohe ani 
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a kbopledge; 3 a mins ate 
very few, and tlierefore live content with their 
condition, while their ſpirit of conte 
on this conſideration, that the power who fur- 
-niſhes the trees with leaves in ſpring, and covers 
the whole face of nature with a crop of graſs to 
8 the, ſhelter and ops: of that m— 
are me into lie, will not gen the wants 
of any human being. It would argue, though 
with reverence be it fpoken, a defect in pre- 
vidence, if- poſſibly it could be vrought on to 
- defert a ſingle individual: but alas! the general 
ſubj et of complaint among mankind is,---not 
that ãndividuals are deſerted, but that individuals 
find their labours fruitleſs tojbe firſt and foremoſt. 
Al we can have any right to wiſh for is, that 
_— : God would ſet us every one upon a footing of equal- 
= ity; but they who paſs away their life in anxious 
and conſuming efforts to be rich or great, are not 
Content with their condition, while they ſee ano- 
ther in the world as rich or great, as they them- 
ſelves are. And in this e at our docu- 
ments upon this ſubject may > home the 
| better to your underſtanding, wwe are e minded, 3 
bp [the expreſſion i is, to put a:caſe, Su 5 
5 1 en at home 3 indulgent pa- 
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rn IDENCE, 


hardly tell you, is im- 
Such likewiſe i is the caſe 


footſtool of his neighbour, 
might obtain the ſummit of the 

a dence, almighty as it is, 
deſires 'ſo inconſiſtent? Nay, ſhould he, 


ming, as we ſay, in 
once contented and c 
e at length enough. e av Bs 
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Before we murmur, then, at proyidence, 
cauſe we have not all our re rt or 9 we 
think our wants, comp 
conſider what are in reality thols 
ing in the prayer of Agur, in the 
of the proverbs, ſay to God; remove far 
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ks lin 1 "rich 
ford. me with food coruenient for „ me, „ % L be full, 
and deny thee, and ſay tuo is the Lord or left I 


| . be poor and ſteal, and take the name of my, Cod in 
> ns. The ſum and. ſubſtance of this  prafer, 


from eres ure ge N in God's great name, 
what: licenſe have we to form wiſhes that can 
only ſpring from ſuch a paſſion ? In the prayer 
Chriſt Jeſus has inſtructed us to offer up for 


mte ſupply of what are in-reality our wants, we 
find no mention of thoſe wants that have their 
origin in our cupidity or covetous deſires. 
There, every thing that has the leaſt alluſion to 

our earthly wants is this, and nothing more. 


« (Give us this day our daily bread”, Here is 
no mention made of riches, comforts, and con- 
veniences. We are not authoriſed to beg of 
God that he would make 2 one the richeſt | 
or. the greateſt in our neighbourhood : nothing 


but daily bread are we permitted t to e To 


— 


chat bread ought we to bound our wiſhes; and 


ue ſay, dear children, that this prayer, and no- 


thing further, was the ſupplication of the apoſtle, 


I 


who had learned in whatſoever late he was 


\therewith io be content. e : 
te But 


lied particularly d on this 
act in ſuch a wa, as if 


from the provi lence Ol Li 
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were able fora th b 
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AY 


Tb a let us imitate z and from the ex- 
ample only of ſuch men as have choſe paſſions 
we ourſelves poſſeſs, but from t the; great. example 
of the ſon of God, in F 2 1 77 7105 ding, 
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Fiſhes, he provided ': an abundant meal vor” the 
me thouſand men. 

For though a = it cannot but hold forth 
remarkable inſtruction: follow - the example, 
| therefore you, dear children, that at any time 
are on the point of coming forth into the world 
in ſome profeſſion, and remember the example, 
you that are not yet of age ſufficient to come 
forth into the world. Alas! how many, might 
not every man's remembrance of ſuch ſcenes as 
have been acted round abdut him be enabled to 
point out, inevitably ruined in the world by ſet- 
ting out improperly! They mourn their folly 
in obſcurity, while we are ſpeaking; and the 
happineſs which ' providence deſigned they 
Mould enjoy, has been entirely thrown away; 
for who can habe been benefited or promoted 
by their miſery or failure? Be not you. then, 
as it were induſtrious to defeat the kind inten- 
tion providence may have reſpecting. you, but 
let the plan of his ſalvation be fulfilled. The 
plan, we ſay, of his ſalvation; for how fre- 
quently does not the happineſs of an eternity 
depend upon our welfare in the world? We 
do not mean that men will find it utterly impoſ- 
ſible to merit Heaven, in that unhappy ſtate of 


poverty to which their OY of conduct 
may 
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may have previouſly reduced them: 'but we: tell 
you, it ſeems much more likely that an individual 
who by aſſiduity has made himſelf. reſpectable 


in this life, ſtrould in ſuch. a ſituation recom- 


mend himſelf to God. To ſome of you, 


dear children, is the time arrived, and to 


the reſt, will ſoon arrive, when. by the manner 
of your ſetting out, you will determine what 
ſhall be the colour of your future life. Conũ- 
der therefore the redeemer s miracle, reſpecting 
the five thouſand men; and he indebted to it 
for the happineſs and comfort, which, no doubt, 
| you wiſh may be your 3 in D 
when you are men and womeãenn. 
For though Jeſus Chriſt with e 
em Yue from Heaven, or converted 
the dry ſticks or flints about him into food, 
ſufficient for the ſuſtenance of thoſe he pitied, 
yet he ordered that the trifling quantity of bread 
and fiſhes his diſciples were poſſeſſed of ſhould 
be brought him; and! eſtabliſſing the wonder 
of his providence on ſuch a ſlight foundat 


bleſſed the ſcanty quantity before him, 5nd 54. 
gan a diſtribution, which, we need not tell you, 
proved a diſtribution of abundance: this was the 
xedeemer's miracle; and as we ſaid juſt now, | 
* m we look upon it as a miracle, hut 
e > & cad * PR. 
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bas inſtruction likewiſe. / Had Chriſi eſis ma. 
nifeſted nothing but his power in feeding this 
abundant m rultt̃t 1de how could'we any way have. 
imitated ſuch a great exertion? but the method 
| he purſued to feed the multitude, was abſolute 
iͤnſtruction; for what meant his aſking where 
- "they ſhould buy bread, that thoſe about him 
might have wherewithal to eat, except:that he 
deſigned to ſhow us how much need the wiſeſt 
[have of counſel, hen they wiſh to ſettle in ſome 
calling or profeſſion, Which ſhall give them 
bread to eat in future? Why did he give or- 
ders that the loaves and fiſhes ſhould be brought 
him, when his power m̃ight have created all he 
wanted, but to ſhow us that in any occupation 
we may pitch Wes arg not to look for mira- 
cles that we e be ſupported, but by in- 
duſtry do alt we can to multiply our lhaves and 
flthes, namely, that ſmall Rock e are RT 
of at our launching into buſineſs for our main- 
tenance 2 And why did he lift up his eyes 10 
Heaven and bleſs H t he was going to diſtri- 
dbute, but by way of teaching every one among 
us, that in vain we ſhall endeavour to procure 
1 burſelves a living among men in ſuch a way as 
| | to have any reaſonable proſpect of ſucceſs,” un- 
lels we * for what we 
11 "© In = have 


non — re owe 
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pile already? b a | thankful: boſom is bo 


ſureſt antidote or medicine againſt a diſpoſition 5 
of avidity or covet ouſneſs upon one hand, and 5 
of negligence or ſloth upon the other. 
e depend upon it, little hearers, that this 
neghgees or floth muſt always carry ruin with 
t. Since it is not God alone that will procure 
: 8 a convenient comfortable ſituation in the 
world. We muſt aſſiſt in the deſign. . To God, 
we muſt acknowledge, men ſhould look for 
health and ingenuity but then, the application of 
this health and ingenuity is totally dependant on 
themſelves : and if they ſhould unhappily neg- 
lect this caution, they will periſh notwithſtand- 
ing they had every talent TY. to AN A 
princely income in the world. . g 
Upon the fubject of this e or oth 
remember, dear diſciples, that the Agur we have 
ſpoken of already did not aſk one thing alone, 
but two. So pray you with the pious Agur,and 
repeat with'him as follows: J have prayed; 
« oh God, that thou wouldſt keep me from the 
. 8 w Which ore wealth er a 1 OC- 


> 
—_— 


"_ e that] may not knw gan po- 


*« verty, leſt I ſhould ſteal and take thy name in 
« vain. Oh Lord, I beg thou wouldſt but give me ; 
food convenient, or ſuch food as will uphold 
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my life alone, and not keep vanity alive wittr- 
* in me.” Once more, we repeat, this prayer 
was alſo that of the apoſtle whe had learnt in 
whatſoever ſtate he was, therewith to be con- 
tent. He placed his firm reliance on God's 
providence, but did not limit every thing to 
this reliance; for althongh he might have juſtly 
claimed to be ſupported by the churches, yet 
his very hands, he lets us know himſelf, had 
miniſtered to his neceſſities. 7a 
Theſe therefore are the duties, Vide ones, 
you ſhould have all recourſe to when you come 
abroad into the world, and are upon the point 
of ſettling in ſome way of life for your ſupport. 
You ſhould abſtain from all exceſſive .covetings, 
and from a ſlothful diſpoſition, Have we any 
thing then further to obſerve? Yes, children, 
much: not many words indeed, but thoſe con- 
taining an important piece of counſel; for 
tis poſſible, when coming near the time of your 
maturity, you may remember the advice now 
given you, and put it into practice, but not ſee 
the benefit annexed thereto as ſoon as could be 
wiſhed. If fo, bethink yourſelves of what we 
let you know at preſent, namely: that king Solo- 
mon gives God two appellations, rather ſingu- 


lar; as in in Eccleſiaſtes, where he calls him patient 
and 


/ 
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and forbearing. He holds puniſhment and re- 


compences in his hand; but then he moves no 


otherwiſe than ſlowly to the diſtribution of 


them. Recollect then, if hereafter, though ab- 


ſtaining from all covetous deſires and * you 


ſnould not ſee your crown, not ſee that comſor- 
table ſituation reaſon tells us is ee 


of two ſuch: virtues; ; recollect, ve ſay, that this 
ſame comfortable ſituation; or this crown; is in 


hardſhip on your nature, when we m0 55a 
as patient ahd forbearing as God is himſelf. 


Oh thou all ruling providence, let not l 
little ones at any future period of their lives, if 


they ſhould be apparently deſerted by thee, add 
to their preceeding fin of covetouſneſs or neg- 


lect, the greater of repining at thy diſpenſations, 
but all lay the blame of their condition, 
on their previous want of due reliance upon the. 
Leet them remember, in their ſorrow, that a ſpar- 
roy falls nat to the ground without thy ſpeciab 
order, or at leaſt permiſſion; and that therefore, 


they are what they are, becauſe they have been 


| finful. Let them change their ſpirit of repin- 


ing, as they ought, into a vindication of thy 


© | Juſtice, nay even mercy; and with. contrite 


n cry out in ſupplication to ches, erh 
— "LEG thus 


7 
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thus ſpeaking * himſelf. ** + am thy work, 
h Lord, and thou provideſt for me bounti- 
6 fully, thee being my creator as thou art; for 
49:thbu-provideſt among other creatures fo the 


birds. Accordingly, at no time do they 


ant: they are not to be taxed with the in- 
, gratitude of fcorning thy good gifts; While, 
either by my-covetous-aſpirings, I have ſeem- 
ed to hold thoſe! bleflings cheap which were 
in at firſt in my poſſeſſion, or have manifeſted by 
my negligence, no wiffi to gain poſſeſſion of 
thy manifold good things: they are contented: 
When their real wants are fatisfed'; but F 
« have-carried all things to exceſs: they faith- 
4 fully purſue that inſtinct Which preſcribes 8 
«their duty; while, with! me, not only reaſon 
«but religion has in vain laid down my duty. 
FT hey ſing forth thy praiſe; but I have; on the 
4 Other hand, diſhonouréd thy great name. 
* Fhey; in a word ebey thee 3} but my liberty 
has taught me diſobedience... Feach me then 
* edience, and my fituation will become far 
better q for thy worch informs me, E am much 
44 more precious in thy fight than many of | 
«« thoſe birds thou takeſt care to feed. The birds; 
h Lord, ſays David, fly to thee for ſucccur and 
4 nn . them 3 meat. in e PN 
hen 
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DO, then let me fly to thee, at thou wilt end my L 

* miſery and my ſin. together. | 5 me lor 
the ſake of 8 chriſt, e. 5 © 
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; ALTERED FROM THE Ts. 
w HEN all TER mercies, 18 my God, = 1 
My riſing ſoul ſurveys, | ES, 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loſt 
In wonder, love and * 


3 * IS - 4 Boys. < of . 


Oh how ſhalt 0 with We warmꝶm 
The gratitude declare, =” 
That glows within my raviſh'd heart ? ES” 4 
But tou canſt read it there. | " = 


Thy providence, my life ſupplied 
And all my wants redreſsd 
When in the ſilent womb J lay, 

Or hung upon the breaſt. | 


B6 7; 
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To all my weak complaints and eries, 
Thy mercy lent an ear, oor 
Before my feeble thoughts had learnt | 
"To form themſelves in prayer. 


In midſt ol dangers, fears, and death, 
It gently clears my way; 


And through the ſlippery paths of vice, 
More to be fear'd than they. ORs 


While time then laſts, my grateful heart 

Thy goodneſs ſhall purſue,  - 
And after death, in diſtant worlds, 

The glorious theme renew. 


Even through eternity, to thee, 8 
A joyful ſong I'll raiſe; 5 

For oh ! eterrity's too ſnort 
To mter all thy praiſe! 


* 
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oN * THE 1 BIRTH OF * CHILDREN, 


8 | GENESES Iv. v. „ 


. 
P 


Lies puter max from the Lord.. 


„ 


THAT means the buſtle. and de. 

in yon' public ſtreet ? The paſſenger 
who would purſue his path on buſineſs, ſcarce} 
can get along; ſo great a preſs of carriages, and 
ſuch a number of domeſtics occupy the ways 
The dwelling, at the door of which theſe laſt | 
are got together, overflows: with gueſts: but 
that it is not Sunday, we ſhould think the vo- 
taries of faſhion were aſſembled to conſume the 
weary time in ſuch diverſion as the rule of fa- 
ſhion orders ſhall be had reſort to upon ſues, 
a day, in preference to the other ſix. What, 


therefore, can occaſion ſuch a concourſe? 


What but the exceſſive joy and tranſport of the 
family, within, and round about whoſe dwelling 
- place, ſo great a tumult is kept up? for while 
a . of brilliant . and gaudi 
| ee 


= SEN „ 


dreſſed ſervants, throng wichout; and white 


within, there ſeems- in each apartment, faving 
one, ſuch thronging,—in that .one apartment 


a religious ceremony is performing, ſince the 

miſtreſs of the company, though weak in body, 
is yet glad at heart, and has been ſo this month 
and upwards, having had occaſion to congratu- 


late the happy partner of her bed with ſuch 
long wiſhed- for tidings as the following: T have 


' gotten me a man, as our wo, mother _ to 


Adam, from the Lord. N 
Enjoy fo great a W ye bel of 


God's providence. Your wiſhes are accom- 


pliſhed, and the patrimony in your family wilt 
now no longer want an owner, of your name, 
to take poſſeſſi on of it, when you lay your 


weary heads down full of peace. Tilt then, 
may you be bleſſed with a continued ſeries of 


bright days, and may that man of yours, which 
you have gotten from the Lord, and who is 


come into the world well watered with the dews 
of fortune, grow in ſtature, and in wiſdom,, - 


and in fayour, not with man alone but God, 


and therefore be well watered with the dews of 


heaven. The voice of joy is conflantly; ſays Da- 
vid, in the dwell ng of the righteous: may it al- 
ways then re- echo in your dwelling, and the 

7 19 AF ; 8 | wild 


on THE" BIRTH ON 259 I 
wild diſorder which 100 mmany = are > incline 7 
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delighted feelings of Bs hk, hut hichons 2 
do not mean,” on this occafion, to find fault 
with, -may the wild diſorder of the preſent i 
evening be ſucceeded by a tranquil ſituntion - 
: enjoyment through the courſe of your whole . 7 
| life hereafter: You: have! gotten a fair preſent 
from the Lord; and that not only in your own 7? 
idea, but the teſtimony of all parents! Rearts is 
with you too; and you are likewiſe bleſſed wii 
more than a ſufficiency to make him happy in 
the world: may he himſelf, in future, make 
yen happy; and with other preſents no leſs fair 
than, this, may you experience the conſolatory, DE 
that is comforting :reflexion. of the pſalmiſt. 
when he ſays, that . children ane an heritage. 
fruit as ripens in the womb, is the rewad. 
he gives. us; that, as arrows in the hand of 8 
* mighty men, even ſo are thoſe born to us, 
4 and that happy is the man WO hath. his 
4. quiver full o them, ſince he ſhall Never. be | "= 
« aſhamed, but ſpeak, boldly to his nenen, _ 
« when they attack him it the Re, is. © = 
therefore happy yau, thrice favoured, parents. 12 0 
in ene of ſuch a kaix-prodittion trons, ' 
| 1 4 4% : {ured 


x60 en 1 


ſured in God's word; and may that child, is 
recently beſtowed upon you, have good cauſe in 
future to. thank God that he was born to ſuch 
great expectations in the world, and that at 
ſuch thankſgiving he is no leſs happy in him- 
ſelf than his appearance now, while we are 
ſpeaking of ſo joytul an event, makes you, 
But what have we been ſaying? Have the 
| wealthy only, in this cixcumſtance of an eſtate 
provided for their little ones before they come 
into the world to bleſs them, have they only 
reaſon to rejoice on ſuch occaſions: as the pre- 
fent, namely, when they get a man, as Eve 
expreſſed it, from the Lord? Not fo, dear con- 
gregation: human preſents may, at times, in- 
deed; confer no fort of joy; but the good gifts 
of God are always valuable, and bring glad- 
neſs with them. Were it otherwiſe, what 
would become of thoſe who dwell not in ſuch 
ſplendid habitations as the crowded city boaſts = 
of, but have only a bare cottage im ſome 
folitary quarter of the country to abide in? 
. Happy, notwithſtanding, or content, beneath 
even ſuch a humble roof, will every wedded 
pair receive the bleſſing from God's goodneſs 
of the heritage called children; and if Provi- 
e hands it for a 2 yet will Nature, 
5 | * 


t 
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| working in each female's heart, at leaſt, excite _ 


her to cry out, as Rachael did to Abraham, 
Give me childrm, or. F die. Enjoy you, like- 


wiſe, the peculiar happineſs of your condition; 


for the voice of joy is conflantly, ſays David, as 


already we oth told you, in the dwelling of the : 


. righteous 3 and this intimates no ſeparation. of. 
the wealthy from the needy. You. are not, 
though poor, in ſuch a ſituation as to be exclude 


from the rights of nature; on the other hand, 


you are, emphatically ſpeaking, more the chil- 


dren, we 'may ſay, of nature than the rich; 
and therefore, Jeſus: Chriſt's alluſton is not 
ſuch as, while i it was deſigned to comprehend | 


all mothers, will be found inapplicable to your 


ſtate of feeling. When à woman, lays the Sa- 


viour, 4s in travail, ſhe hath ſorrow, knowings. . . 


as ſhe does, her hour is come; but when ſhe is de- 
livered, ſhe remembers then-no more the anguiſh 
be endured, for joy that, as he fays,: amen, 
child is juſt born into tha world. 1 5 
Enjoy then, all of you, — be, your 
fituation, whether you reſide in ſplendid houſes, 


or have only tenements of clay upon the waſte, 5 


whether you are poſſeſſed. of ample fortunes or 
eſtates to give your little ones; or, being poor 


e bring forth thoſe. little ones de- 
N 


* 


. 
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92 pendent on God's providence alone for their 
| precarious meal to be provided day by day,—en- 
joy, we ſay, the happineſs of your reſpective 
| ſituations; and whenever God thinks fit to bleſs 
your marriage with increaſe, conſider you are 
juſtified in ſaying, as our firſt tranſported mo- 
ther did, I have, as well as ſhe, obtained a 
man, ph is to er os a . _ froth the 
ome M 
From theſe few fon; wks: are we 
ner?! What makes up the reſt- of this 
diſcourſe; extremely uſeful to you little ones, 
ſince the intention of it is to regulate your 
conduct ee * . oaks ſo . 
| For 3 with as uch reflection as 
gone: tender intellects will let you, how much 
love they conſtantly evince in your behalf; how 
much inceſſant care and pains your education 
conſtantly brings with it; how much coſt they 
are ſubjected to for your ſole benefit. Too 
often, may we ſay, they bring themſelves to 
poverty that you may be the richer for it; and 
that comfortable ſituation it is their whole 
| thought to place you in, experience teaches us, 
leaves many parents in a want of all things. 
Shall we go ſtill farther, and affert they cannot 
. 5 | Pit 


_ 
* 
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but be free wently betrayed into a multitude of 
2 ſins ;—forgive us, parents, if by every 
| means (among which number ſome, perhaps, 
reflekt no great encomium on your conduct) 
-we endeayour to inſure yon the affection of 
your children; for what great inheritance do 
you wiſh more to be poſſeſſed of Ves, dear 
little hearers, thi nk that for your ſake they 
cannot but be frequen nt] betrayed into n 
ude e of trifling ſins. Let this c 
the weight within you which it ust d to 
have; and though you ſhould have utterly for- 
got the tender care they took of your firſt in- 85 
fancy, the fears they underwent at the idea of 
te leaſt leaſt danger that migh 


it threaten'you, the 
circumſtance N poſſeſſed eyes only for 
your ſake, or ſeemed at leaſt to do fo, and 
were happy only in your company, even figh- 
ing, as they did, whenever you were abſent: — 
but what "reaſon is there we ſhould ſpeak i in 
what your grammar calls, as you remembe 
the paft tenſe; as if they do not {till 60 
their tender care, not very likely of your in- 
fancy, but, ſtill, however, of your child. 
hood while we ſpeak; as if they do not ti m- 
bie neu at the idea of your danger in the wefl; 
as if, at preſent, they es eyes rather for 
themſelves, 


CO ink | SERMON XLVI., 


themfeves than, your ſake, or are * . 
in any other company, and do not figh when 
you are abſent? No, dear children, ſafely may 
we ſay the tenderneſs of their ſolicitude re- 


mains; and this you ought to think of; but if 
nature ſhould not be fo ſtrong within you as 


to turn your obſervation, whether (as the ex- 
preſſion is) you will or will not, on this point, 
yet recollect the little fins they have been guilty 


bf, all comprehended i in the two great favour 


or. indulgences they have already ſhown you, 
and continue ſtill to ſhow. you; for this too great 


favour or indulgences are to be put among the 
- fins of parents: think then upon theſe, and let 
the idea be a ſtrong conſideration with you to 


-produce that conduct of affection which alone 


can make your parents happy. 
Which among you is there—little 8 
you are that would not, had you but a friend, 


be ſhocked at the idea of ingratitude returned 
that friend for all the favours he had heaped 
upon your head? Dear ſon or daughter, let 
your preacher on this article ſpeak. freely, tho“ 
affectionately, to you. If, then, he could ſay, 
With truth, to any one among you, What 


" * have we. hen told of * behaviour? We 


66. - could 


„„ 


y : *＋ 
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« could name à certain little friend, A tender 
e Jonathan, (for Jonathan, you may remem- 


« ber, was young David's friend) a tender Jo- 


«« nathan that truſted you with all his dea reſt 
40 ſecrets, that has frequently | dried up your 
& tears, has comforted your boſom in its fwell- 


« ing grief, has aided you with ſo much gene- 


« roſity in all your wants, and in whoſe friend- 


« ſhip you have conſtantly enjoyed ſuch conſo- 
« Jation, but this friend you have forgot ; nay 


« treated him with 4 condemnable ingratitude. 


How would this ſound, we aſk you, in your 
ear? If then fo much is dde to friendſhip, is 


there nothing due to nature? If ingratitude 


_ evinced a friend, to whom, while he was ſhow- 
ing you his friendſhip you ſhowed yours, occa- 
Hon painful thoughts, how would you bear the 
thought of having with ingratitude behaved 
yourſelf to thoſe Kind parents who muſt always 
be conſidered your beſt friends, and friends, to 

whom, while they have always been employ- 
ed in ſhowing you their friendſhip, you have not 


— 


| been able to ſhow yours. : Let this, dear chil= ; 


dren, be another ſtrong conſideration with you 
to evince a ſuitable behaviour of affection to 


to 


your parents; ; or if any one among you hither- 5 


. 
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to NG FREE: an n oppoſite As. Fa be- 
having with ingratitude to thoſe beſt friends he 
might have had, let him reſemble the unhappy 
prodigal, by Jeſus Chriſt referred to; but be- 
fore he is as guilty as the prodigal, let him re- 
pent of his demeanour, riſe, go to his parents, 
and acknowledge he has ſinned, but will not 

any longer do ſo, if their goodneſs. will reſtore 
him to a place among the number of their 
other children. : 

Poſlibly—for, as already mentioned, 3 we =y 
leave no ſtone unturned, or. let no means paſs 
by us of procuring parents from their children 
that affection their indulgent hearts conſider it 
their whole ambition and their only happineſs 
to be poſſeſſed of: Poſſibly we ſay and toſuc- 
ceed in our endeavours, which are meant not 
only for the happineſs of parents but their chil- 
dren kewiſe, let us have recourſe to every 
ſuppoſition ,—poſlibly, we ſay once more, dear 
children, you have loſt a father or a mother, 
We can ſympathize fincerely with you in a 
ſituation of ſo much afflition; but thoſe ſor- 
rows, Providence ordains us in the world, have 
every one their uſe. Let us then ſee what uſe 


- * can derive from having loſt that father or 
| that 


1 
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that mother, to whoſe ardour of affoction you = 
nſpeakably indebted. No leſs uſe, dear > 

children, than a ſtrong inducement to increaſe 

that meaſure of affection you owe both, for the 


are ſo u 


ſupport, the conſolation, and relief of the fur- 


vivor. Have you loſt your father? What was 


the inſtruction you received when, with his 


other children, you were. preſent at his dying 
bed? His dying bed, dear auditors, than which 
believe us nothing can impart inſtruction more 
affecting. We, for our part, ſee. this father ready 
to give up the ghoſt; but ſaying with the pa- 
triarch Jacob, when his children were collect- 
ed round about him, and that Joſeph, who you 
know had ſhown himſelf a virtuous ſon, was 
in the order of the mournful circle to be bleſſed. 
What then ſaid Jacob? Hear it, children, and 


improve thereby; for Joſeph, in reward of his 


affectionate behaviour, got a better bleſſing. 


than his brothers, namely this: The God, 
« dear Joſeph, of thy father, he ſhall help thee, 


« and the Almighty bleſs thee with bleſſings of 
heaven above, with bleſſings of the deep that 


« lieth under it, with bleſſings of the breaſt, 
*« and bleſſings of the womb.” This was * 
benediction uttered by the dying Jacob upon 


J hos + 


4 
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Joſeph, and it muſt be looked on as the . | 
diction of all fathers; for the ſelf ſame feel- 
ings in reality engrofs their heart. Judge then, 
x fathers, with theſe. feelings, can be other- 
wiſe than valuable huſbands, "What, then, 
follows, but that ſhe who is your mother has 
incurred the loſs of ſuch a huſband :- Let her 
chen, in your increaſed affection, find ſome 
_ compenſation for her loſs. But you have loſt a 
mother; on this ſuppoſition, likewiſe, what 
+ ſhould not your wiſh be, to redouble your af- 
fection in behalf of that indulgent father left 
you! We can figure to ourſelf this mother 
laid upon her dying bed, and ſhe appears to us 
in ſuch a ſituation as the dying Rachel, ſave 
indeed reſpecting the occaſion of her death; 
for Rachael, as you know, gave up the ghoſt 
in childbirth, after ſhe. had been delivered of 
tte little Benjamin. What then, may we ſup- 
poſe, was the concluding ſcene of life between 
her huſband and herſelf? You, Abraham, 
were you living, would be able to repeat her 
laſt farewell, when folding you in her affec- 
tionate embrace, ſhe uttered the laſt words ſhe 
had to ſpeak in this world, and affording you 
the final proof of her departing tenderneſs, ſhe 
earneſtly beſought you to protect the little ones 
. | | * 
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me left behind: and W578 particularly that t | 
which ſhe had afforded breath, not at the ha- 


ard only, but expence of her own life. Be 
each of you that Benjamin : : it will be piety in 


you if you ſuppoſe ſo; and let ſuch ee 


cir circumſtances, happening in your ſeveral fami 


lies, be of themſelves ſo many reaſons to in- 
creaſe the ſtrength of your affection for that 
father or that fnother who is viſited with _ 


of this life's calamities, 
Thus have we drawn together ſome few mo- 
| tives tending to inculcate in your hearts a filial- 


like deportment. We are ſenſible, dear chil- 


dren, that the caſes we have put will not ſuit 
every one among you; and perhaps but few. 
Yet, be it noted, our diſcourſe i is rather ſuited 
to produce a habit of affection i in you, than the 
act of being duteous to your parents on parti- 
cular occaſions. Certainly the boſom of a 
child is not in need of any great perſuaſives to 
affection. We ſhall therefore, in this place, ſay 


nothing farther, after having recommended you 


to God, and prayed him to aſſiſt you in your 


reſolutions of evincing an affectionate behaviour 
to your parents. Shed thy grace upon us, thou 
Almighty Father, and vouchſafe that, granting 


any one among us preſent here ſhould be re- 
Vor. III. 


moved 


n 
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moved ue his parents, from this ſtate of = 
ing, he may have the heartfelt ſatisfaction, of 
reflecting that his filial duty was fo perfect they 
were never ſenſible of any ſorrow, ſaving that of 
having loſt him; and oh grant, that if, upon 
. the other hand, according to the courſe of na- 
ture, they ſhould leave him their ſurvivor, 
| he, with both his brothers and his ſiſters, may, 
together, and not like the dying Iſaac's chil. 
"dren, one of whom obtained 2 bleſling to the 
. excluſion of the other, may together, we re- 

. peat, obtain the bleſſing of their dying parents. 
May theſe laſt have reaſon, like the expiring 
Iſaac, to lift up their trembling hands, altho' 
with difficulty in the act, to bleſs thoſe chil- 
dren whom not only nature, but religion, have 
inſtructed to perform their ſeveral duties, 
through the courſe of their whole life. May 

_ thoſe who have already proved themſelves no 
leſs praiſe-worthy for affection ſhewn their 
parents, than thoſe parents, for attachment and 
Protection ſhown their children in this ſtate of 
being, prove their glory in the next. Hear us, 
ch God, through Jeſus Chriſt, * 


THE 
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LET us for ever bear in mind _ 
The joy how pure, how great, 

Within our parents“ yearning hearts, 
Raic'd by our child-like ſtate! — & 


* = * > 


his joy was but another name 
Expreſſive of the love 


| Plac'd in their boſoms by that God 
Who rules an heaven above. 


* 


<< 


There ſcarce is an event in life 
That round us we diſcern, _ 
But, from the ſame, if duly weigh'd, 
Some leſſon we may learn. 1 
Then let us, when on thoſe, we 
New children are beſtow'd, ; 1 
Think of the joy that always fills 
Their boſom and abode. 


And not that only, but the care, | 
For ſuch a length. of years 
"Thoſe children's education coſts; | 
Their riſing hopes and fears. 


Rn . EEE Give 


* 


Ol this the conſequence will be, 


Give us the grace, while this we ſee, 
Within ourſelves to ſaß; 


Our parents the ſame joy, hope, fear, 
Have ſhewn from day to day. 


That we ſhall bend our thoughts, 
To love them for ſuch benefits 
With ardour as we ought, | 


—_ 
* * 
* 
8 * 
oy 
* * 
= — 
* 
. 
Ge FP 
. 
* * 4 5 
* — 
4 
< 
* - 
- yg o — . 
x / 
7 
8 8 : 
* "_ 
« 
, 
' 
* 
* , 

: . 5 


6. 


. 1 6 » 1 by * 
5 4 : * ' * A * o 1 » 
Ls k 8 I » 
; ESE: 5 * - 
* b | « . 4 . , s 4 
% : p 4 * 9 9 Fe ry T * 
8 Sx , 2 > 4 # + s "i + 
2 ; & ; =. I 7 8 1 R » 0 5 92 #5 ww Bu 
E114 v4 SAMUEL; ki. Vi" 22;-22. 5/7 [5 53 
* 5 * . " - * ö 15 ; 
4 + N ; * £ * 3 +” 4 
£ 


While the ch 105 yet alive; I fafted « and wept ; 
or I. ſaid, ꝛuße can tell whether God will be 
_ gracious fo me that the child may live ? But 
now he is dead, wherefare ſhould J fat? Can 


an en him back again ©” 7. / all go to him, but” 


be ſhall not return to mne. 


* 1 


S this. exhortation, though particularly it 
appears addreſſed to parents, is intended 
for your ad monition, children, that by notic- 
ing the ſorrow ſuch as parents molt of all re- 
ſigned to God endure on loſing any of their 


children, you that are ſurvivors may indemnify | . 


them by redoubling your affection, it is requi- 
ſite we ſhould inform you of the ſeveral parti- 
culars that led to this affecting ſituation which 
king David was reduced to, when he ſpoke 
what conſtitutes our text. Theſe ſeveral parti- 
culars, which we ſhall here abridge, make up 
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4 2 very moving picture of domeſtic Sie and 
3 are as follow: | 
* David having perpetrated: an enormous crime, 
—for notwithſtanding ſcripture tells us he was 
faſhioned after God's own heart, yet ſtill was 
he a man, and ſubject, juſt like other men, 
to all the groſs corruption of our nature, which 
= prevailed fo far within his boſom as to make 
= | Him guilty of too many grievous ſins ; but which 
However did not get him ſuch a glorious appel- 


Þ lation; no, but his repentances, than which 
E- there are not greater upon record; for he ſinned 
5  Hke man; and man, with all his ſtack of in- 


5 nm nocence about him, has a heart, as David fays 

4 | himſelf, exceeding ſinful; fo much fo, that no 

1 one poſſibly can know ĩt: dut as ſomething more 
dan man, did he repent his manifold tranſgreſ- 

8 fious, which was fo acceptable to the Alnigh- 
ty's goodneſs, that he ſaid, Have I not found my 
ſervant David one, for fuch is the expreſſion, 
after my own heart ? And' this may teach you | 
two important matters : firſt, that God is, in 
reality, a being eaſy to be ſerved:or pleaſed; 
and ſecondly, that men, inſtead of launching 
forth into inveRives on the crimes of David, 

and enquiring how a murderer, as indeed he 
e ſhould _ ſo glorious a diſtinction, 
=—*, which 


* ; K | Y x , 
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1 is only finding fault with God, _ 
doubting the veracity of fcripture, ſhould de- 


termine to avoid his crimes themſelves, and 
imitate his virtues. God approved not of his 
crimes; for, on the other hand, he puniſhed 
them ſeverely; no man's, very likely, more 


ſeverely ; but he favourably liſtened to the lan- 
guage of his heart, when he repented. 


This whole paſſage has been only a aretz - 
it was naturally introduced, however, by the 
ſubject, and we thought the inſtruction ſo im- 


portant, that it could nat be omitted. Having fi- 
niſhed this digreſſion, we come back and ſay that 
David having perpetrated an enormous crime; 


5 by ſending one Uriah to the war, and bidding 
Joab, his chief officer, appoint him to a ſtation 


in the hotteſt quarter of the battle, ſo that he 
might certainly be put to death, obtained, by 


| ſuch a crime, poſſeſſion of his wife; in conſe- 
quence of which a child was born to David: 


But, dear children, God was ſo offended at this 
double wickedneſs in David, that he ſent his 


prophet Nathan to inform him of the puniſu- 
ment that ſhould purſue ſo great a crime. The 


prophet, we may naturally think, conceived it 
neceſſary to proceed with caution ; keeping, 
therefore, from an open accuſation of the king, he 
; OE wrought 


+ 


* 
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wrought upon him, by the intervention or af... 
- fiſtance of a fable, to confeſs the fin he had 


ammitted. U pon which the prophet told him, 
God had put away his crime in ſuch a matter 
of adultery with murder, and he ſhould not die 


' himſelf, but that the child . proceeding from 
him, ſhould be ſurely ſmitten. ' And it ſo felt 


out: for ſhortly after was the infant ſick to 


death. Now, therefore, to his ſorrow, as a 
human being, for the fin he had committed, 


was there added his affliction; as a father, for 
the child he was to loſe. He faſted, lay upon 
the ground all night, and would not liſten to 
the ſervants of his houſehold, who adviſed him 


to take bread and be of comfort. This was 
the afflicting ſituation of his ſpirit ſeven whole 


days, when God thought fit to take the child. 
The buſineſs now was to acquaint him of its 
death; but how was this to be effected, without 


killing David? for the ſervants, whiſpering one 


another, ſaid, While yet the little one was 
< living he would never liften to us, and was 
„ jnconſolable. What, therefore, will he do 
« when we inform him the poor child is dead? 
This whiſpering, David ſoon took notice of; 


* 


and, gueſſing at the reaſon, aſked them, not for 


; | tural 


were dead; to which they anſwered he it dead; 
expecting, very probably, the king would 
ſwoon, or otherwiſe afflict himſelf at the intelli- 
gence: but, wonderful as they conſidered it, 


he ſeemed releaſed: from ſorrow, roſe and 
waſhed himſelf, repaired to worſhip, and, re- 


turning, called to have his ſervants ſet on bread, 
His ſervants, thinking ſuch behaviour unac- 


countable, preſumed to aſk the reaſon of it, ſet- 


ting his behaviour previous to the child's de- 
ceaſe, in contraſt with his preſent alteration of 


behaviour; upon which he anſwered, ſaying, 
as already we have mentioned in the text, tho? 


with ſome little change of the expreſſion, 


« While the child was living, I both wept and 
« faſted; ſaying to myſelf, the child, by reaſen | 
« of my A in, is ſuffering pain ; but now that all 
« his pain is over, wherefore ſhould I weep' or | 
« faſt? If life would be a bleſſing to him, could 


« I bring him back by faſting or by weeping 
longer? Oh no, no! but ſince I wiſh he 


64 were alive, that I might have the joy of 


« being with him, I conceived this thought 


« of conſolation, namely, that in future 
« ] ſhall go to him, gh he ſhall ne- 
6 ver come again to me.“ This was the 


4 language 
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- tural Wend in ſuch CP ſituation, if the child 
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| ” Knguage * religion i in the heart of our afflicted 
father. 


And this . is 605 ale point «yl 


tween. two- circumſtances taken likewiſe from 


the word of God; of which the firſt is in the 
thirty-firſt of Jeremiah, at the th verſe, allud- 


ing to the murder of the innocents By Herod; 


ſome time after the Redeemer's birth. A 
voice was heard in Ramah,” fays: the pro- 


Phet, © lamentation and the bittereſt; mourning: 
Rachael weeping for her children, and refuſing | 
A to be comforted; becauſe they were no more; 


that: is to ſay, becauſe the unfeclng Tow 


Herod, had: deſtroyed them. 


Had deſtroyed them | had ſent forth his mur- 
derers to ſtab the little innocents! hard: fate 


indeed?) how ſhall a mother's eye behold ſo 


fad'a ſight, and live? Deplorable neceſſity Þ yet 
Kill; religion would: have certainly ſuggeſted re- 
ſignation· to the will of God in-fucti a ſituation, 


as his providence for ſome wiſe purpoſe,” to- 
tally unknown to the afflicted mother, had-per- 
mitted ſhould take place. Unhappy Rachact! 


we may pity thoſe whoſe actions, wewed ac- 


cording to religion, we muſt: diſapprove; 'and_ 


parents cannot be expected, all at once, to: put 


_—_ the- r kelings of their heart: but ſtill it 
| 1 n 


— 
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| would have greatly tended to the peace of Ra- 
chael's mind, if weeping for her children ſhe 
had fled for refuge to thoſe thoughts religion 
eannot but inſpire, inſtead of previouſly reſolv- 
ing to reject all conſolation, in her grief. We 
think, alas! we hear her ſaying: „ have loſt 
+ my children! I lament the lovelieſt babes 
« that ever breathed! I ſaw the murderers ſtab 
+ them to the heart! Theſe hands of mine were 
6 unavailingly ſtretched out to ſave them from. 
« a cruel ſoldiery!. they. could bus writhe in 
C pangs and utter piercing ſhrieks, but which 
were certainly enough to melt a heart of 
« marble, while their little ſouls were iſſuing at 
, the wounds! Let none then comfort me. 1 
4 ſaw them die here, here upon the very ſpot 
where E would. fain dig deep- with. theſe my 
nails till I had. made a grave to. bury me 
alive; for thoſe I mourn are in the grave 
4 ann, ; and I have reaſon not to be con- 
.« ſol Theſe, we may naturally think, 


were Rachael's exclamations ; and in thus ex 


elaiming, ſhe expreſſed the languge, not like 
David, of religion, but as any pagan mother 

would have done —of nature. 
But the other circumſtance we ſhall adduce. 
and-which, Perhaps. exceeds as much the mo- 
L 6 : narch.s 85 
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narch's reſignation, as the monarch's reſigna- 
tion was exceeded by the natural behaviour of 
the woman, is recorded in the ſeventh chapter 
of the fecond of the Macchabees. It is the 
ſtory of a woman who not only bore the death 
of one, but ſeven, beloved children ; and not only 
Lore, but animated or encouraged them to un- 
dergo it. Oh, my fon,” ſaid this heroic 
woman to the youngeſt, when the other ſix 
had died in faith, and ſuffered all the cruelties 
of a remorſeleſs tyrant, how you came into 
« the world I cannot tell; for I could never 
« give you life, or know by what ſtrange means 
« jt was connected with your frame; but what 
« I know is this, that your creator will beſtow 
eternal life upon you, if you ſcorn this pre- 
« ſent ſtate of being for his ſake. Take there- 
« fore pity on me, me that bore you in my 
* womb, and gave you ſuck three years, and 
„brought you up unto this age, and went 
« through all the troubles of your education: 
« ] beſeech you, my dear child, caſt firſt your 
eye on heaven; THAT you ſhould go to: and 
« and conſider afterward the earth; THIS you 
mu quit at laſt. Act therefore in a manner 


« worthy of your fix dear brothers“ faith, and 
| ; $6 die 
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e« die as they have done; that, in another world; 
« I may receive you at the hand of God. 

This was the language of a mother, ani- 
nike by her faith-to look with ſcorn on what 
the generality of mothers live by, —namely, the 
exiſtence of their little ones in. this world with 
them; therefore, while the ſad complaints of 
| Rachael were the workings of that principle 
called nature in her heart; and while the de- 
claration made by David to his ſervants on the 
ſubje& of that comfort he experienced in the 
death of his dear child, proceeded from religion 
in his heart, the conduct of the woman juſt 
now mentioned was a heroiſm in her heart, 
of which it muſt be owned there are not MANY 
capable: nor is it, as we truſt, required by the 
Almighty at their hands. Poor Rachael! thy 
| refuſal to be .comforted, becauſe. thy children 
were all taken from thee, raiſes our compaſ- 
ſion; and we wiſh we could but lighten thy 
aftfliction: We, who, by the favour of God's 
providence, are parents juſt as thou art, wiſh. 
fincerely this; and while we wifh it, fancy 
our own children cling, if we may ſay fo, cloſer 
to us, and demand protection at our hands 
from every thing that may annoy them. But; 
eb David; from the "Ou of thy reſigs. 


nation 


yn 
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ee, - Wille the chi us 
yet alive, thou wepſt and faſtedſt: there, alas! 
was ſorrow. proper, while the little one was 


fuffering ;—ſuffering from the viſitation of God's 


' providence, and ſuffering likewiſe from the uſe- 
leſs application of thoſe remedies which were 
adminiſtered to give it eaſe, and which are at 


the time ſo bitter: but when once thou knewſt 
the childs” afflicted ſoul was fled, religion whiſ- 


pered thee that weeping would not bring it 


back; whereas by imitating to the utmoſt of 
thy power its innocence, as long as providence 


mould will thee to remain thyſelf upon the 
earth, thou ſhouldſt, on thy departure, go to 


kim, though he ſhould never come again to 
thee. From ſuch demeanour, and from ſuch 
a declaration, what is not the ſolace felt by 


parents whe, contemplating the loſs of their 
deloved little ones, may gather comfort from 
the thought that they, whom their affection 
| uſed to call ſo many angels, in reality are then 


become ſo; and that long it will not be but 


they ſhall meet again? but oh, not poor but 


rather happy thou heroic woman! round about 


thee are collected thy ſeven children: thy ex- 


ample animates us almoſt to deſire the deatn 
of thoſe whoſe life proceeded from us; and if 
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ever the accourits of a repub ic were yet e 
which tell us, that when children were there 


born to parents, they (that is to ſay theſe laſt) 


| ſhed tears of ſorrow, but rejoiced when they 

were carried out for burial, they were verified 
in thy behaviour: but however that be, ſure it 
is thy great example teaches. us when we be» 


hold the pale remains before us of thoſe-chil- - 


dren who, we hoped, and were perſuaded, _ 
would. have. proved « our ſtay; and comfort in old 
age, not to be grieved| but glad, and join the 
great thankſgiving of that heir to human ſorrom;. - 
namely, Job: It was the Lord. that gave, 


and it is now the Lord: that takes away what 


.« he beſtowed: upon me bleſſed be mos name 
4 for ever!” 

Thus have we-gone over matter in n itſelf ſubs 
ficient to: direct the judgment of thoſe parents 


who are conſcious that God's providence is 


over them. Upon the ſubject of their chill. 
dren's premature departure, we may certainly 
pronounce that God expects not to behold the 
heroiſm of the woman, whoſe ſeven, children 
were cut: offt; but grace requires that nature 
and. its feelings ſhall,, in ſome ſort, be repreſſed 
on ſuch: occaſions; notwithſtanding they are fo 
afflicting. The religion, therefore, of. the 
055 | royal. 


0 


model. While their child is ſtretched upon a 
bed of anguiſh, it is commendable to be ſorry 
for its ſufferings, ignorant as they muſt be, 


how long thoſe ſufferings will continue: but 
when finally the ſpirit is returned to God that 


gave it, in ſuch caſe it is a point of duty to be- 
think themfelves the babe is happy, and to ſet 
its innocence before: them, as a model by re- 
ſembling which, as far as they are able,. they 
ſhall go to their beloved infant at a future 
time, though their beloved infant ſhall not 
come again to them. 7 

Dear little company, in this wiſe * we 
placed before you the ſolicitude of parents for 
thoſe children Providence thinks fit to ſunder 
from their kind embraces, and referred them 
to a remedy in their diſtreſs; the remedy king 
David had recourſe to in his ſorrow on a ſimi- 
lar occaſion: and we ſay ſtill farther, that re- 


ligion will ſupply you likewiſe with a motive 


to conſole them; for religion will ſuggeſt the 
duty you are under of increaſing your affettion, 


or to mend the expreſſion by another word 


more ſuited to the ſubject that has been diſcuſſed, 


your gratitude; for how much gratitude do you 


not owe them? In the progreſs of our ſermons 


hitherto 


we xxo XI VII. „ 


royal mourner for bis child, ſhould. he * f 


4 
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hitherto we have ſooften touched on filial duty, 
that at preſent to ſay more upon the ſubject, 
would be needleſs : we ſhall therefore end this 
exhortation by reminding you, that to evince 
a heart of gratitude in favour of your parents 
from religious motives, will, undoubtedly, con- 
ſole them in the height of all their family af- 
fliction. Let them not, oh God, think mean- 
ly of religion, as adapted to promote this gra- 
titude in human hearts; for was not Cain fs 
irreligious as to grieve his parents by the mur- 


dier ofa brother? Was not Joſeph, from the = 


influence of religion, grateful to his father for 


the benefit of life conferred upon him; ſo much 
ſo, as to forget the cruel treatment of his bro- 
thers? And, in fine, was not. the officer to 


whom he propheſied thoſe future honours that 
ſhould come upon him, utterly ungrateful ? 


And why ſo? Why but becauſe he had no no- 


tion of religion i in him. Let them often me- 


ditate upon the conſequences flowing from re- 


ligion, and the want fer This we requeſt, 
through _ Chriſt, Kc. 
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5 WHY ſhould my parents grieve 
Were God to take me while a child, 
Since being I ſhould leave, 
From fin exempt and undefil'd, 
_ . To dwell with God on high, 
Where pain and forrow are forgot? 
Why ſhould they heave one ſigh, 
Since ſuch great bliſs would prove my lot? 


Then ſhould I yield my breath, 

At night, to-morrow, or next day, | 
Diiear parents to my death, 5 
| ata more than decent forrow Pay 3 ; 
Since ſoon the time will be, 
Though now we bid a fad dieb, 
When you may come to me, 
"Though I muſt ne'er return to you. 


Then let us all take heed | 
To live, dear parents, as we ought: 
Me,—that if heav'n ſhould ſpeed, 
From this vain world, with trouble : fraught, 
Your darling firſt away, OE be 
Angels to heav'n my-ſoul may bear, 
And you—that, when this clay 
You ou with, you may meet me there. 
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Lo children are an heritage 


c frat of the womb is his reward. As arrows 
are in the handof a mighty man, fo are children 


» 


* 


¶ the youth. Happy is the man that 


wo wm of them. They fhall not be a 
- but they ſpall ſpeak with th ir enemies in the 
Fur, VVV 


MAGINE, little hearers, if you can, what 
Joy, what tranſport our 
have felt, when , while her ſorrows. were ſtill 


[a for that delightful ſpot of Eden which 


through diſobedience ſhe had loſt, together with 
the frequent preſence of her Maker,when, 
we ſay, while ſhe was ſtill a prey to ſad reflecti- 
on for the loſs of Paradiſe and God, it pleaſed 


him to beſtaw a child upon her; when it 


the Lord, and the 


mother muſt 


. 
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ed him as it were, to build her up 2 houſe of 
Joy and pleaſure in the wilderneſs. No doubt, 
the brought him forth in ſorrow ; and the little 
innocent, when come into the world, exhibited 
a piteous ſituation. Mothers now conceive be- 
fore hand what appearance their offenceleſs lit- 
tle ones will make, when newly born, and are 
not upon that account alarmed : but this, we 
may ſuppoſe, was not the caſe with Eve. In 
her preceding pains, ſhe had experienced the 
fad conſequenees. of her ſin, and fuch a helpleſs 
Rate as that of her beloved child, unable as it 
muſt have been to move its little limbs, ex 
cept: as ſeeming pain affected them; and not 
that only, but no doubt in tears as if it ſuffered: 
real pain, muſt have excited her compaſſion, ag- 
gravated further {till by the idea that this miſery- 
of the infant was another conſequence enſuing. 
from her ſin. Yet drowning theſe conſidera- 
tions in a mother's joy, that, as Chriſt Jeſus - 
ſays, a man was born into the world, her words 
to Adam, ſpoke in the ſimplicity peculiar to 
thoſe very early days, but ſtill expreſſive of her 
joy and tranſport, were as follows: / have got a 
man, or manchild, from the Lord. 

From this expreſſion Land the text, dear 


lite Lene you had your value 1 in the ſcale of 


2 | „„ God's 
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God's creation; ſince" your parents are to Took 1 
upon you as a heritage proceeding from th . 
Lord, and, as the text ſays, farther, « his 41 
< reward.” In fact, whatever comes from 1 
God, muſt in itſelf be good, unleſs debaſed by 1 
ſin; and though, as David tells us, children Þ 
were even ſhapen 1 in iniquity, and more n . 
that, conceived in ſin, yet ſtill they come in : 
the world in every generation with reſpect to : 
aQual guilt, as innocent as God created Adam: 8 } 
and Chriſt Jeſus has pronounced 1 their innocence 1 
entitled to his father's kindgom, if they quit this * 
fate of being, undefiled by wilful ſin. How- 1 
ever this is not ſufficient of itſelf ; and therefore, N 
vou ſhould know the text has ſomething elle. bi 
At tells us, you may be compared to arrows in G 
the hand of mighty men, and that the parent | 
who hath filled his quiver with ſuch arrows, 
that is, who hath many little ones, is happy, 
and needs never be aſhamed, or fearful, when 
his enemies affault him at the gate. From 
hence, it ſeems you are, at leaſt in your maturer 
N life, the ſtrength of thoſe that under God firſt 
gave you being ; and their rock or fortreſs, as 
the pfalmiſt in another place expreſſes it: but 


this, upon a ſuppoſition that, when come to 


"ous of reaſon and — you. conduct 
| your- 
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| . as children ſhould, as hires: mis | 
ate educated in the nurture of the Lord, which 
as St. Paul's expreſſion; and in ſhort,” that 
while your parents bring you up in ſuch a God- 
ily manner, you are ſubject to them; for bad 
Children, far from being ſuch a rock or fortreſs, 
hurt the peace of thoſe who gave them life, and 
are their heavineſs and curſe ; while, frequently 
it happens that thoſe very parents, who in hap- 
pineſs of heart at fuch a proſpect as was opened 
to their view in what they thought the promĩſ- 
ing appearance of their children, might have ſaid 
to others aſking of their family, theſe are the 
children Ged has given me, which were the words 
of Joſeph to his father Jacob, —afterward, in 
grief of heart, at the idea of their children's con- 
duct, altered from that condudt they were led 
to fancy in the ſeaſon of their innocence it 
would have been, may have the greateſt reaſon 
20 complain, as Jacob did, though from a very 
different motive, that thoſe. very children will 
bring down with ſorrow their grey hairs to 
death. 

If then you love your parents, ch "PW, —in 
return for that affection they are always ſhowing 
you, be careful ſo to faſhion your behaviour by 
the rule of * that as n you may prove 

f 2 con- 


4 


x Mo: conſolation to their age: and more | | 
ache eee eee | ; 
. RO towards death, let your | 


to aſſuage thoſe ſorrows : 


* 


5 


7 


eſt individuals in this world, and not a 
infuſed into their cup, when life at laſt, as 
you will find yourſelves by ſad ie 
8 's providence thinks fit ſo long to ſpare you, 
is ſufficiently. unpalatable. Have you never 
heard that love deſcends in families? that pa- 
s love their children? that the ſpar- 
row, for example's ſake, will feed the brood ſhe 
may have hatched, and at the hazard of her life _ 
defend it, but that love does not ſo univerſally 
aſcend in families? that children do not always 
Jove their parents ? and that unfledged ſparrows 
y no manner of attention to -their mother, 
| fave that they may have their wants 

This is indeed the cafe with ſparrows, and in- 

dieed with all the brute creation. Shall we ſay 

| too this is frequently the caſe with many of the 
Human ſpecies ? but, dear children, you are 

worth, as Jeſus Chriſt ſays, many ſparrows ; 

worth too, many brutes of any ſpecies in the 
fight of your creator, who beſides has 
that if with them, love ſhall not univerſally 4. 
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eend, it ſhall 1 no 6 
vation of the ſpecies makes it needful. Thus 
à mother ſparrow, when her young ones can 
ſubſiſt themſelves, no longer loves thoſe young 
ones, but will drive them from the neſt, and 
having once got rid of ſuch a burthen, will not 
ſee them any more: but you are not thus ſitua- 
ted. You have parents that in every ſtage of 
life think of you, and in every ſtage of life con- 
ſider it a pleaſure to promote your happineſs. 
The reaſonable conſequence. of ſuch an obſer- 
- vation 1s, that your demeanour ſhould be differ- 
ent far from that of ſparrows ; and that grant- 
ing nature does not teach you to love thoſe that 
are abſorbed in their affection for you, yet God's 
grace inſtructs you-to return the meaſure of 
that great affection they give proof of, with no 
leſs a meaſure of affection evidenced in your de- 
meanour; or, to ſtate it in another manner, that 
while nature ſays to parents /ove your children, 
grace as loudly ſays to children, lobe your pu- 
rents. This return of love, however, on your 
part we ſhall not now inſiſt on, meaning to 
diſcuſs it more particularly in the next diſcourſe 
but one, in which we ſhall conſider that deſcent 
of love in families which we have juſt now 
ſlighily mentioned. In the preſent ſermon, or 
| that 
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chat part of it as yet un finiſh ed, we ſhall limit ; 


our remarks to what we humbly offer as inflruc- 


tion for your parents, 
Parents, therefore, let us ſay, ſi reſts with you, 


in general if not always, ſo to regulate the edu 


cation of your children, that in future they may 
be that heritage, that recompence, thoſe arrows, 


and that fortreſs or defence of which the text 
makes mention. Children, we are ſenſible, 
will ſometimes deviate from the path of virtue, 
when they gain that reaſon and reflection which 


ſhould ſerve to keep their footſteps in it. What 
then ſhall we offer for your conſolation in ſuch 
circumſtances? What ſhould be the greateſt of 


all conſolation; namely, the reflection that tho? 


poſſibly your child be loft for ever, you have 


A one your duty. This however is a fuppoſition 


ſeldom verified by fact; for, as in other caſes fo 
In this, the common adage holds: this adage is 
too low for introduction here. It is however 
Juſt the ſame as if we were to fay: Good parenis 
always have good children; and bad, bad. As 
Solomon ſays therefore, train a child up in the 
way he ought to walk, and when grown old, he 


will not quit it. And the reaſon is apparent ; 


Children being every thing by imitation. From 
the benefit of good inſtruction and good models 
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1% ion vi, 
df behaviour placed before them, chey will cer-= 
 fainly learn goodneſs. From the miſchiefs of a 
vicious education, and as vicious models of he: 
haviour; they will certainly learn Vice. In ſome 
Few inſtances, indeed, as we have ſaid already, 
they will diſappoint the hope and expectation 
of their parents, and go counter to the beſt 
 Thſtruction and beſt models of behaviour ſet 
5 before them: but, in that caſe, Who will ſay it 
is not matter of great conſolation that the parent 
has it in his power to ſay, altho* my child is loſt; 
God's will be done, ſince I, for my part, have 
performed my duty: But you, parents, who 
have never thought it neceſſary to train up your 
children in the way they ſhould have gone, 
what will you ſay when, in the end, they loſe 
that happineſs which nature cannot but inſtruct 
all parents to deſire their children may enjoy, 
though, by their conduct, they defeat her kind 
intention? What, we aſk, will you reply when, 
in the end, your children loſe this happineſs; and 
ſink into a pit of miſery and guilt? Poor prodigal! 
but not ſo happy as the goſpel ſpendthrift, in 
diſcerning the diſtreſſes fin had brought him to, 
methinks we ſee you now before us. Thoſe 
indulgent parents, on whoſe knee you were 
brought up as . as foflible, though to 
- conduct | 


* 
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conduct you in the path of virtue was no por 
tion of their care, thoſe parents now are dead, 
| and ſee not the deplorable condition their miſ- 
taken love has plunged you into! You' caſt 
| back a thought upon paſt times, and ſay, what 
ſhall T do for bread? I have no friend, for 1 
have loſt my parents! Happy in thè interval, 
if contemplating on your wretchedneſs ybu had 
; it in your heart to add from the conviction 
of your ſin: 4 
pentance I f 2 * nced pet 7 Have" mo . 
S de ben e 


Deplorable . may your chil 
dren, friends, at leaſt for want of good inſtruc- 


tion and good models, be reduced thereto. 
Thrice happy is the circumſtance for you, dear 
little ones, that being NINE in number, and in- 
heritors to a reſpected pair, —reſpected, ſince 
they guide their life and converſation ſo reſpe&t- 
ably, —we have no need to comprehend you in 
our prayer juſt uttered. We behold you, not as 
ſome indeed would ſay, nine roſe-buds, turning 
towards the ſun, although, in point of opening 

beauty, the ieee perhaps would hold; but 


. 


c ſhort 3 is the beauty of the flowery king⸗ 
dom, and n rather ſay, we ſee you as nine 
$47, „„ planets 


7 ſhould I nat reſort to that re. 
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— round the center of your beſte, 
in their courſe, are loſt. Neat parents. rank- 

in che number of a ſet, who * converſa- 
— is preciſely what the ſaviour of the world 
preſeribed, and who direct their lives hy that 
humility he taught, —your parents, we repeat, 
preſiding in the center of their lovely family, 
_ while they diffuſe the gifts of fortune round 
them, make it their inceſſant lara to commu- 
nicate thoſe greater gifts of Gdd, thoſe gifts of 
good inſtruction and good models the ſimplicity 
and innocence: of children ſo much ſtand in 
need of. With reſpe& to you, then, let us 
change the-tenour of our ſupplication, and im- 


reſpond with that pure converſation, and that 
evangelical humility in which you are brought 
up. You , you u, and you v, are of 
ſufficient underſtanding to reflect upon the ad- 
monitions recommended to — Manifeſt the 


ing, as you ought to o do, on this. And you 


* ee eee 8 5 yea; nay, nay: for 
6 n 
15 | Mantheve v. . 
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our of your character may cor- 
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to e the ee &f { * ch A eto, uM 
ſuch a recompence that cometh of the Lord. 
Need we add, after this, our prayer, that your 
dear little ones may live beyond the period of 
their child-like innocence, to charm you with 
thoſe virtues they may afterward give proof of, 
when advanced to years of reaſon and reflection: 
though this likewiſe will we add, that ſhould 
they in their childhood be cut df, it will afford 
you heartfelt ſatisfaction to reflect that, as king 
Solomon expreſſed it, notwithſtanding in the 
. progreſs of their life, had they been ſpared, they 
would not, very likely, have incurred a life of 
fin, they are tranſplanted from dmong the wicked 
multitude, leſt guilt fhould alter and er _ 
their underflanding. © 
Why, then, do you weep; afflicted: pair, 
in ſuch a way as to admit of nothing like ef- 
fectual friendly conſolation in your grief, for 
that beloved little one which you have loſt we 
will not ſay unhappily. We ſee, it muſt be 
owned, the charming innocent laid out. His 
gentle ſpirit forcing, as we ſaid of late, its pri- 
ſon-wall of fleſh, made way in a convulfive 
pang. Withdrawn from dhe attic 


. — 
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you meditate upon your loſs, and every a | 
you ſee, recalls to your idea his late pretty looks. 
His pretty looks indeed but could you ſee What 
he is now, perhaps. a cherub in God's ſight, - 
how would you not rejoice that he has made 7 
happy an exchange of this ſad houſe of pain, 5 
for an eternal habitation of enjoyment in the 


courts of heaven! He did not merit heaven, 
we muſt confeſs, by any actual virtue; but re- 


mark, that on the other hand, he * not for; 85 
| feited his right to heaven by any: actual guilt, | 


He never, in the little period of his life time 
wept at the idea of his f ſin, but never, in the little 


period of his life time, did he laugh, ſo a8 ro 5 


merit the Redeemer's imprecation: Wie to th, e 


that laugh, for they ſhall mourn hereafter. N Nev ver 


did. he hold forth any token of that, humble 


ſpirit which Chriſt Jeſus ſays is bleſt; but ne- 


ver did he hold forth any token of poſſeſf ng 
_ . a proud heart. His little hand, we muſt 202 
knowledge, never was extended to the poor 


man with an alms, but then his little heart Was : 
never ſtraightened with an avaricious ſpirit, 
Never was he exerciſed in that great office of 
forgiving; but then never had he made a foe, 


What ſhall we ſay till farther to conſole you? 
Dying, he commended not his 1] pirit to God. s 
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mercy te teach all parents and to rear their chil- 
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God s wrath. Whom, erm „ once more 
let us aſk, do you lament? Vour little one is 
now with God; and, more than whilſt he 
lived, a happy child of peace: he who, perhaps, 


had he been ſpared, would; ſome few years 


hereafter, have been overwhelmed: with w_ 


ſiort of fin. 


Adore then the . be of God; 


bring up your children in the nurture of the 


Lord, aſſured that your inſtruction and exam- 


ple will go far to render them that heritage and 
_  Fecompence which David promiſes they will be. 
| Place upon his promiſe your reliance, namely, 


that if God ſhould ſpare them, they will prove 
as arrows in the hand of mighty men, and that, 
provided you have filled your quiver with ſuch 
arrows, you ſhall ſtand ſccure before your ene- 
mies when they aſſault you; but if God ſhould 
not think fit to ſpare them for the purpoſe of 
ſuch honour in your age, ſubmit to his good 
providence, and do not, by a perſevering ſor- 
Tow, prove you neither know the real intereſt 
of the child you firſt gave birth 255 nor the be- 
nefit of God. 

Oh, father of the world, of - PP * ndant 
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dren 
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of Fs on whoſe whe kenden ſhed its 5 1 
brightneſs from afar, and with more hope as 5 1 

being inſtantly to enter on the land of promiſQ. 
Hear us, we beſeech thee, for the ſake of Jeſus 


. Let me aſcribe it to thy grace. 
That from ſuch parents J firſt dre. . © 
My life, that all their joy they place / 3 

In making me learn, daily, ſomething new. 
enn Ks „ 1 
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And yet, how inany-# child 1 know, | 


Unbleſſed with ſuch great happineſs? 
Without my benefits they go; 
For parents, though they alf poſſeſs, 

OP 0p in nr but not t virtue, om 


> Then while I bleſs thes for the bot 
Thy providence has plac'd me in, 
Be not their piteous caſe forgot: 
But let me pray the parentsꝰ ſin 
T hou would'ſt es and * their chil. 
pong 8 lot. 
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LUKE XV. v. 11 to 20. 


4 certain man bad t two Fan : and FY younger AT 


ny 
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* 


| them ſaid to his father, father, grve me the 


portion of goods that falleth to me, And he di- 


vided unto them his living. And not mam 


days after, the younger ſon gathered all tage- 
ther, and took his journey into a far country, 


and there waſted his fubfance with riotous liv- 


ing. And when he bad ſpent all, there aroſe 


a mighty famine in that land: and he began to 


be in want. And he went and joined himſelf 
to a citizen of that country; and he ſent him 


inte his fields ta feed ſwine. And he would 
Fi.ain have filled his belly with the huſks that the 
fine did eat; and no man gave unto him. 


. And when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, how 
many hired ſervants of my father have bread 


enough, and to ſpare, and I periſh with huns 


8 75 ger? [ will ariſe and go to my father, and 


will ſoy unto bim, father, I have ſinned againfl 
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© Beaven, and before thee, and am no more bor. 
ty 10 0 cole by Jeb ; * A 5 


| hired, ſervants, . "1 


vou, dear children, he whoſe denefit ſo 
much is done by thoſe that have the 
Pe of being always with you; and by 
whom, as the expreſſion goes, a ſermon is at- 
tended to with much leſs pleaſure than a tale, 
will certainly attend to this, which is a ſermon 
and u tale together. But what tale, —for ſure- 
ly every tale is not adapted to the ſolemn buli- 
neſs of a ſermon? This, however; cannot be 
objected to on that account; for it was told by 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf: and nothing ſeems more 
ſuited to the ſtate of youth; ſince 1t points out 
the unhappy conſequences that are ſure to fol- 
low, when young people yield themſelves en- 


rely to a ſtate of diſſipation: and that portion 
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of the ſtory, or as ſcripture calls it,. parable, 
which we reſerve, by way of ſubjeQ. for the 
following exhortation, ſhews the efforts of a 
youth, before-hand ruined by that diſſipation, 
to reform his conduct, and be pardoned by the 
father whoſe indulgence he had ſhamefullß 
abuſed. Ves, ſhamefully abuſed, we ſay, by | 
laviſhing, in riotous behaviour, all the money 
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1 deſpiſe chat lovs With which your parents look 


upon you. Should that be the caſe, we warn 
you of thoſe conſequences that, unleſs a mira- 


cle, or fomething like it, intervene; will ſure- 


ly follow. You will find yourſelves as miſera- 
ble as the prodigal in his firſt ſtate of ſin; and 


his repentance; ſince you may not have the 
grace beſtowed upon you neceſſary to go through 

' therewith. To ſhun this miſery, conſider what 
you hear at preſent. All our buſineſs in this 


exhortation will be only to enlarge upon thoſe 


; ſeveral paſſages of which the text conſiſts. 


It ſeems then, in the firſt place, he was tired 
of living in a ſituation of dependance on a father, 


- though his ſituation of dependance, had he pro- 


perly conſidered it, was, on the other hand, a 
tower of ſafety to him. He forgot thoſe tender 


cares a parent had beſtowed upon him. Poſ- 


fibly he was not then without a mother, and 
that mother frequently had carried him about in 
her fond arms. Theſe circumſtances he was wil- 
ling to forget. Alas! he did not know*the worth 
of that affection he was ſo deſirous of forego- 
ang, and ſcarce dreamt. that nothing but miſ- 


- "fortunes could procure him ſuch a knowledge. 


Little did he think that when he aſked his fa, 


LY 
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* er for that portibn of is Sas whtha 
thought he might have Iberty to do whatever 
1 . proper, he was aſking to be ruined. 
But this portion a fond father could not pgſ- 
* fibly deny him: he was one of thoſe; perhaps, 2 
1 who wiſhed to do his children all the good 
could while kring; and who did not chuſe 
they ſhould have any reaſon to deſire his d . 
- and drink a health to fortune, as we know 
ſome inconſiderate youths have done, for BY v4 
| ding them, as they expreſſed it, of their trou- 
. bleſome old fathets. Therefore, - as the ſon of 
God informs us/ (he divided all his living equal- 
_ - by between his elder ſon and him; for, not- 
all reſtraint, we find he was the younger; and 


- ſoon afterward this younger ſon determined 1 5 


upon going to a diſtant EY _ which a 
een he ſet out. 5 
Suppoſe, however, we ſhone op b io at che 
very moment he is quitting a fond father's houſr, 
and aſk what he deſigns to do? No doubt he 


would make anfwer, he was geing to enjoy 


that pleaſure which his ſituation of dependance _ 


on a father, and the prefence of that father, 
- would not poſſi bly allow of, ſhould he tarry in 
- his native country. 3 re if "_ project 
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| 8 r. every a to make that ſon 


+ refer — pus ral * 
whatever quarter of the world he may think 
Proper to reſide in, he ſhall hear his ſon is hap- 
py- For that purpoſe he allotted him no leſs 
than half his living: he deſigned not to defraud 
Dita of his rights: he might — 
done better by refuſing him that portion of his 
goods which, as he faid, fell to him; but a fa- 
ther will, at all times, be a father: he may 
not indeed poſſeſs the art of educ ing and 

trouling a refeaſtory young man; But mature, 
though not grace, will whiſper, that if provi- 
- Gence has bleſt him with a ſon, his own en- 
joyments cannot poſſibly be more promoted, 


he err in 


E the 


ſon's ingratitnde. Accordingly the father of 
our prodigal, by what he did, intended to have 
nid the ground-work of the young man's hap- 
pineſs; and if he were but happy, of what 
moment was it to the father whether he were 
happy in one country or another ? But by thus | 
withdrawing to a diſtant country, where-a fa- 
_ ther's preſence might be no reſtraint on his en- 
** 8 zppine 
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In the Sd of ial; inſtrumental to 
his' maintenance, by working, at ſome buſineſs 
for his daily bread, It is an honourable mea- 
ſure to recur to induſtry for food and raiment, 
, when we want chem. All the hardſhip is, that 
men go to it with an aching boſom, when, by 
former prodigality, they have reduced them- 
ſelves to the neceſſity of labour, which per- 
haps they were not born to undergo; yet ſtil! 
it is a meaſure which even thoſe ſhould cheer- 
fully reſort to: but our prodigal was not allow- 
ed this trifling conſolation; for the text informs 
us, that as ſoon as he had made away with all 
things, there aroſe a mighty famine in that 
land, and he began to be in want. Alas! this 
famine was the voice of heaven, denouncing on 
bhhhis filial diſobedience, and that diſſipation 
Which had followed it, the puniſhment they 
merited. Dear children, meditate on this, 
and let the tenderneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, thus 
anxious to inſtruc you by a manner ſo intelli- 
gible and familiar, have the effect for which he 
gave us ſuch a parable. Of filial diſobedience, 
like the prodigal's, we will not ſpeak at pre- 
. ſent; but a word or two upon the ſubject of 
his diff ipation, may not be amiſs. We ſay 
n that * vice does not alone conſiſt. in 
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bot — throw away your time, inſtead of um- 
ing it to lome advantage 1 in acquiring uſeful 55 


that God may ſend a famine, or permit its en- 
trance into one or other of your houſes, and 
misfortunes overwhelm the parents that now 
cheriſh you. thoſe parents, round about whoſe 
dwellings every thing at preſent looks ſo: cheer- 
74 t - .. will you begin to be in want, 

8 prodigal's ſad fituation; but pro- 
vided. you 4 your time, at preſent, as 
you ought, you will not, as he was, be under 
. a of ſaying, By a prudent - ſpirit 
of œconomy, I might have ſaved myſelf, 
dat leaſt in part, from this calamity, and 
86, fou nd ſome. refuge from the viſitation .of 

God's providence, in ere on od 
1 emen en e ts eee Nr ed 
Providence, however, we e may 7 at n no 5 time | 
| / totally abandons any human creature; and the 

prodigal, whoſe want has humbled his late tow- 
. ering ſpirit, —for a want of food or hunger, as 
the proverb ſays, will break through walls of 

- ſtone,—diſdains not to accept of any occupation 
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5 -beftow, there is not one among them fo com 
: paſſionate as to ſupply his ſtarving appetite; and 
in return for thoſe luxuriant tables under which 


n . — 
v n 
v . 1 — . - 
2 : | 


diet as the victuals thoſe coarſe animals he 


| waited on were fed with? for the parable goes 


on to tay, he would have filled his belly 
' the huſks they ate, but no man gave him 
even them. Alas! with thoſe no doubt that 


at + : 


were inhabitants upon the ſpot where then he 


| his wretched being, had he waſted all he 
and now that he has nothing left him to 


— 2 > „ 


they had fo often put their feet at his expence 


| before this change of fortune in his cireumſtan + 
Tees happened, hold him out a morſel, the leaſt 


bit of bread to comfort and revive his famiſed 
ſoul. —————— — 
bous or zealous to pleaſe God, as thoſe who 


were your late companions, he would not have 


® : 
+ 
m 


lt them of thy mercy, coats of ſkins 


them from the chilly clements, which for 
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the but time in their life, tis likely; they den 
felt; and doubtleſs too, thou fed'ſt them.” 
at leaſt then, to the fuccour of our prodigal, (his 
pitying father; ; or by ſome bleſſed combination 
of events, let him be told with how much an- 
puiſh his unhappy. ſon is now oppreſſed, that he 
may haſte with food and raiment to him; for 
aſſuredly he needs them. This we might ſup⸗ 
poſe would be an inſtance of God's merey; bi 8 
his mercy will much more befriend him: he 
will put the language of coffefſion and remorſe 
into his lips, and plant ideas of repentance” in. 
his heart, which ſhall excite him to go forth 
and ſeek his father. This confeſſion; this re- 
morſe, and this repentance, are all evident in 
his ejaculations, when, as Jeſus Chriſt informs 
us, coming to himſelf he ſaid: How. many hired 
fervants in my father's houſe have bread enough, 
and more, while I am periſhing with hunger } 
1 will therefore riſe, go to him, and confeſs 
that I have ſinned againſt Heaven and him, un- 
worthy as J am to be conſidered any longer as a 
fon. All my requeſt ſhall be, that he would 
hire me as a ſervant, ſo ſhall I once more en- 
joy the happineſs of living under his paternal 
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Dear congregation, with this heart „ 8 
Heart wounding ſpeech, we end; reſerving the _ 
| remaindęr of the prodigal's no longer ſad, but 
yet ſtill moving ſtory, for our fubſchuent diſ- 


ceourſe on the 4 eſcent of Irve in families, May 
God preſerve you from the prodigal's undutiful 


demeahouf: büt, if after all, his grace ſhould 
ſuffer you to fall into ſuch fin, may you expe- 
rience the diſtreſſes of it as the prodigal; and 
while his juſtice. viſits your tranſgreſſion, may 
your ſorrow be aſfuaged by the conſideration ot 
his mercy. Truth, as David ſays, or the con- 


feſſion of your fault and N may they meet 
together in your perſon. Righteouſneſs, or the 
repentance which you manifeſt, and peace === 
may they both kiſs each other, for the lake of Je- 
fas Chriſt, &. oy, 


1 
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| | IN minor cons, oh Go, tr 8 
Inſtructs all thoſe that therein look, bo 2 
And truths divine would knows 5 0 e 
N For there, a-father's graceleſs ſon. _ . 20 
d 5 We ſee thro” diſſipation run, of 5 
. ee eee A 
Vet learn v we e likewiſe from the tale, . 
Tho children in their love may fail 3 : 
: Not parents ſo in theirs; . 
. ours; and mark when his 
2 Return' d, of every thing deſpoil'd, 
How he his love declares. | 
Grant, of thy grace oh Lord, that we - 
Ne'er, like this youth, may ingrates be 5 
To thoſe that gave us breath: 
Convinc'd they belt our ſteps can guide, 
Let us ne er wiſh to quit their fide _ 
But cleave thereto till death. e 
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SERMON II. 


ON THE DESCENT OF LOVE 
IN FAMILIES. 


JOHN xix. v. 27. 
1 Behold thy mother. 7 
pr . x 


ET a man be laid upon his death bed, and 
addreſſing thoſe about him. There can 

be no doubt of his ſincerity ; and any gift is 
precious then, becauſe the laſt. / This was the 
caſe, dear children, with our bleſſed Lord. He 
was on what may not improperly be called 


a bed of death; for he was yielding, up the 
| ghoſt, or dying, when he ſpoke the words our 


text conſiſts of: but oh Saviour of the world ! 
what legacy or gift, in ſuch an awful moment, 
hadſt thou to beſtow? Thou wert, in the idea 
of thoſe writers who lived near about thy time, 
a charge upon the charity of others ; and when 
dying, muſt have been incapable of making in 
the leaſt * proviſion for a parent thou ſo 

| 3 much 


= 0 ON THE DESC ENT or FOYER FAMILIES, ns 


much regardedſt. Thou wert under the neſt? | 
fity of recommending her to the affection of 
thy well beloved John: and what was che _ | 
ſult? Although a burthen on him, he ace 
the bequeſt; and from that me busen the Ban- a 1 
| in he took her to his home. . 0 1 
On the affecting circumſtances that antended _ 
this bequeſt of the redeemer's mother to his dear 1 5 
diſciple, we conſider it unneceſſary i in this place 
to dwell : and ſhall, without employing any fur 
ther preface, enter on our ſubject, which is 
meant as a continuation of the former, upon diſ- 
ſipation; at the end whereof, we promiſed we 
would reaſſume the parable with which Chriſt 
Jeſus furniſhed us, concerning the irregular be- = 
haviour of the- prodigal, with his repentance © 
and return. In that diſcourſe, we cloſed with 
his conviction of the ſhameful courſe of life he 
| Had till then been leading, and his reſolution to p 
return, and' crave” forgiveneſs of the father ge 
had ſo ungratefully deſpiſed. In this, we ſhall - © 
again take up the hiſtory, till he is reconciled to 
his indulgent father; and employ the opportu- =. 
nity it gives us of exhibiting what is to be the 
ſubject of our preſent exhortation; namely, fpñee 
deſcent of love in families V inſerring thence, how 17 
much it is a duteous part in children ſo to faſhion 


L2 their 


5 


N. 
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bond of duty cor 
their children with each other in this world. 
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and; in eee that while inſtructed by 


che voice of nature, parents love their children, 


children on the other hand, in 


ted by the 


voice of grace, ſhould love their parents like- 
wiſe. After this has been gone through, we ſhall 


return, and * ſome Sow 1 . 


. on the text. 


e eee a e in 9 


th father of our prodigal, as Jeſus Chriſt has 
repreſented his behaviour,—Jefus Chriſt, we 


ſay, who was ſo well acquainted with the hu- 


fecting it to pity, holds us out a very ſtriking 


ſo undutiful a ſon, had quenched {the tenderneſs 
of nature in his heart; and from that tenderneſs 
which very likely had enco 


youth to claim his portion of the old m man's liv- 
ing, he received a pardon for his ſin, together 


with a reinſtatement in his love, which was as 
perfectly renewed in his behalf, as if in his de- 
meanour he had ſhown himſelf an elder ſon, 


who never in his life offended him, or broke the 
commonly connecting fathers and 


ö The 
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in our for- 


rth into ibe wi 


off, but, when man 
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« their aſliſtance, hold out mine; 
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In fock! a conduct on God's part, behold his 


eee to reclaim the diſobedient ſon, and 
turniſh the relenting boſom of a parent with 


freſh opportunities of manifeſting his affection, 
which, though hitherto his ſon's regard had 
not aſcended, was fo ready to deſcend. So did 


our prodigal, on his repentance, find it; for the 
parable goes on to tell us, that in conſequence 
of his reſolve, he journeyed homeward: but when 
- now his father ſaw him, being yet a great way 


off, he had compaſſion on him, ran to meet and 


kiſs him, which the ſon, at firſt, we muſt ſup- 


poſe, in the confuſion of his heart preverited 
him from doing, ſince he ſaid: Oh father, I 


4 have firmed againſt Heaven, and thee, and am 


4 n longer worthy to be called thy ſon.“ 
But in the tranſport of nis ſoul, the father loſing 


all reſentment for his ſon's unnatural conduct, 
and abſorbed or ſwallowed up, if we may fay ſo, 
in the joy of ſeeing him again, cried out as fol- 


lows, to his ſervants. «© Bring me the beſt 
« robe I have; a ring and ſhoes; and kill the 
« fatted calf, that we may feaſt; for this my 


« fon was dead, and is alive again; was loſt 


« and now is found.“ 
What more, dear children, weed 1 we add by 


: way of explanation to this Paſſage in the para- 
- ble: ih 


Pr 
#. © a 
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ble 


himſelf much better than the father; but the father, 


notwithſtanding in the appearance of his ſon, or 
notwithſtanding thoſe coarſe rags that were tbe 
certain ſign of his preceding diſſipation, calls him 


Mill his ſon, and pours out his fond heart in gifts, 


ſhoęs are typical. In this, is ſeen, as in a faithful 


mirror, the deſcent of love. Be you more careful 


to evince by Four. behaviour its aſcent; and 


do no action that may make it 'duteous to ac- 


knowledge you have ſinned againſt the kindneſs 
of a parent's love; but ill, if you have ſinned 
againſt it, fail not to acknowledge your offence. 


a There is ſome merit even in that; and you are ü 


certain of a parent's pardon: and your reconcile- 


ment to his love. When you receive this par-. 2 
neilement, look not on ĩt as a. © 


don and this recor 
ſign that af terward you may offend again; but 


on the other hand, remember that fuch kindneſs | 


on his part is neither due to your deſert nor yet 
to your affliction for that conduct which has ſo 


much grieved his heart. In every ſenſe of the : 
expreſſion, you have loſt the title of à ſon and 5 
tough before, your filial condut᷑t atfiorized bY 


eee etꝭ at pre. 


he ſon avows himſelf no longer worthy of ; Lo 
that tender appellation, and ſhould ſurely know- 


of which, the fatted calf, the robe, the ring and 
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ſent, your whole title to a father's clemency is 
te exceſs of that calamity with which vou are 
_ oppreſſed, and his abundant love. 
Parental tenderneſs, however, very ſeldom E 
waits for this avowal of ſuch abſolute unwor- 
| thineſs to be conſidered as a ſon. At leaſt 
Chriſt Jeſus meant to have it underſtood fo, 
or he would not ſurely have deſcribed, by ſuch 
2 parable, the tendernefs of God comparing it, 
as you are fenſible he does, dear children, to 
the tenderneſs of human parents, if that ten- 
derneſs did not exiſt; for you have heard what 
terms the prodigal's fond father uſes to pre- 
vent the ayowal of his ſon's unnatural conduct. 
And is this the treatment you beſtow, good 
man, upon a ſon. that has diſhonoured you? 
What more could you perform, or what even 
ſimilar thereto have you performed, in favour 
of a fon, at all times uniformly duteous to your 
will? -Dear children, this is not a ſubje& you 
ſhould now attend to; for a father, thus forgiv- 
ing to a rebel child, can never be unfatherlike 
to one that has at no time broke the bond of 
duty. From this conduct, therefore, if you 
have been diſobedient, draw fome reaſon, as 
vou may, of hope; but if, upon the other 
band, you have been nan obedient, read 


therein 
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therein your eee if among your bro. 
| thers, or your ſiſters, there be one that having 


ſinned againſt a parent, ſhould return and 3 


be received with open arms, at which you 
ſhow yourſelf ſo ſelfiſh as to murmur or 


repine. The anſwer of that parent, while it 


ſhews his tenderneſs to you, will cover your 
changed countenance with ſhame, and be the 
means of ſilencing entirely your complainings. 
« Oh, my child! you are for ever with me, 


« and whatever I poſſeſs, is yours: but it is 
« meet we ſhould make merry and be glad; 


« for this our other child was dead, and is 
« alive again; was loſt, and now is found.” 


Thus, children, have we travelled through 


the parable which Jeſus Chriſt intended ſhould 


ſet forth the readineſs of God to pardon, by the 


readineſs of human parents ſo to do. The'pa- 


rable is an affecting inſtance of our ſubject, 


namely: as already we have mentioned, Ihe 
deſcent_of love in families : but what far more 
affecting inſtance of it, is not that of the ſoli- 
citude which Jeſus Chriſt, upon the croſs, 
gave proof of, by providing for his mother, 


Love defcended in her family from her to Feſus b 


Chriſt; and he diſcharged the duty of a ſon; 


for love aſcended from him likewiſe to his mo- 35 | 
. 5 | 0 her. = 
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226 . : | | SERMON . 


— 


ther, Witneſs his compaſſion for that mother, 
when his enemies had crucified him. At that 
awful-moment, when his ſoul was juſt depart- 
ing, his ſolicitude prevails in favour of the mo- 
ther he ſo loved. Woman behold thy ſon” 
were his expiring words concerning the diſci- 
ple John: and looking afterward at the diſci- 
ple John, behold thy mother, added he. Thus 
tenderly does he commit a parent to his friend's 
protection; and that parent, thereupon, be- 
comes a ward to be ſupported by the faint ; 
for, from that hour, the ſcripture ſays, he foot 
her - to his home. From theſe laſt words of 
Jeſus. Chriſt, dear children, be convinced how 
much it is your duty, not alone to love and che- 5 
riſh, but, if neceſſary, to ſupport in their di- 
ſtreſs thoſe parents who, beforehand, have not 
only loved and cheriſhed, but ſupported you. 
On ſuch a ſubject as the preſent, why, good 
woman, you, that now while we are ſpeaking, 
are in full poſſeſſion of our thoughts; ſo much 
ſo, that the tear is in our eye to think of the 
affecting incident we ſhall relate, why can- 
not you, good woman, we repeat, whoſe name 
ſhould be made known, were it not altogether 
as obſcure as your whole life, - why cannot you 


\ good woman, once more We repcat, come for- 
| | ward 
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ward and relate What on this theme 0 nf. 
cending from a child to comfort and relieve tlie 


= parent of her life, you are fo well acquainted 


with, and by which comfort and relief you 
principally were made glad? But you are gone 
to tell the affecting ſtory in a place where ſo 
much filial tenderneſs ſhall have its recompence. 

Come forward therefore you of whoſe aſcend- 
ing love the riſing generation ought to hear, 

and make it known yourſelf: but you too are 
departed to enjoy that recompence. What 
follows then, but that the preacher muſt in- 
ſtruct his hearers, or his readers, with the 
: pleaſing tale from his own lips or pen; for ne- 
ver will it periſh in his mind, ſince ſtill he 
thinks he ſees you both, within one dwelling,” 

laid upon a bed of lickneſs, and ſtill hear, particu- ' 


larly you, thrice happy parent, ſpeaking i in this : 


manner to the friends about you. I am dying: 
a bear to my dear Henrietta theſe laſt words of 
«mine, the only legacy T have to leave behind” 
me in the world: Tell her I recollect, with” 
cc heartfelt j Joy, the tenderneſs which, for the 
«© ſpace of twenty years and more, the has 
« evinced to cheriſh and ſupport” me in "the | 
66 failing ſeaſon of my life; and die a very is 
66 "RR" mother for the good fte has àf. 
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ans 3 | SERMON 1. 


« ionately done me.” With theſe TRY 
you breathed your ſoul out on the boſom of a 
ſervant hired to wart upon you; for your child, 
as juſt now has been intimated, was not in a ſi- 
tuation to receive your parting breath on hers. 
She too, alas! was dying. Death that had ſo 
many years refrained from viſiting the parent, 

She expired on the ſucceeding day; but God, 
ſuch a child-like heart, preſerved her under- 
ſtanding to the cloſe of life, that the expiring 
mother's bleſſing might rejoice her in the mo- 
ment of her own departure. She is gone, dear 


Children, after having, in her life, exhibited 


a captivating picture of aſcending love, inſtruct- 
ed, as ſhe was, by the Almighty's grace and 
fayvaur, in return for that deſcending love 
which taught by nature, as the mother was, ſhe 
Had exhibited in her behalf. Oh the heart- 
moving thought! Oh the ſtrong conſolation of 
a dying child, who, in the awful moment of 
departing, has to ſay, « The parent that firſt 
e gave me life, is gone before. She brought 
„ me up beneath her roof with great in- 
— to herſelf. She has departed 


ander e, ſupported. by wy toil, and not 
7 with- 


— 
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« without embaraſſmant to me; but in > _ 
child, what ſacrifice can be too great for one | 
mother! mother | I ama following you. We 
« we ſhall quickly join each other in a world 
% where God will make us. both much RAPPIC! 
« jn himſelf.” 

Here finiſhes, dear children, our diſcourſe, 
May the Almighty ſanQify it to your profit. 
Thou that art the father of all nature, grant, 
we pray thee, that this little congregation got 
together in thy name, may, for tlie bleſſing 
laviſhed on them in their preſent childhood, of 

- ſuch parents as now bring them up beneath the 
wing of their protecting love, preſerve 2 grate- 
ful recollection of the bleſſing; ſo that, in what- 
ever fortune it ſhall pleaſe thy providence to 
place thoſe paxents, they may prove their con- 
ſolation and, ſupport, If thou preſerve them 
in their preſent proſperous ſituation, may their 
children, by the virtue they give proof of, add 
ſtill greater happineſs to that they have already: 
but if otherwiſe, that is, if thou art pleaſed to 
lay thy hand upon them, and their proſperous 
Rate be changed into, a, ſituation. of adverſity or 
a then 0 children lighten the af- 

fliction 
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: kitten they are wide to ſuffer; for what lan- 

. guage, ſaving that of grace, 8 the addreſs of 
our redeemer to his well- beloved John; — Behold 
thy parent in all poſlible conditions of this life. 
This we requeſt, for the adorable and bleſſed 
fake, and through the merits of that fame re- 
deemer, Jeſus Chriſt, &c. | 


THE HYMN. 


on the affeQting OY that when 
"Jeſus was put to death by men, 
Deteſted crime to tell 
Forgetful of himſelf, his mind 
For others could compaſſion find, 
| 2 plead their cauſe ſo well. 


Behold, he cry'd, with dying ſtrain, 
Addrefſ ing, in the height of pain, 
His well-beloved John: 
Behold thy mother there! He ſaid; 
And turning his dejected head, 
His mother look'd upon. 


The 
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The faint accepted this bequeſt 
Of her; than whom, to Jeſus? breaſt 
Dearer there could be none. 
And tho' to him before no kin' 4 
He took her hoſpitably in. 5; hs 
And lov'd her as a fon © © © > 


What ſhall excuſe us then, oh Lord, 
Since John, a ſtranger made his ward, 
If we our parents flight, _ 
Thoſe who firſt rear'd us, and ſtill rear, 
Inly oppreſs'd with many a fear, 
When we are in ſad pligh t? 2 


— 


„ 


Lord hear our pray'r; and grant while love 


Inferiors links to thoſe above, 
| Deſcending e'en from thee; 
From us it may mount up like rain, 
* That riſes in bleſs'd ſap again, 
Through ſome fair ſpreading tree. 


SERMON 
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SERMON LI. 
oN OUR CHOICE OF A PROFES- 

SION. | 

— Sy XXiii. _. 22. 


Herken unto thy father that begat > and def. 
Piſe not thy mather when ſhe is ald. 


WIpꝭ we preaching on the ſubject now 


in queſtion to a congregation that con- 
ſiſted of adults, or thoſe grown up to men and 
women, we would. ſay, among thoſe argu- 
ments the ſubje& might ſuggeſt, that the un- 
failing way of making ſuch wiſe choice of a 
profeſſion as may tend not only to their ever- 
laſting happineſs, but temporal too, would be 


as follows: to adopt that ſpirit of ſincerity the 


pſalmiſt in ſo many paſſages gives proof of, and 
addreſs the Almighty, as he did, expreſſing his 
ideas in the following manner : Cauſe me, Lord, 


to know the way I ought lo walk in, for I lift my 


heart up unto thee, Thoſe who have travelled 


ee to that period of their life when people | 
l. 55 | * 
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generally chuſe a buſineſs, or profeſſion for them | 
felves, could not aſſume a diſpoſition more a- 
dapted to their ſituation: but, .dear children, 
poſſibly we may employ a language much more 
ſuited to your preſent inexperience, if, as we de- 
ſign to do, we tell you that, ſubordinate to the 
Almighty, there are thoſe who, though you 
may not be perhaps required to lift your heart 
up to them, are entitled, notwithſtanding,” ta 
expect you ſhould reſort to their ſuperior know 
ledge both of men and things, for counſel to 
ſupply your want of knowledge in the article of 
ages groin. ſuch as will not only ſuit 
po iſpoſition. bent, or genius, but be like- 
ly to procure you a ſubſiſtence in the world. 
This choice is of the higheſt moment: if 
you make it prudently, God's bleſſing will ac- 
company your efforts in it; but provided you 
ſhould raſhly, as ſome people do, ruſh forward 
into any buſineſs that firſt offers, there is every - 
reaſon to ſuppoſe it will not finally turn out to 
your advantage, but that all along thro life you 
will be paſſing from one buſineſs to another, al- 
ways anxious,very probably, to mend your fortune 
and affairs, but never able to effect your wiſhes. 
And indeed it would be well if nothing worſe 
attend ſuch raſh and headlong ſteps; for to the 
s N 
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generality of thoſe who are eternally exchanging 
one profeſſion for another, frequently it happens 
that their circumſtances are e grow- 
ing worſe and worſe. 

To be exempt then, children, at a future 
tits of life from the neceſſity of making new 
experiments, as we may call them, in a mul- 

tiplicity of buſineſſes, by chuſing prudently at 
firſt, reflect, indeed, upon the words of David 
juſt now quoted. From ſo excellent a prayer 
we do not mean to take off your attention; but, 
at leaſt, conſider you have parents in the n 
e father that begat you, and the mother that 
is now, perhaps, grown old, and whoſe ſoli- 
citude, fince it has hitherto ſupported you, will 
be exerted to your. benefit, if you but hearken 
to, and ſcorn them not; if you requeſt them 
to aſſiſt you with their counſel in determining 
what fort of-buſineſs or profeſſion will moſt 
fuit you. What good reaſon have you not, dear 
children; to addreſs, on this occaſion, ſome- 
thing like the following language to them. 
* am ſenſible my happineſs is at your heart; 
« let then my lot be in your hands. I will 
« not lightly ſtart objections on my ſide to any 


„ thing you may propoſe, becauſe I will not 


. « ghtly riſque the forfeit of that happineſs 
7» « [ have 


\ 
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« I have in view, Abd which I ſhould, by 


40 _— means eee "EM 1 my under- 


© the . obſtacles which will enſue in fu- 


« ture, if, without your counſel,” I ſhould . 


* 


„ chooſe a buſineſs, yet my underſtanding is 
60 ſufficiently. clear- ſighted to be ſenſible that, 
e in the end, ſuch obſtacles will os 
« enſue.” SS | 


This language is the Goh as W "er little 8 
Samuel, for example, held with God, when he 


was called to that diſtinguiſhed function which 


employed the after-courſe of his whole life; 


- ſheah, Lord, for I, thy ſervant, hear thee. Juſt 
as if you ſhould make anſwer to your parents, 


when in their ſolicitude- to fix your lot or for- 


tune, they take every opportunity. of ſpeak- 
ing to you on the choice of a profeſſion, * ſpeak, 


« dear father, or dear mother, for your ſon or 


« daughter hears you.” But how different 
from this dutiful reply, that peeviſh anſwer 
made by Samſon to his father when, from 

-mmon prudence, the old man objected to 
his marrying a Philiſtine wont « oet her 


for me, for ſhe pleaſes me.) To marry is 


a matter of no leſs importance than to fix on 
a profetlion: what then was the ifſue of this 


petulance 
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Aae ar thoſe ſorrows 


SERMON 11. . 


ance in Samſon? He was e in 
nothing d but ee after he had married; 
be had his eyes put out; he was reduced 


to e like a common mill-horſe; and, at 
laſt, died miſerably, being fatisfied in his deſ- 
pair to part with life, if only he might over- 


— his pe with 
OM" | 
Dear diſciples, never may your e to 


| take all the riſque upon yourſelves of an impro- 


ak choice, in feng on a wiſe, or huſband, 
vn on your heads ſo fa- 


human beings often are acquainted with in 


conſequence, as generally is the caſe, of their 
-own folly or miſconduct. Generally, but not 
always, we repeat; for parents we now ſpeak 
to you a little, ſince even you yourſelves, as 
we have known experimentally, at times occa- 
| fion the misfortunes of your children, by a pre- 


Iition. to diſpoſe of them in future, 


not as they are capable of undertaking this or 
that particular employ, or as they find them- 
ſelves diſpoſed to undertake it; but as certain 


eircuniſtances in the order, not of God's good 
oo but that of fortune, have deter- 
\ _ — . 
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tleman, and Nay at home, becauſe he hono 
your name and n muſt be ſupported; 


dn ech er fack. 0; whe — —_ 


| halt honour mmm and why. {o2 
becauſe the patron: of. ſome as "linings 
related to you. | Circumſtances 

and others like them, often . upon you 
to CONTrOUL 


wretched; for what elſe: than wretchedneſs can 


de the conſequence of ſuch a ſyſtem, if God's 


_ providence does not particularly interfere to 


fave the victim. To inſure the happineſs of 


children was the my in our text commu. 
nicated. © Hearker 
cc that begat you, nor deſpiſe your ha ra 


« is old, or,” as the word may be expreſſed; 


« experienced : ” But what happineſs can be ex- 
pected, in the firſt place, when a youth, whoſe 
conſtitution, very poſſibly, requires the exerti· 


ons of an active life, or calling, is brought uP : 


at Bae; and e the want of ſo 


the will of providence; and from 
the very overflowings of parental fondneſs, you 


defeat the purpoſe of parental fondneſs, when 


SERMON 11. 15 0 en 


Way do, ade the/buſineſs of profuſely ſquan- 
dering an eſtate which, not improbably, you 
have bequeathed him, pines away his life in 
indolence; when, in the ſecond place, another 
poſſibly deſigned by providence to comfort and 
conſole the ſick with medicines, is in the way 


law, gets footing in a court of law; and, fourth- 
ly, When another who ſhould tremble for the 
fins he has committed, and is every day com- 
mitting likewiſe, is appointed to teach others in 
che way of righteouſneſs. Ambitious parents! 
can you meditate on this, and yet continue to 
purſue a ſyſtem ſo deſtructive of all happineſs to 
thoſe -_ are induced * inſtinct even to "Wake 

happy. | 
From the ruinous effect of ſuch a ble „you, 
ſoft little fair ones, will in part be free, on your 
attaining that peculiar time of life when children 
: generally have their lot decided wi th reſpect to 
what particular profeſſion they ſhall follow. 
You are meant to act within the narrow circle 
of your families: this deſtination, providence _ 
no doubt deſigned you; while our ſex were 
firſt of all created for the walks of public life 
and labour. This appointment of your ſoft- 
neſs is adapted to it; therefore, is it all the 
: wiſh 


* > 
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wiſh and e of your heart to have that 
family, within whoſe eirele you were meant to 
act. From this, what follows but that mar- 
riage is that grand allotment you ſhould have at 
all times in your thoughts. Not an anxiety to 
rid yourſelves of troubleſome or tedious parents, 
whoſe controul you may not like, and by ſuch 
means obtain that freedom which ſome fancy 
huſbands conſtantly confer, but a deſire to qua- 
| lify yourſelves for making a fit choice, and un- 
dergoing all thoſe various duties marriage con- 
ſtantiy brings with it: making a fit choice, 
we ſay, or chuſing ſuch a huſband as in point 
of character and conduct may be worthy. of 
you; and then, undergoing all thoſe various 
duties marriage conſtantly brings with it, or 
accuſtoming yourſelves betimes to ſuch good 
habits in reſpect to character and conduct. ſo 
| that you may be as worthy, on the other hand, 
of him. And thus, your grand allotment is a 
point much more entitled to your ſtudy and at- 
tention than the multiplied allotments of the | 
other ſex, all put together, are to theirs; for if 
theſe laſt ſhould happen to chuſe wrong, they 
may repent and with a contrite heart reſolve to 
ſeek their earthly father; ſaying they have ſin- 
ned, and are no longer worthy to be looked up- . 
| on 


iſe „ but ou, alas _—_ you 
thould be fo m fer: | y, and 


| ward repent, — — into 
| — ee e, Ed the tears of 


| e officious then, or more officious than 
we ſhould be, in thus folemnly exhorting'you to to 


Smile ſex ſeem ITY Abe Hen, no few 
might in their ſorrow,—averSit not that forrow 

Mo gate; why Gott had fullbred 
they ſhould act in ſuch a manner as to make 
- themſthves ſo wretched? From this queſtion, 
your affliction (ſhould you be fo miſerable as 
| Hertaſter to incur it) will, we truſt, preſerve you; 


w in that, is ſeen the bleſſing of adverſity: but, 


dear diſciples, happier will you own yourſelves, 
if, by a prudent conduct, you are ſaved from 
N the affliction, though it commonly produce ſuch 


| N: r conſequences. It is Horidus to repent, 


5 When 


* 
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— we eee fruits 


from repentance are, and muſt be whole FE 2 | 


the following term may be allowed us, to the 


ceeding from the tree of innocence, muſt be 
not merely wholeſome to the flomach, but.m | 
amore z 8 nn foreha 


The fun of cur znfirution therefore on this 8 
mcd of making a diſcreet or prudent choice, 
ecting the profeſſion you ſhall follow as a 
W for life, is this: that you ſubmit = 5 85 
yourſelves implicitly to go by the advice of your 


reſpective parents; by thoſe fathers that begot 
you, and thoſe mothers who are old, or have 


gained wiſdom from experience. And, « 
children, in the name of God, can- this hs 


ow a ſacrifice? If you have any pride with- 


in you, does it ſuffer in the leaſt by yielding s 


the following propoſition : namely, that while 
none of you can get à meal by. AK H amy * 


forethought in yourſelves, it is but reafonable 


you ſhould leave to their ſuperior prudenc . the 


determination of a meaſure that in future is to 

give you many comfortable meals; by which, 

we mean, as ſcarcely we need mention, to ſup-· 
0. H,,, port 


ſtomach; but more glorious is it not to need 
repemtance for committed ſin: thoſe fruits aſe 
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Lek ininot, by your” behavioun 


— frjendibip ſhondd exiſt. We leave 
the farther proſecution of this ſubject then to 
Four own thoughts ; and for your honour, will. 
believe our .exhortation has perſuaded you, 
that in determining on this or that profeſſion, as 

| more fuited to you than ſome other, gratitude, 
good. ſenſe and We will inſtruct you to be 
rude a, n 


ee 5 a abe n ene 
f inſtruct the ignorant or innocent, who have at 
no time gone aſtray, what path they ought to 
walk in; but adminiſter or hold out comfort to 
the guilty, who have gone aſide, but from a 
ſenſe of their affliction, manifeſt a true repent- 
ance, and deſire of being happily brought back 
again into the path way of their duty, Let 
us therefore, little ones, ſuppoſe that any one 
of you, who, though he may have heard 
this preſent exhortation, has neglected the ad- 
vice t recommends, which God for bid, and 
therefore choſen wrong, in conſequence of 
| which he . to * the wretchednels 
that, 


— 


— 
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W in ee e en what he 


can do? TO ſuch a one we anſwer, and con- 
clude our exhortation, that as very poſſi | 


ſeaſon of his deviation having been ſo very | 


long, he may have loſt thoſe parents of his life, 


whoſe priviledge it vas to guide him in the choice 
| San as would have ſorted with him, 
becomes his duty to addreſs himſelf to God; 

| as imitating Efau, who was fo nnhappy* 
2s to forfeit the laſt benediction of his father 
I ſaac, (in this circumſtance, indeed, the fi tuati- | 

on of our prodigal and that of Eſau, differ), let 
him think he is however in the ſame ſad ſituati- 


on, and deſire God's bleſſing; but deſire it with 
that energy which Eſau in the anguiſh of his 
mind evinced, while, as the ſcripture ſays, he 


lifted up his voice, and wept: * Oh father of 
5 my life,” or uſing ſome ſuch appellation, let 
him ſay; © T have, as 1 muſt certainly ac- 


« knowledge, ſcorned to be directed by thoſe 
« parents who had every right to counſel and 


4 controul me. They are gone. My great 


4 irregularities perhaps abridged their days; 


but to procure their pardon, which would 


make me happy in my wretchedneſs, I can- 


not viſit them, on which account I fly. to thee, 


. M2 1 


ce 


OG: eat SERMON. Ss; 


=; ZE werben tedaſures certainly have many | 


« means for my ſalvation in the world to come, 
| « and for my conſolation here. Thy grace 
% has turned my obſervation on the error of 
« my ways; and ſurely, for no-other purpoſe 

4 than to give me hopes of getting back into 

*« the-proper path, if I deſire it. Lord, thou 

„ knowſt I do deſire it; and if wretchedneſs 


« adhering to the ſinner from his guilt, may 
_ « recommend him to thy mercy, where ſhall 


ti there be found a criminal more wretched than 
% myſelf.” This ſupplication, or ſome other 
like it, we repeat, ſhould be his language: but 
if thoſe who gave himſlife are ſtill ſurviving, and 
have been the melancholy witneſſes of his irre- 
gular behaviour, —in the firſt place, he ſhould 
go to them; or rather, which is eaſy to be done, 
ſeek both at once. By both, will his unfeign- 
ed repentance” be accepted, and his pardon 
granted through the merits of our Lord and Sa 
viour Jeſun Chriſt, to whom, &c, | FRO 
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At firſt that mighty plan 
Of various ſtates below ; but all 
Connecting man with man, 
Grant 1 may always bear in and 
Ty e ends 1 Gfigy'd d. 


And grant too, that if now, the ane 
Is come, or will be deen, FF. 
When I muſt make my 0 then 
Grant me this ſingle born, 
That J may make it as I a, ee 
{20m lightly, d _ At ſerious gn] ; 


Not led by: my own 2 vil; 1 ee 
« But liſt'ning to the voictde 
Of prudence in my parents heart. 
So fit to guide my choice, 7 
Let me on them place all my ſtay, KLE 
And follow as lou. point the way. | 
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And now, behold I bio! that ye all, among whom 
I have gone, preaching the kingdom of Ged, het 
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\EAR children, lated sessher by-profuſon, 

a a wayfaring man; as- ſcripture calls hit, 
after having journeyed! bard: all day behold the 
ſun declining, and receive from thoſe that pals 


him information that the place where hie de- 


ſigns to reſt at night is yet far off: let him have 
entered on a ſpacious foreſt, which he fears he 
ſhall not have got over till the ſun is dotyn. Let 

us ſuppoſe, we ſay, a traveller in ſuch ſituation; 
though oppreſſed and weary with the length. | 
of way he has made good already ſince the time 
of ſun riſe, at which early hour we will imagine 


he ſet out upon his journey, he puts forward, 


but would faint with languor if it were not for 
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es, dear diſciples, whom, through ſuch a cure 
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eee, that way _—_ man, who, __ = 


| this eee ch nnd — bie whole . 
with impropriety) till now, when he has ſeen no 1 2 
leſs than half a century roll over him, beholds - 7 
the ſun decline; that is to ſay, the ſun his en- 

iſtence, ſince he feels within him ſome diſor 
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or another, by degrees increaſing ; poſſibly, that 
malady whoſe ſeed was in his frame and conſti- 
tution when he came into the world a new born 
infant to reſpire with other mortals for a ſtated 
period, and then ſink into the duſt whence firſt 
of all, he needs not mention, he proceeded ; but 
is told by that phyſician, to whoſe ſcience in 
the healing art, a reverend DIGNITARY owes 
| his elevation; or to ſubſtitute an epithet more 
ſuited to the kindneſs of his character, by that 
benevolent SAMARITAN, to whom he was a 
Jew, ſince they had not beforehard dealt or had 
connection with each other, yet who gave him 
the gratuitous aſſiſtance of that art, which others 
in the great metropolis are happy if at any price 
they can but purchaſe,—but is told, (to bring 
you back dear little hearers to the paſlage he di- 
greſſed from,} by that benevolent Samaritan, to 
whom a nation truſts for the recovery of that 
perſonage eſteemed moſt valuable in it and in- 
debted to whoſe kindneſs he would thus be grate- 
Fu}, though the tribute of his praiſe be ſuch a 
trifle, that the malady he feels within him will 
make good its progreſs, not immediately, but by 


degrees, and poſſibly for many years to come 
put off the hour of its attack upon the citadel of 
ie. Reſemblin g too the traveller, he has en- 
- TS | _ tered 


=. 


Eats THE AUTHOR' s FAREWELL. | WY „ 
. a wide extended foreſt, namely, that | s 0 9 
great undertaking, thus engaged i in ; — great, . | 1 

conſidering his deficient means for going 

through with ſuch a labour, but which un- 
dertaking, notwithſtanding he has happily con- 
ducted it thus far, he ſometimes fears he ſhall - 


not, while his ſtrength and ſpirits ſtill ſurvive 
within him undiminiſhed by the malady that 


has begun to threat them, be. enabled to com- 
plete or finiſh, and preſent in print to his diſci- 
88 and their friends, of whom ſo many are his 
patrons likewiſe, Under the impreſſion of this 


poſſible misfortune, and in ſome degree oppreſſed 5 


and weary, (though not much, thanks be to God's 


good providence for all things,) with the labours 
of that calling he has followed unremittingly. ſa 


many years ſucceding one another, he puts 
forth his beſt endeavours, but would certainly 


be hopeleſs, at the proſpe& of what ftill is to 
| he done before his little friends can ſee how 


much he has been | toiling for them, if it 
were not for the thought that every line, as 


he diſpatches it, conducts him nearer the con- 


cluſion, and that finally the whole will be com- 


plete, if only his diforder will allow him ſtrength | 
and ſpirits ; which, like him ſuppoſed upon his 


Weg that God's. goodneſs | would h 
M 8 within 
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as he Fee as he proceeds, 
this diſcourſe, — at mays iclufion 
his | apr omar dos” not en eee in its 


Bear diſciples, may your 8 e 
- wrought on by this narrative, which is a lan- 


guage coming from the heart of him that ſpeaks: 
it, be perſuaded that this effort of his talents to 
inſtru& you in fo many exhortations, has not 
been exerted without much anxiety and trouble 
on his part; and may the fruit of this perſuaſi- 
on be a reſolution to diſcharge” the ſeveral duties 
he has recommended to your obſervation. > You 


are young, and flouriſhing at preſent in 
the pride and ſtrength of nature: every night 
you may ſink down to reſt tired out and weary; 
but each motning, you ſpring up refreſhed and 
hearty, ſince within you the whole ſyſtem daily 
Waxes' ſtronger. In this ſtate of youthful ſpi- 
rns, you may think the obſervation of your duty 
is not of ſo much importance. But a time muſt 
come, if God's good providence does but pre- 
ſerve your life and being, when refleQions on 
the obſervatic n of your duty, if you haveattended | 
to it, will be found the only ſolace ſuited to 
your f nature; namely, 71 you once begin to 

by ſee 


i * 2 4 


his preſent ſituation, when mankind know truly 
bad obſerved his duty i in a 


not be ſupp 


him, could he ay, in this 
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ed. He tells 


e -94y 3 PR 
you then, 
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_ dear children, under the conviction that in ſuch. '- 


8 himGelf with any e. chat mi 
defraud one individual of the famil 
rt of their quſt expectations in 
He has in ſhort, diſe wy 


ay 


for fu 
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duty as a citizen, eſtabliſhed in this world; but 


as deſigned to be a citizen of that celeſtial Sion, 
_ Whither, as king Dayid ſays, the tribes of 
Iſrael are gone up, ſhould he be aſked if he has 
done his duty in that character, as zealouſly as 


what he owed his family ?—Ah children preſs 


not his reply to ſuch an awful TR oor 
pray for him. 


For to that he comes; and after having "O | 


your teacher, is, iri ſome ſort, ſituated like the 


apoſtle Paul, if ſuch a parallel may be allowed 


him, who, as you may find it in the twentieth 


of the Acts, for ſuch a length of time, no leſs 


than, as he ſays, three years together, having 
taught the people at Miletus, and departing 


for Jeruſalem, knelt down upon the ſhore and 


prayed, Apt mention of a ſituation ſo much 
like his own, if, he repeats once more, his 
readers will allow the parallel which he now 


draws, in all humility; and blotting out the 


text he had at firſt intended to make uſe of, : 


puts in that which prefaces his exhortation, as 


much more adapted to it than the other na - 


And now behold I know that ye all, among whom 


1 have gone preaching the kingdom of God, ſhall = 


— my face no more, Theſe, children, are the 


words of the * _ by him at a tima : 
when 


* 


* 


* 


Try | avonow's? a ev f. -— 


with ne was juſt upon the point 
thofe he had for three whole years — teach- 


ing. Judge; then, if the caſe. be not, i in ſome 0 LE 72 | 


| Tort, like his own. He will inform you of the 
whole affair; for certainly the ſtory muſt be 
owned affecting. Paul, as he has ſaid already, 
deing at Miletus, and intending to depart for 


Rome, where he was certain, bonds awaited 
him, ſent firſt to Epheſus that he might ſee 


the elders of the a— and bid them an af. 


fectionate farewell. They came; and the 


Apoſtle then addreſſed them in the following 


manner: «.You' all know, that from the day 
« of my appearance firſt in Aſia, on what Dots. 


„ing I have been among you—ſerving God 
«with all humility of mind, in tears, and con- 


_ « ſtantly ſurrounded by temptations, that is 
« dangers, which befel me from the plottings 
« of my conmitrymen, the Jews, and keeping 
* nothing back that might be profitable to you, 
44 hut inſtructing you from houſe to houſe; nor 
«yet that only, but in public. And at lengtk 


* behold, dear brethren, I am going to Jeru- 


, ſalem, not knowing, for a certainty, what _ 


« accidents are to betide me in that city, ſays 


* ing that the holy ſpirit whiſpers to my 
«ſpirit, that wherever I - ſojourn, affictions 
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+ of teſtifying to mankind the goſpel. of our 
* Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And now, 


. behold, eee eee ey hone 
alienated, Dail , in this world, ever 


2 quently i 


eee the grace of God, — 


Sende you en inheritance with ſuch as are: 


4 ſelf, DDr 
* money or apparel of a ſingle individual at 


* Miletus; on the other hand, you know thar 


« theſe, my hands, have laboured to ſupply 


my on neceſſities, and likewiſe miniſtered 
"= $0) others. that were with ts * ow 


« in 
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uy © SERMON „„ 


i between the previcher's heart uad 1 6 creator, 
Oh my God, that wert the author of my life, 
'. while I was lying in the womb; that ſhieldeſt 


deence, while I am travelling through the world; 
upon in death, or my eternal portion in the 
world that lies beyond it, I return thee thanks 


for all the bleſſings thou haſt laviſhed on me; 


for thoſe parents I was born of, who as all the 


legacy they could beſtow, were anxious to 


2 guilty world; for thy ſolicitude to ſpread me in 


the wilderneſs a table, by beſtowing on me ta- 


©. ents that have hitherto procured me more than 


what thy bleſſed ſon has in his prayer bermitte 


w d alf for of thy-providence, the bread eſſen- 
| _ tial to man's life, vouchſafed me daily; for that 


health I have derived from thee who art the 
fountain of it; for thoſe ſpirits J have eonſtant- 
ly enjoyed to undergo the toilſome buſineſs or 
profeſſion thy good providence firſt willed me; 


and, in fine, for all the numberleſs good things 


chou haſt profuſely poured into my cup. I am 


indebted / to thy mercy for ten thouſand bleſ- 


fings in this world, which others more deſerv- 
ing than myſelf, have never had vouchſafed 


t . ä them. 
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THE auraon's FAREWELL. | 


imit therefare my deſires in fe 


and increafe my gratitude; let me, if poſſible/, 
have no deſire, no bleſſing to folicit, fave the © 
 blefling of thy grace, while 1 am living hexe, 

of reſignation when J lie upon my death bed, ; 
| and of glory in the life to come. Preferve, by 


thy preventing grace and favour,” thoſe who 


have deſcended from me; give them to be ſen- 


ſible what pains, what labour, J have gone 


through daily for their ſaxe. Oh viſit not in 
them the ſins their father has committed; but, 


in future, grant that they, together with as 


many as may iſſue from them, may have mer- 
- I aſk nothing for the partner of my life, 
otecting wing while ſhe is here; 


but thy prote 
and- when the time is come for her removal, 


the enjoyment of that happineſs which, unde» 


ſerving though I am, I earneſtiy ſolicit for my- 
ſelf. Oh ſave her from all ſin, and lead her 
into every virtue. Pour thy choig: 
upon thoſe whom thou rg a 
ready, thoſe, in the metropolis, 


guiſhed by my name; and let the little ones de- 


ſcended from them, 15 what only can pro- 
ceed from thee, that heritage the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks 
of, when their reaſon, more mature, ſhall dic- 
wo Bla al 6d to them. I implore thee for 


bleſſings 
h bleſſed al- 
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een proſperity of ll wi dear dl. 
pPles, all Who with their little hands ſhall turn 


_ - | theſe pages, or fit down attentive while ano- 


ther reads my well-meant counſel in their ear. 
Preſerve me in the remnant of that life which 
ſtill is left me; be thou, in the moment of 
affliction, my ſtrong hope and conſolation; in 
the bour of ſickneſs, when it comes, my tried 
phyſician ; and in thoſe laſt hours I am to live, 
i thy wife providence ordains I ſhall not quit 
te world without ſome portion of that agony 
' om een may _ tr drome £ 
N en Apcd, While, per- 
fecti relying on the confidence of faith, I ga- 
ther comfort from the thought that{preſent, and 
_ comparatively ſpeaking, momentary pain, ſhall 
terminate in endleſs future joy, and that thy 
goodneſs from the rock can bring forth water, 
and even did the flame itſelf refreſh thy children 
in the furnace. Hear me, oh my God, and 
father, nn e Oh 


(To Rome his veſſel bound) + FOR 
| d preach'd. to, as we read, 

rt their teacher round, 

with their grateful tears bedew'd. the fh 

were never to behold him more. | 


So, if thy ſervant in his work © 
One youthful mind has taught, 

Let him in turn at leaſt reflect, 
preſs d with ſerious thought, 


A long and laſt farewell; 5 
And though no tear roll down his cheek 
The parting pang to tell, 8 Tt 
t the fix'd eye, and ſadly penſive mein, 
Say, . He could wiſh this parting had not been. 
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hat we muſt bid each other now ß, 
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So ſhall the mind of ſuch retain 
What in his page was read 
And if, in future tires, when 16 
Now writing it lies dead, - | 
Chance ſhall direct him to the pot, 
Where his ſad tombſtone ſtands; 
Reading the name—This, ſhall he „ 
This grave tone i is the man 
Who mp heart firſt inſpir d with virtuss 


CANT PASSBY IT AND NOT BLESS HIS NAME! 
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Miſs Chatfield, Hammerſmith, . 
Mrs. Clarke, Tooting... „ 
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| Nr. - Jackſon, Fl 
, ee Od 
Juanes Martin, Eſq. Downin 
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Mr. Poyntel, Tower Royal. 
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Mrs. Smith, Croydon. 
Miſs Smith, Hammerſmith. 
Meſd. Stemler and fKaletz, ladies* boardi ng 
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Hon. Mrs. Stuart, Nichtnond- park. 
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- Rev. Dr. Ty, „ Kenling- 
ton. | 
Miſs Varley, Stock-exchange. : 
Miſs Vaughan, Upper Seymour-lirvet. | 
Mrs. Malter, Croydon. 
Mr. Needen, Tver, near Uxbridge. 
Mr. Wetenhall, St. Tames's-ſtreet, 
Miſs Ytenhall, Walnuttree-walk. 
Mr. Wiudmaſon, Leadenhall-ſtreet, 
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